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“God’s Work. Our Hands.” 
 

You are invited to worship with us! 
9:30 am Sunday Communion Service 

10:45 am Sunday School Pre-School to 6th Grade 
11:15 am Sunday Adult Bible Study 

 
Rev. Dale E. Hedblad, M.Div., Board Certified Chaplain 

Sheila Andring – Communications Coordinator 
Labor of Love Daycare – Patti Fabisiack, Director 

 
 

Contact us: 
810-227-3113 or mylordoflife@sbcglobal.net 

 

Visit us on the web: 
www.LordofLifeELCA.com 

 

 

          Follow us on Face book:           
            Lord of Life Lutheran Church, Brighton, MI   

Lord of Life  
Lutheran Church 

 

 
 

Messages for March 2018: 
 

March 4, 2018 (John 2:13-22) Jesus attacks the commercialization of 

religion by driving merchants out of the temple. When challenged, he 

responds mysteriously, with the first prediction of his own death and 

resurrection. In the midst of a seemingly stable religious center, Jesus 

suggests that the center itself has changed. 
 

March 11, 2018 (John 3:14-21) To explain the salvation of God to the 

religious leader, Nicodemus, Jesus refers to the scripture passage 

quoted in today’s first reading. Just as those who looked upon the 

bronze serpent were healed, so people will be saved when they behold 

Christ lifted up on the cross. 
 

March 18, 2018 (John 12:20-33) Jesus entered Jerusalem for the last 

time to celebrate the Passover festival. Here Jesus’ words about seeds 

planted in the ground turn the disaster of his death into the promise of 

a harvest in which everyone will be gathered. 
 

March 25, 2018 (Mark 14:1-15:47) The passion story in Mark’s 

gospel presents Jesus as one who dies abandoned by all. He shows 

himself to be the true Son of God giving his life for those who have 

forsaken him. 

Making Christ Known 

http://www.lordoflifeelca.com/


MARCH 2018 LORD OF LIFE SPECIAL EVENTS 

 

 
 

 

Communion Worship is every Sunday at 9:30 am, followed by 

hospitality. 

 

Sunday School for children ages 3 through the 6
th
 grade is each Sunday,  

10:45 – 11:30 am. 

 

Confirmation class for students in 7
th
 & 8

th
 grades meet every Sunday from  

10:30 am -12:00 pm. Craig Johnson and Pastor Dale will lead this group. 

 

Adult Bible Class meets every Sunday morning at 11:15 am 

 

 

Turn your spending into giving.  Meijer reloads are accepted every Sunday. 

Please see Colleen for details. 

 

 

Knots of Love/Shawl Ministry – will meet Tuesday,  

March 13
th
, at 7:00 pm. 

 

The Board of Ministry meeting is Sunday, March 11
th
 at 11:15 am.  

 

Fish and Loaves will be Sunday, April 8
th
.  Volunteers are always 

needed and appreciated, please be at the church by 5:30 pm to help. 

 

LOLYO Game Night & Planning Meeting – Sunday, March 11
th
, 6–8 pm. 

 

LOLYO Spaghetti Dinner is Sunday, April 23
rd

  

March Message from the Pastor 
 

“I am the Resurrection and the Life…” (John 11:25) 
 

We are now four weeks away from “Holy week” and the 

celebration of Easter.  This season of Lent calls upon each of us to stop 

and reflect on our life, “What are we doing with it?” “Where are we 

going?”  “Are we headed in the right direction?”  Deep down I think 

we all know the answer to these questions about our self.  Perhaps the 

Holy Spirit of God, given to each of us at our time of Baptism, is 

already nudging us to make changes. 

It is said that Repentance is the mighty change in mind, heart, 

and life inspired and brought on by the Spirit of God.  Writer and 

theologian A.W. Tozer writes, “A thousand years of remorse over a 

wrongful act would not please God as much as a change of conduct 

and a reformed life.”  The word repentance is used over 50 times in the 

Bible.  It is used in the writings of Paul to encourage the church in 

Rome and the Church in Corinth.  It appears in the book of Timothy 

and Hebrews as well as the book of Revelation.   Repentance 

represents a change in life and a new beginning. Repentance plays a 

healthy, vital and necessary role in our Christian faith. 

