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“God’s Work. Our Hands.” 
 

You are invited to worship with us! 
9:30 am Sunday Communion Service 

10:45 am Sunday School Pre-School to 6th Grade 
11:15 am Sunday Adult Bible Study 

 
Rev. Dale E. Hedblad, M.Div., Board Certified Chaplain 

Sheila Andring – Communications Coordinator 
Labor of Love Daycare – Patti Fabisiack, Director 

 
 

Contact us: 
810-227-3113 or mylordoflife@sbcglobal.net 

 

Visit us on the web: 
www.LordofLifeELCA.com 

 

 

          Follow us on Face book:           
            Lord of Life Lutheran Church, Brighton, MI   

Lord of Life  
Lutheran Church 

 

 
 

Messages for November 2017: 
 
 

November 5, 2017 (Matthew 5:1-12) In the Beatitudes, Jesus provides 

a unique description of those who are blessed with God’s favor. His 

teaching is surprising and shocking to those who seek wealth, fame, 

and control over others. 
 

November 12, 2017 (Matthew 25:1-13) Jesus tells a parable about his 

own second coming, emphasizing the need for readiness at all times. 
 

November 19, 2017 Thankful Sunday (Luke 17:11-19) A Samaritan 

leper becomes a model for thanksgiving. He does not take for granted 

the kindness shown to him, but takes time to thank Jesus and glorify 

God. 
 

November 26, 2017 (Matthew 25:31-46) Jesus compares himself to a 

king who moves among his subjects to see how he is treated: what is 

done for the least of those who belong to his family is truly done for 

him.  

 

Making Christ Known 

http://www.lordoflifeelca.com/


NOVEMBER 2017 LORD OF LIFE SPECIAL EVENTS 

 
 

 

Communion Worship is every Sunday at 9:30 am, followed by 

hospitality. 

 

 

Sunday School for children ages 3 through the 6
th
 grade is each Sunday,  

10:45 – 11:30 am. 

 

Confirmation class for students in 7
th
 & 8

th
 grades meet every Sunday from  

10:30 am -12:00 pm. Craig Johnson and Pastor Dale will lead this group. 

 

 

Adult Bible Class meets every Sunday morning at 11:15 am. 

 

Turn your spending into giving.  Meijer reloads are accepted every Sunday. 

Please see Colleen for details. 

 

Kids Against Hunger is Saturday, November 11
th
 

 

The Board of Ministry meeting is Sunday, November 12
th
  at 11:15 am.  

 

 

Knots of Love/Shawl Ministry – will meet Tuesday,  

November 14
th
, at 7:00 pm. 

 

 

Christmas Program Dress Rehearsal – Saturday, December 2
nd

 at 10 am. 

 

 

Christmas Program – Sunday, December 3
rd

 at 5 pm. 

 

Fish and Loaves will be Sunday, December 10
th
.  Volunteers are 

always needed and appreciated, please be at the church by 5:30 pm 

to help. 

November Message from the Pastor 
 

“Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not yet seen.”  

                                                                                                    (Hebrews 11:1) 
 

Greetings in Christ!  This month we celebrate thanksgiving, a day we set 

aside to give God thanks for our many blessings.  Thanksgiving Day is a 

day of reflection, family gatherings, food and fellowship.  Thanksgiving 

in America began back in 1620, when a group of brave men and women 

ventured across the Atlantic Ocean in search of a better life.  The voyage 

to America took two months and many people died while making the trip, 

or shortly after their arrival due to harsher than expected conditions.  

These pilgrims learned many lessons in their first year in America, 

including how to adapt to their new environment, trusting the Indian 

population and most importantly, they learned to trust in God to provide.   

 

Our faith in God is tested and strengthened throughout our lives.  It is 

often said in theology that life is a journey of faith that we take alone, 

even though we are in the midst of company.  Each decision that we make 

continues to shape our character and our life.  The pilgrims took great 

risks in order to have a better quality of life.  It wasn’t easy but I bet that 

if we could talk to any of them today, they would insist it was all worth it.  

We gather to give God thanks for his faithfulness in providing our daily 

bread. 

 

In the month of November God’s Word speaks to us about the realities of 

life’s limits and endings.  As the days grow shorter due to the change 

from daylight savings time to standard time, we feel the darkness of 

November, nature’s own witness and reminder of our mortality.  We 

gather to celebrate All Saints Day (11-5) and Thanksgiving Day (11-19), 

aware of our losses and of the absence of those who have died.  Our 

Scripture texts for this month speak of God’s faithful, abiding presence 

and promise of new life that is ours if we remain faithful.  

 

Here at Lord of Life we have a lot to be thankful for: faithful people, 

generous hearts, helping hands, and kind souls.   Like others who have 

gone before us, God is encouraging us to keep the faith. I am thankful for 

each of you and I am honored to be your pastor.  

