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―God’s Work. Our Hands.‖ 
 

 

You are invited to worship with us! 
9:30 am Sunday Communion Service 

10:45 am Sunday School 
11:00 am – 12:00 pm Confirmation Class 

11:15 am – 12:00 pm Bible Study 
 

Rev. Dale E. Hedblad, M.Div., Board Certified Chaplain 
Office Manager – Amy Newburg 

Labor of Love Daycare – Patti Fabisiack, Director 

 

Contact us: 
810-227-3113 or mylordoflife@sbcglobal.net 

 

Visit us on the web: 
www.LordofLifeELCA.com 

 

          Follow us on Facebook:           
            LOL Lutheran Church   

Lord of Life  
Lutheran Church 

 

 
 

Messages for January 2012: 
 

January 1, 2012 (Matthew 2:1-12) God’s promise shines bright in 
the night as Magi follow a star to honor a new King. 
 

January 8, 2012 (Mark 1:4-11) Mark’s gospel reports the story of 
Jesus’ baptism with some irony:  the one on whom the Spirit 
descends is himself the one who will baptize others with the Holy 
Spirit. 
 

January 15, 2012 (John 1:43-51) In John’s gospel, Jesus’ ministry 
begins with the call of disciples, who then bring others to Jesus.   
 

January 22, 2012 (Mark 1:14-20) Before Jesus calls his first 
disciples, he proclaims a message that becomes known as ―the 
gospel‖ or good news from God.   
 

January 29, 2012 (Mark 1:21-28) Jesus sides with humanity against 
every force that would bring death and disease.   

 

Making Christ Known 

http://www.lordoflifeelca.com/


JANUARY 2012 LORD OF LIFE SPECIAL EVENTS 
 

 
 
Communion Worship is every Sunday at 9:30 am, followed by 
hospitality time and Sunday school. 
 

Communion Worship is every Sunday at 9:30 am, followed by 
hospitality time and Sunday school. 
 

Sunday school for children ages 3 through the 8th grade is each 
Sunday, 10:45 – 11:30 am. 

 

Confirmation class meets every Sunday from 11:00 am - 
12:00pm.  Pastor Dale leads this group. 
 

Adult Bible Study meets every Sunday from 11:15 am – 12:00 pm.  
Gloria McCracken leads this group.  The Adult Bible Study will resume 
on January 15th. 
 

The Board of Ministry meeting is Wednesday, January 11th, at 
7:30pm. 
 

Little Caesar Pizza Kit Sale will begin on 
Sunday, January 8th.  The orders will be ready for 
pick-up on Friday, January 27th. 

 

Turn your spending into giving.  SCRIP orders will be taken on 
January 8th and 22rd.  A SCRIP order form with our most popular 
retailers will be available on the table in the narthex or can be 
downloaded at our church website at www.lordoflifeelca.com.  For a 
complete list of SCRIP retail participants, visit www.glscrip.com.  Place 
your order with Colleen Hedblad.   
 

Scrapbooking Crop – Juvenile Diabetes Research 

Foundation Fundraising Scrapbook Crop will be Saturday, 
January 7th.  See Sheila Andring for more information. 

 
 

 

Knots of Love/The Shawl Ministry meets Tuesday, 
January 17th, 7:00 pm, at LOL. 

 
 
 

  PASTORôS MESSAGE FOR JANUARY 2012 
ñTherefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things 

          have passed away;  Behold, all things have become new.ò    

                                                                            (II Corinthians 5:17) 
 

Have you ever made a new year’s resolution that you were able to keep?  
I have on a couple occasions, and they both proved to be life changing.  
In 1987 I vowed to put my divorce (Oct. ’86) behind me and start over, 
pledging to look forward and not look back.  In 1992 I vowed to pursue 
my calling to the ministry of Word and Sacrament.  Both of these vows or 
resolutions came true.  I believe they worked because I sincerely prayed 
to God to help me.  A life changing vow or pledge on its own has little 
chance of becoming a reality without the commitment of the individual 
and the blessing of God.   
 

As we say goodbye to 2011 let us reflect on its many challenges and 
blessings.  Think back to how this year began. What were your hopes 
and dreams, your worries and your concerns as you rang in the New 
Year?  Chances are the worries and concerns you let rent space in your 
head at the beginning of the year never came to fruition.  Perhaps you 
can’t even remember them now.  Each New Year is a sign post in life.  It 
marks an ending and a new beginning.  This is an opportunity to ―start 
over.‖  The Bible calls this practice repentance.   
 