 The phrase “starting over” or “beginning anew,” is always a 

reference to Jesus and the resurrection.  We cannot start over or begin 

anew without repentance, or we end up in the same place we started in 

the first place.  Only God can create life.  Only God can make life 

meaningful.  Only God can bring life from death.  This theme is 

repeated throughout the Bible in virtually every story we read.  It is a 

theme that is repeated in each of our life stories as well. Jesus’ last 

words to the Church was not The Great Commission, but a plea for 

repentance. 

This earthly life will one day end for us all.  But with God 

there are no endings, just new beginnings.  That is what resurrection is 

all about.  In this lifetime every human being will experience several 

“mini-resurrections,” as God is lifting us up, bringing us new life in 

our family, in our relationships and in our workplace.  Our own life 

experiences then, are God’s personal testimony to each of us of God’s 

steadfast love, faithfulness and resurrecting power. Have a blessed 

Easter. 

Worshipping With You, 

Pastor Dale+ 

LENTEN SERVICES – 7:00 pm  

Wednesday’s, March 7th – March 21st  
Soup Supper at 6:15 pm, Lenten Worship at 7:00 pm 

HOLY WEEK SERVICES: 

March 25th: Palm Sunday, 9:30 am 
   Palm Sunday Brunch immediately following Service 

March 29th: Maundy Thursday Worship, 7: 00 p.m. 
March 30th: Good Friday – Veneration of the Cross, 1:00 p.m. 

April 1st:  Easter Sunday, 9:30 a.m. 
   Easter Sunday Brunch following Worship 

     Followed by a Kids Easter Egg Hunt 



REMEMBER IN PRAYER 
 

All troops serving worldwide, Brett Bartrum, Oliver Nelson, 

Linda Smith, Dee White, Kevin Brown, Dave Micula, Austin Reid, 

Kyle Simone, Heidi Rock, Joel Disbro, Ann Marie Kargel,  

Desmond Mikula, John Freeman, Erick Foster, Annie Sembor,  

Robert Dowling, Bonnie, Rachelle, Rachel Postma, Sally Fetter, 

Kellen Weakley, Sara Dykhuis, Maxwell Fallstich, Tony Renger, 

Marissa Monte, Matthew Johnson, Helga Jensen, Enga Higgins,  

Bill Anderson, Joan and Joyce,  Tom Zahm, Kimberly McCarthy, 

Therma Curtis, Tommy Settles, Dan Rochowiak, Tim McHugh,  

Dick Newburg, Dennis McComb, Lisa and Sarah, Jerry Daniels, 

Noelle Barrett, Carolyn Mendis, Linda Wilson, Dorothy Woycik,  

Jim Harmon, Will Burgess and Frank Losert. 
 

 

 

 
MARCH BIRTHDAY’S 

07 – Colleen Hedblad & Wayne Moilanen 

08 – Connie Keech 

10 – Jill Farmer 

11 – Erin Standish 

16 – Ellie Gargolia 

21 – Megan Farmer 

22 – Tim Dei 

23 – Madeline McCurdy 

27 – Debbie Renton 

28 – Suzanne Bellair 

29 – Joshua Newburg 

30 – Joseph Hedblad 

 

 

 

 

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES 
Have a wonderful anniversary! 

 

15 – Aaron and Sheila Andring 

15 – Ryan & Jennifer Elarton 

18 – Eric and Amy Newburg 

About Lord of Life Lutheran Church 
 

“God’s work. Our Hands.” 
 

Welcome to Lord of Life – Pastor Dale Hedblad leads our 
worship each Sunday.  Our worship is hands-free (no book).  
Just follow the Power Point liturgy on the big screen.   
 