 

Serving With You,  

Pastor Dale+ 

Lord of Life Thanksgiving Celebration – Sunday, November 19
th
, 

immediately following Worship Service. Signup sheets are posted so 

everyone can bring a dish to pass. 
 



LOLYO’s Latest  
 

Like and follow LOLYO on Facebook for calendar updates, photos 

and program information: 

https://www.facebook.com/LordOfLifeYouthOrganization/ 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

ADULT BIBLE STUDY CLASS 
The adult Bible study class meets at 11:15 on Sunday mornings in the 

classroom at the end of the hall. Everyone welcome. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

     STEWARDSHIP MEANS THAT WE 

     ROLL UP OUR SLEEVES AND 

     HELP WHERE HELP IS NEEDED. 
 

     “In everything I did, I showed you that 

     by this kind of hard work we must help 

     the weak, remembering the words the  

     Lord Himself said, ‘It is more blessed to 

     give than to receive” (Acts 20:35). 

 

 

 

About Lord of Life Lutheran Church 
 

“God’s work. Our Hands.” 
 

Welcome to Lord of Life – Pastor Dale Hedblad leads our 
worship each Sunday.  Our worship is hands-free (no book).  
Just follow the Power Point liturgy on the big screen.   
 
Our Church – Lord of Life Lutheran Church is a member of the 
Southeast Michigan Synod branch of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America.  The ELCA is the largest Lutheran Church 
body, consisting of 4.6 million members worldwide.  Lord of Life 
was established as a mission development on May 21, 1972.  
Our current pastor, Dale Hedblad, has a Master of Divinity 
Degree from Trinity Lutheran Seminary in Columbus, Oh. He is 
one of two specialized ministers in the Southeast Michigan 
Synod.  Pastor Hedblad is also a Board Certified Chaplain and 
is on-call at St. Joseph Mercy Hospital in Ann Arbor.  If you 
would like to learn more about Pastor Hedblad, there is a brief 
biography under the picture of Pastor Dale and his wife, 
Colleen, as you exit the sanctuary.  Currently, Lord of Life 
consists of 578 members.  Lord of Life is active in the Brighton 
Community with several ministries including:  Vacation Bible 
School, Love INC., Gleaners Food Bank, Crop Walk, Habitat for 
Humanity, Juvenile Diabetes Research, Fish & Loaves, Red 
Cross Blood Drives, Kids Against Hunger, Bountiful Harvest 
Food Pantry and our annual Christmas “Adopt-A-Family” giving 
tree. 
 
Lord of Life is always open to joining or initiating new ministries 
that are consistent with our mission statement and our core 
values:   
 

“Gods Work.  Our Hands.” 
 

 Compassion 

 Discipleship 

 Hospitality 

 Commitment to excellence 

Our 5
th

 Annual Chili Cook Off was a great success!  

LOLYO would like to thank all the cooks and 

participants. Together we raised $1732 

to support youth attending the 2018 ELCA Youth 

Gathering in Houston, Texas as well as regular LOLYO 

program costs.  Our big winners were:   

1
st
 Pastor Dale, 2

nd
 Cade Robets, 3

rd
Lynne & Dave 

Burgess 



Part of God’s Plan 
 

 “In those days . . .” So begins a well-known passage of Scripture.  Do you 

know what comes next?  “In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree . . .” (Luke 

2:1).  Some of us can quote the whole story by heart.  Even though we’ve heard it 

year after year, some of us for many years, the story is still precious to hear, still 

warms our souls, still excites our minds, still calms our fears. 
 

 Two seemingly inconsequential people of little means obeyed that decree 

and traveled to the town of Bethlehem to register for the census.  The woman, Mary, 

was about to have a child.  She knew that her child was the Son of God, a child to be 

named Jesus.  Joseph, her husband, knew he was not the father of the child, although 

that was how the world saw him.  These were two of God’s faithful.  They knew the 

prophecies regarding the Messiah.  They had been visited by the angel and learned 

that they were to be part of the fulfillment of those prophecies.  They didn’t know 

how things would turn out.  They didn’t know all that God had in store for them.  

They just “obey[ed their] rulers and submitted to their authority” (Hebrews 13:17) 

as they trusted God to guide and protect them and His Son each step they took on His 

path. 
 

 Of course, God did just that.  He provided a place for the Child to be born 

(Luke 2:7).  He sent angels to announce the birth of the King and moved the 

shepherds to respond to the joyful news and go to worship the new Baby (Luke 2:8-

20).  He sent “Magi from the East” who brought “gifts of gold and of incense and of 

myrrh” and then believed the warning God gave them in a dream and avoided the 

evil King Herod on their return trip (Matthew 2:1-12). 
 

 How many of these people involved in this most wondrous story realized 

the important and memorable parts they played?  We cannot say for sure but surmise 

none could really comprehend the eternal significance of the events as they unfolded. 
 