Since 1890, America has celebrated New Year’s Day with the Tournament 
of Roses Parade in Pasadena, Ca.  All of the floats in this parade are 
covered with flowers and other natural materials, and an average float 
contains 100,000 blossoms.  But life isn’t a ―tournament of roses,‖ each 
year brings its own share of sorrows and challenges.  I believe that God 
often works in reverse.  Remember in Genesis 1:5, we read that God 
moves from evening to morning.  Out of the darkness, the light is born.  
Out of the night comes the dawning of a new day.  As someone once 
said, ―it’s always darkest just before the dawn.‖  Paul encourages us with 
these words, ―All things work to good for those who love the lord‖ 
(Romans 8:28).   God works through all of our circumstances to bring 
about His will for our lives.   
 

As we enter the New Year 2012, pray about your life and your direction.  
If you see some things you would like to change ask God to help you do 
so.  I pray that 2012 will be a blessed year of growth for us all- growing 
in faith toward God and in love toward one another.  Happy New Year! 
 

In Christ, 

Pastor Dale+  

Congregational Meeting will be held Sunday, January 29th 

immediately following worship. 



Dear Lord of Life Congregation, 
 
Thank you for your prayers, cards, support and generous gift at 
Christmas.  We are truly blessed to be called to serve here, 
worshipping God with you.  May 2012 be a blessed year with 
continued growth, individually and collectively, as we pray and 
discern the many ministry opportunities and possibilities that 
God brings our way. 
 
Serving with you, 
Pastor Dale and Colleen 
 

 

                    
By the time you read this, Shirley and I will have been in 

Florida for a few days and December will be not much more than 
memories; but what memories: 

¶ The Lord of Life annual Christmas Play/Potluck Dinner/Silent 
Auction was, once again, a highly successful and enjoyable 
evening.  The entire congregation deserves a pat on the back for 
its terrific support of and participation in the play, the dinner, and 
the auction.  In addition, Santa Claus certainly endeared himself 
to children of all ages; we hope he keeps us in mind again next 
year and can find time, during his busiest season, to pay us 
another visit!! 

¶ Advent Sunday Readings and Candle Lightings were as 
meaningful as ever, with the readings by Claire Olichew, Joshua 
Newburg and Austin Andring being especially touching; once 
again I, confidently, and with great bias, assert that we have the 
very best kids at Lord of Life!  What you all saw and heard in 
those readings is what Colleen and I witness every Sunday during 
Sunday School!!  How lucky and blessed we are! 

¶ Great Christmas luncheons with friends good and true! 
¶ A wonderful pre-Christmas dinner with one of our daughters, her 

family, and my 93- year-old Aunt.  Aunt Therma is still very 
sharp, very independent and possesses great faith-an example of 
a life well-lived! 

¶ Christmas Eve Service at Lord of Life; then Christmas celebration 
and dinner with our entire family at Daughter Dina’s home; then 
Mid-night Mass at St. Joseph’s in Dexter, where Granddaughter 
Faith serves as an alter girl; then a sleep-over at Faith’s and 
Maddie’s so as to provide an opportunity to watch them open 
their presents from Santa. 

¶ Christmas Morning breakfast, an awesome meal prepared by an 
awesome son-in-law. Immediately following breakfast, Shirley 
and I head due south to Florida, singing Christmas Carols to the 
accompaniment of the car radio.  

 

Shirley and I wish to extend to you our best wishes for a blessed, and 
happy, New Year. We’ll miss you all and look forward to being with you 
again in late March. 
 

Glenn Kelly 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

            
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Is your birthday or anniversary missing?  If so, please let us know. 
 

 
Congratulations Dave and Ruby Billing on the birth of 

your new baby girl.  Macy Jade was born on December 
21st.  Macy weighed 6lbs. 13oz., 19 inches long.  Mom, Dad, 
baby and her big sister, Madilyn, are doing fine.  