Our Church – Lord of Life Lutheran Church is a member of the 
Southeast Michigan Synod branch of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America.  The ELCA is the largest Lutheran Church 
body, consisting of 4.6 million members worldwide.  Lord of Life 
was established as a mission development on May 21, 1972.  
Our current pastor, Dale Hedblad, has a Master of Divinity 
Degree from Trinity Lutheran Seminary in Columbus, Oh. He is 
one of two specialized ministers in the Southeast Michigan 
Synod.  Pastor Hedblad is also a Board Certified Chaplain and 
is on-call at St. Joseph Mercy Hospital in Ann Arbor.  If you 
would like to learn more about Pastor Hedblad, there is a brief 
biography under the picture of Pastor Dale and his wife, 
Colleen, as you exit the sanctuary.  Currently, Lord of Life 
consists of 578 members.  Lord of Life is active in the Brighton 
Community with several ministries including:  Vacation Bible 
School, Love INC., Gleaners Food Bank, Crop Walk, Habitat for 
Humanity, Juvenile Diabetes Research, Fish & Loaves, Red 
Cross Blood Drives, Kids Against Hunger, Bountiful Harvest 
Food Pantry and our annual Christmas “Adopt-A-Family” giving 
tree. 
 
Lord of Life is always open to joining or initiating new ministries 
that are consistent with our mission statement and our core 
values:   
 

“Gods Work.  Our Hands.” 
 

 Compassion 

 Discipleship 

 Hospitality 

 Commitment to excellence 



 
 

 
EASTER FLOWER SALE 

We will be having our Easter Flower Fundraiser Sale again 

this year.  There are several choices of different flowers 

available.  The flowers will be displayed in the church for 

Easter Sunday; after worship you will be able to take them home.  The 

sale will end on Sunday, March 11th. Please take a look at the order form 

which is located on the table in the narthex.  Please see Kay Stone with 

any questions you may have. 

 
 

 

 
PALM SUNDAY AND EASTER SUNDAY POTLUCKS 
Lord of Life will be hosting our Palm Sunday Potluck and Easter 

Sunday Potluck immediately following worship services on 

Sunday, March 25th  and April 1st.  There is a sign-up sheet 

posted for people to bring in foods to share on these special days. 



 
 

Kroger Community Rewards Program 

 

Do you shop at Kroger? Do you have Lord of Life selected for your 

Community Rewards? Did you know that Kroger will donate back a 

percentage of what you spend to the church? And, it doesn’t cost you 

anything to participate. After you sign up, there is nothing else to do. 

When you show your Kroger card at checkout, it automatically links to 

the Community Reward Program. 

 

It is easy to enroll in Kroger Community Rewards. Just log onto 

www.krogercommunityrewards.com, click on “Michigan” and click 

on “enroll” to register. Click on Community Rewards, find your 

organization, click or type Lord of Life and save. All participants must 

have a valid online account at www.Kroger.com. If you have any 

questions, please contact Colleen Hedblad. Thank you for supporting 

Lord of Life with your Kroger purchases. 

 

Kroger Quarterly Earnings: $79.56 
 

 

 

 

 

 
LENTEN SOUP SUPPERS 

 

Lenten Soup Suppers will continue on Wednesday’s, March 7
th

  

through March 21st. Supper will be from 6:15 – 6:45 pm and Lent 

Worship will start at 7:00 pm.  Please join us. There is a signup sheet 

on the bulletin board. 

Do Not Be Afraid 

“A young man dressed in a white robe . . . said, ‘You are 

looking for Jesus the Nazarene, Who was crucified.  He has risen! He 

is not here.  See the place where they laid Him.  But go, tell His 

disciples and Peter . . .’ ” (Mark 16:5-7). 

“Trembling and bewildered, the women went out and fled from 

the tomb.  They said nothing to anyone, because they were afraid” 

(Mark 16:8). 

Who wouldn’t tremble and be afraid!  You go to anoint a body 

to prepare it for a proper burial, but the body is missing.  Then some 

ethereal creature tells you the body isn’t there because it is no longer 

dead but alive.  Who could take it in?  “Don’t be alarmed” the man in 

white said.  Yeah, right!   
 