 We, too, are involved in God’s plans.  Certainly none can equal in 

importance the birth of Christ, but nothing God does is without purpose.  Are we 

listening for the voice of the Spirit as He speaks to us through God’s Word?  Are we, 

as we go about our daily routines, obeying our rulers, cognizant of being God’s feet 

and hands and voice to carry out His plan?  Do we bring our gifts, aware that God 

may use them according to a purpose we can’t even imagine?  How exciting it is to 

think and know that we are God’s instruments!  What a loss of blessing to us if we 

refuse to let God use us and another gets the opportunity instead (Esther 4:14)! 
 

 As we live out our daily lives as stewards, “let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the 

author and perfecter of our faith . .  . so that we will not grow weary and lose heart” 

(Hebrews 12:2-3), but instead look forward with eagerness and anticipation toward 

the unfolding of God’s plan in our lives.  
 

Ronald J. Chewning 

12 Months of Congregational Stewardship 

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAY’S 
 

03 – Karen Koss & Aaron Andring 

05 – Tom Zizka & Deborah Winslow 

13 – Janie Billing 

15 – Curtis Verbison 

16 – Dan Hedblad & Gene Monacelli 

18 – Jim Rowell 

19 – Jakob Olechiw 

21 – Shannon Marquaratt 

22 – Megan Wedell, Cody Andring, & Jessica Stitt 

23 – Joseph Bargert 

25 – Tonda DeVault & Mason Verbison 

26 - Steve Billings 

28 – Daniel Garcia & Scott Simpson 

29 – Matthew Harper 

30 – Austin Andring & Ava York 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 
Have a wonderful anniversary! 

 

25 – Tim & Karen Dei 

26 – Gene & Penny Monacelli 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



REMEMBER IN PRAYER 
 

All troops serving worldwide, Brett Bartrum, Linda Smith, 

Mary Ann Kelly, Dee White, Max Mingo-McDonald,  

Kevin Brown, Dave Micula, Austin Reid, Kyle Simone,  

Heidi Rock, Joel Disbro,   Ann Marie Kargel, Marge Kelly,  

Desmond Mikula, John Freeman, Cheri Clayton, Erick Foster,  

Marion Goliszewski, Brison Ricker, Annie Sembor,  

Robert Dowling, Bonnie, Rachelle, Rachel Postma,  

Sally Fetter, Kellen Weakley, Sara Dykhuis, Maxwell Fallstich,  

Tony Renger, Marissa Monte, Matthew Johnson, Helga Jensen,  

Enga Higgns, Bill Anderson, Joan and Joyce,   

the Daniel Jones Family, Tom Zahm, Kimberly McCarthy,  

Therma Curtis, Julianna Devine, Tommy Settles, Douglas Shay,  

Ray Clarke, Family of Dave Fetherston, Dan Rochowiak,  

Tim McHugh, Dick Newburg, Dennis McKinnon,  

Lisa and Sarah.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
On Saturday, November 11, Lord of Life will host a “Kids Against 

Hunger” food packaging event. Setup begins at 8:00 am, packaging 

from 9:00 am – Noon. 

 

Funds have been raised which will allow us to package 10,000 meals 

in 2 ½ hours, to help alleviate hunger around the world and around the 

corner. 

 

This is always a fun event for grown-ups and kids alike. Please join us 

whether you have signed up or not!! 

 

In the Cross 
Your Board has initiated a number of improvement actions this fall, 

including: 

 

A minor facelift to the Education Wing's Men's room which 

has been looking pretty shabby for some time! Completion expected in 

November. 

 

New landscaping stone in the shrub bed located between the 

North and South Main Entrances. Completed by John Hughes, Dave 

Hansen and Chuck McCracken the week of October 16. 

 

A two-month contract was placed with web.com (our website 

designers) to freshen the Facebook page and, more importantly, target 

folks- in a 25 mile radius of us-who show interest ,via their use of 

Facebook and Instagram- in the kinds of things that show up on our 

page. This was approved to improve our visibility to people who might 

be looking for a church that exhibits our strengths and traits. 

 

A contract was placed with Comcast Business to provide us 

(wireless) super fast internet speed; HDTV; and phone service. The 

Internet service will allow us to use computers in all areas of the 

church, not just in the Sanctuary, Pastor's office and Confirmation 

classroom (to which we are currently limited). The higher speeds will 

allow the Praise Band to provide eyecatching programs for Sunday 

Service. Approval was also given for the Band to purchase improved 

capability software for such purposes. Due to the need to run new 

underground lines to the building, and to obtain associated permits 

required by the Township, completion won't likely occur until 

sometime in January, 2018. 