Yet, looking back, perhaps the women remembered the 

thousands He had fed with only two fish and five loaves of bread 

(Matthew 14:15-21).  Maybe they thought again about the raising of 

Lazarus from the dead (John 11:38-44).  After all, He was the one who 

had stilled the raging sea (Mark 4:35-41). 

Somewhere, sometime, that trembling and bewilderment turned 

to joy and faith, for they did go tell His disciples and Peter (Matthew 

28:8).  And Jesus met them and greeted them, and they worshipped 

Him.  “Then Jesus said to them, ‘Do not be afraid.  Go and tell My 

brothers  . . .’ ” (Matthew 28:9-10). 

 

Jesus’ last command is the same as this one:  Don’t be afraid.  

Go and tell.  We can understand the fear of the women at the empty 

tomb.  What are we afraid of?  Trouble?  Or hardship?  Persecution?  

Or famine?  Nakedness?  Or danger?  Or sword?  There is no fear in 

these things!  “No, in all these things we are more than conquerors 

through Him Who loved us” (Romans 8:35, 37).  We have the benefit 

of history.  The women at the tomb couldn’t fathom the outcome, but 

we have God’s Word that assures us of our victory in Christ.  We have 

His promise, “And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the 

age” (Matthew 28:20).  So don’t be afraid!  Go and tell!   

 

Christ is risen! He is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

Ronald J. Chewning 

12 Months of Congregational Stewardship 

http://www.krogercommunityrewards.com/
http://www.kroger.com/


CONFIRMATION NEWS MARCH, 2018 
 As we creep out of winter towards our long Michigan 

spring and Easter, the class is concentrating on Jesus’ 

ministry in Galilee. We are discovering that as His 

ministry unfolds it was a mixture of teaching, healing, 

and a compelling summons to those of us who will heed 

His call of discipleship. The Lord’s message is so in tune 

for today’s teens and, of course, us old people too!  It is interesting for us, as our 

class works through the New Testament, to compare the synoptic Gospel accounts 

written for different audiences and letting the class discover the personal message for 

them in today’s modern world.  Several weeks ago for an exercise in the synoptics, 

we spent a good deal of time examining the feeding 5,000 accounts in Matthew, 

Mark, Luke and John. We soon discovered how each Gospel account differed 

describing the same account for differing audiences yet left us with the underlying 

messaged of loving our neighbor such as “give US (not just me) our daily bread.. “  

The students in our confirmation class are always busy. Many have limited time for 

fellowship with family—both home and church—and little time to address the needs 

of others. In the feeding of the 5,000 youth can see Jesus' generosity. Even though 

tired and needing rest, he gave up his quiet time to help others. His compassion for 

the crowd, shown in teaching and feeding them, sets the example for our 

confirmation students. Service to others is sometimes costly, requiring that we give 

up both our time and our personal preferences. Often youth will not be sure they 

have anything to offer.  I try each week to always assure the class that God wants 

them to use their unique skills to serve others and, in so doing, declare to others how 

much God has done for them, “using words if necessary”. We can be very pleased 

that many of our LOL youth have participated by preparing 10,000 meals in Kids 

Against Hunger and a have helped out at our Fish and Loves events. May God 

continue to bless our congregation with more wonderful teenagers. 

Please mark your calendars:  

 Sunday April 22 The fantastic, the over the top, colossal YOUTH SUNDAY. 

All hands on deck for this one kids. This is followed by the biggest fundraiser 

of the year, the most memorable Youth Spaghetti Dinner with proceeds 

going to LOLYO activities. 

 Sunday, May 20 Our second year students will be confirmed on 

Pentecost.  All class members participate in this service and all will be ready 

with the Bible verse that has the most meaning to them. RIGHT GUYS?! 

 June 18-21 is Vacation Bible School where we can use all the confirmation 

student help to deal with the hordes of fun little people. Last year Michael 

Hawley helped me as assistant story teller. Plenty of opportunities to serve 

and have fun at the same time. 

 Mark each Sunday as Do not be afraid to bring a friend to confirmation 

class Sunday. It will be interesting to see how many kids can fit (cram) in 

our classroom. 

 

Together in His service,       Mr. Craig 



In the Cross 
 

In the wake of the Parkland School shootings and the death of the 

Reverend Billy Graham, I have decided that, rather than offering my 

own feeble writings, I will share a statement by Reverend Graham’s 

daughter, Ruth, and a portion of a Text conversation I had with my 

eldest daughter, Lisa, yesterday. 

First, Ruth’s statement: 
 

My Father’s legacy is one that encompasses the world…and 

engulfs my own life.  When I think of him, I don’t think of Billy 

Graham, the public figure.  I think of my Daddy.  The one who was 

always a farmer at heart.  Who loved his dogs and his cat.  Who 

followed the weather patterns almost as closely as he did world events.  

Who wore old blue jeans, comfortable sweaters, and a baseball cap.  

Who loved lukewarm coffee, sweet ice tea, one scoop of ice cream, 

and a plain hamburger from McDonald’s. Who was interested in 

everything and everyone, from the small to the great.  Whose mind 

remembered details that even a computer would have trouble recalling. 
 

But when I think of him I also think of his message because he 

was immersed in it.  Saturated in it.  He was his message…a simple 

man who had responded to God’s love by placing his faith in Jesus, 

receiving the assurance that his sins were forgiven, that he would not 

perish, but would have everlasting life.  Simple faith.  Faith that now 

matters more than anything else. 
 

For years, over his head as he preached was the banner that 

quoted the words of Jesus:  I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life.  

Jesus completed that sentence by saying that no one comes to the 

Father but by Me.  Based on what Jesus said, Daddy is safely with the 

Father.  In Heaven. Daddy not only claimed Jesus as the only Way to 

God, he lived by the Truth publicly on platforms and privately behind 

closed doors, and is now enjoying real Life. 
 

I have often stated that I was raised by a single parent because 

ministry took my father away from our family—for weeks and months 

at a time. Daddy estimated that he was gone from home approximately 

60 percent of his children’s growing-up years. Now, he has left again.  

This time, he will not be coming back. At least, not until Jesus does, 

too. 

While he may be physically absent and his voice silent, I am 

confident that his message will continue to reverberate throughout the 

generations to come. My prayer on this day of his move to Our 

Father’s House is that his death will be a rallying cry.  That tens of 

thousands of pastors, teachers, evangelists, and ordinary men and 

women will rise up to take his place.  That they will take up his 

message like a baton being passed in a relay race and faithfully pass it 

on to those with whom they come in contact. Because Daddy’s 

message is God’s message.  And it’s a message of genuine hope for 

the future, of love for the present, of forgiveness for the past. 
 

It’s a message, when received, that brings a fresh beginning, 

unshakable joy, unexplainable peace, eternal significance, meaning 

and purpose to life, and opens Heaven’s door. 
 

It was this message, which Daddy carried to the world, that 

penetrated my own heart as a young girl and has created in me a 

personal, passionate resolve to communicate it myself to as many 

people as possible. And so, even as my tears seem to be unending, I 

silently rededicate my life to picking up and passing on the baton. 

Would you do the same? 
 

Now, a comment made by Lisa during our conversation: 

 I just heard on the news Billy Graham died. I am crying. I 

don’t know why this is affecting me so much. Maybe it’s because 

there’s no one who will ever be able to fill his shoes. I know his son 

Franklin is a great man but there will be no one like Billy. He led a 

scandal free life. Counseled every president, Republican and 

Democrat, since Harry S Truman. Such a great man. I was just reading 

his magazine this morning before I left for the hospital  
 

Can you imagine his reception in to heaven! The lines of 

people that would've wanted to greet him because they're there 

because of him! 
 

Lisa may well be correct; it is hard to imagine truly GREAT men these 

days. Therefore, let us all rise up to Ruth’s challenge to take up the 

baton in our own lives. AMEN! 
 

Glenn Kelly 
 