 

Purchase of a 75"-80" TV for use in the Dining Hall has been 

approved. The TV can be used for special events such as the periodic 

all-night lock-ins LOLYO enjoys; for special TV presentations similar 

to "The Bible" which aired a few seasons ago. In addition, think 

SUPER BOWL parties, and other such events, that we can enjoy 

together! Completion: after the new Comcast service is installed! 

 



The Board has adopted Four Principles for Lord of Life to 

focus on, to help us achieve our stated Mission (Dicipleship, 

Compassion, Hospitality, and Committment to Excellence) on an 

ongoing basis: 

Radical Hospitality 

Fearless Conversation 

Genuine Humility 

Divine Anticipation 

Our Board meetings will be structured around these principles; in 

addition, over the next weeks and months, we will be sharing details 

of, and involving the Congregation in application of, the Four 

Principles. We have already started on Radical Hospitality, as can be 

seen by the approved items described above; in the coming few weeks 

you will see how you can be involved in this particular Principle, and 

how it can help us-the Lord of Life Family! "Sign-up Genius will be 

introduced, before November, to assist us all in the sign-up process for 

weekly Worship Assistants. The Board is also considering ways to 

make hosting of Sunday Hospitality less cost and labor intensive for 

hosting families. In addition, Divine Anticipation is in the process of 

being rolled out; you will be hearing more about it very soon! 

 

Blessings to All, 

 

Glenn Kelly 

 

 

 

 

 
Lord of Life Thanksgiving Celebration is Sunday, 

November 19
th

. “Thankful Sunday” will take place 

immediately following the Worship Service. Signup 

sheets are posted on the bulletin board so everyone 

can bring a dish to pass for this celebration. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



Who is Your Favorite Bible Hero? 
 

A number of years ago Kathy and I went to 

see Andrew Lloyd Weber’s production of 

“Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor 

Dreamcoat” in Toronto, Canada.  We are 

so old we even saw Donny Osmond play 

the lead. Later our daughter Christine, who 

at that time was in early high school, 

played one of Joseph’s brothers in our then 

congregation’s production of “Joseph” at 

St. John Lutheran Church in 

Shiremanstown, Pennsylvania. These 

dramas, both professional and amateur, 

have always brought to me an emotional 

identification with what true faith and total 

reliance on God delivers. 

 

As I have taught confirmation classes over the years, I always get 

excited when we come to the Genesis account of Joseph. This is my 

all-time favorite story in the Old Testament.  Young Joseph, I have 

found, resonates extremely well with our teenage confirmation 

students and, of course, with me too as a much older “teen”. Who 

hasn’t had a spat with their siblings? The story of Joseph is a lesson in 

absolute devotion to God through thick and thin with immense trust in 

His will and His marvelous plan for this teenage disciple and, of 

course, us too.  

 

The story of Joseph is a masterpiece of Hebrew and world literature. 

With a fabulous plot, intrigue, and suspense, it is a story suitable for 

reading on a lovely or rainy (confirmation) afternoon for teens and 

adults alike! Children love it, composers of music love it, artists love 

it, and clearly, the inspired biblical writers found it to be a rich source 

of teaching about God and humanity. In terms of the biblical story line, 

it provides a bit of a bridge between the books of Genesis and Exodus, 

beginning with the ever-increasing chosen family in Canaan and 

ending with the family-turned-nation residing in the best part of Egypt. 

You can even play an entire Joseph film for free on YouTube (popcorn 

not included). It’s always best to read the book before seeing the 

movie so check out Genesis chapters 37 to 50. 

 

Again, as in most Old Testament stories, we find the familiar biblical 

themes of deception, favoritism, and the pain of family relations 

rearing their ugly heads. But in this story, God retreats a bit (not in the 

sense of vanishing from the story.) There are no extraordinary or 

dramatic revelations in this story - no visits from angels, no long talks 

with the Divine, no mysterious wrestling in the dead of night. Instead, 

God appears indirectly in the claims made about Joseph and in the 

divine communication Joseph has with God via his super-great 

dreams. Joseph is considered to be uncommonly wise and we are told 

that indicates that God is with him. He also has both the gift of having 

dreams filled with portents of the future and the gift of dream 

interpretation. As we discover in the text, the meaning of this is 

ambiguous. Clearly God is working with Joseph in many more hidden 

ways. 

 

Joseph is just the beginning in this Old Testament confirmation lesson 

segment which began last week.  In the following weeks in November 

we will delve into ‘Moses and Pharaoh’, ‘Wilderness to Land’, ‘the 

Ten Commandments’, ‘David’ the youngest brother, the kid who 

became king (another super great favorite of mine), and the ‘Split 

Kingdom’ where things begin to fall apart.  During the time we study 

these accounts we will always relate each and every lesson to our 

baptismal vows and the tremendous love God has for each and every 

one of us as we “WALK WITH GOD”. 

 

Together in God’s Loving Peace, 
 

Mr. Craig 

 

 