 
 

 
                   REMEMBER IN PRAYER  

Linda Smith, Alex Schreer, all troops serving worldwide, Judith 
Loefler, Mary Anne Kelly, Ann Marie Kargel, Dee White, Max 
and Toby Mingo-McDonald, Bill Swanson, Daniel Billing, Roy 
Fox, Royhl Hedblad, David Moilanen, Marilyn Roxbury, Betty 

Parish, Irene Zizka, Bea Snider, Howard Stefon, Pat Wilson, Hunter 
Weaver, Bill Houser, Mary Clark, Nick Engstrom, John Shortridge, 
Joan Spagnoli, Mark Smith, Heidi Rock, Jeanine Stephan, Robert 
Parrott, Janice Falstitch, Sharon Hogan, Virginia Kuhn, Emily Bullen, 
Dave Swain, Cheryl Hawley and Sue Traylor. 

IN THE CROSS 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 
May you experience an abundant measure 

of His grace and peace throughout the year ahead. 
 

01 – Nancy Wedell & Deanna Garcia 
09 – Rylan McCurdy & Jodi Perkins  

11 – Eric Newburg 
22 – Theresa Olechiw 

23 – Kim Dei 
27 – Ralf Zaar 



JANUARY 2012 SCRIP ANNOUNCEMENT 
 

The Christmas shopping is over, but your shopping needs still continue 
with groceries and gasoline purchases on a weekly basis. Try the Lord of 

Life SCRIP program for your weekly needs and see how easy it is for 
Lord of Life to receive the earnings. 

 

SCRIP fundraising is simple: do your regular weekly shopping with gift 
cards from your favorite retailers. With each purchase, Lord of Life earns 

cash rebates that can quickly add up to hundreds of dollars a year. 
 

SCRIP orders will be taken on January 8th and 22nd. Help us to help 
others by making SCRIP a part of your family’s regular shopping. 

 

December 2011 Earnings for SCRIP:  $434.55 
Hillerôs Market:  $4.50 

Total:  $439.05 
 

Remember to have your Kroger Rewards card linked to Lord of Life. If 
you need to register, please contact Colleen Hedblad for instructions. 

 
 

 

   CALLING ALL SCRAPBOOKERS  
As many of you may know, my 7 year old son Austin and 
my 5 year old Cody (newly diagnosed) both have Type 1 
(Juvenile) Diabetes.  Each year we participate in the 

Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation walk to raise money to find a 
cure.  I am hosting a Scrapbooking ―Crop‖ at Lord of Life on January 7th.  
This event is for the beginner to the well experienced, come and enjoy a 
day with other scrapbookers.  It will run from 9:00 am - 6:00 pm and 
include beverages, a light breakfast and lunch.  The donation is $20 to 
JDRF and is tax-deductible.  Email me to reserve your spot, or with any 
questions you may have, at scrapevent@hotmail.com.   

Sheila Andring 
 

 

KNOTS OF LOVE/SHAWL MINISTRY 
 

We will continue to collect scarves and hats for homeless and 
other people who can use them until the end of February; so if the 
knitters or crocheters were too late for Christmas, that's okay, we'll still 
take them. 
 

Gloria McCracken 

 

 

   A NEW YEAR ï NEW OPPORTUNITES 

 

Each new day brings promise of a new start.  For many, the start of a 
new week is the time to begin that diet, get serious about exercising, 
or forego TV viewing.  For a vast majority, though, there’s something 
especially motivating and invigorating about seeing the JANUARY 
calendar on the wall.  This is the year we’ll accomplish great things.   
 

God doesn’t necessarily call us to do great things, however.  He asks 
that we be trustworthy in small things (Luke 16:10-11).  To that end 
He gives us gifts to use to build up the Body of Christ and to reach 
out to the lost. 
  

Some of us have many gifts.  People like Michelangelo – painter, 
sculptor, and poet – and Thomas Jefferson – architect, statesman, 
and scientific farmer – come to mind.  God, the Giver of gifts, knows 
that the number of gifts each of us has varies.  Jesus told the Parable 
of the Talents pointing up this fact and teaching us that success lies 
in using what we’ve been given, not in having the greatest amount. 

 

Our gifts also differ in degree.  There are many sculptors but few, if 
any, compare to Michelangelo.  Yet their art can bring satisfaction and 
inspiration to others.  You may not be able to sing opera, but you can 
sing God’s praises.  You may not be a great orator, but you can 
witness to the love and grace of God in Christ.  You may not be a 
mechanic, but you can provide transportation for someone needing to 
get to an appointment or to church. 

 

That’s why God gives us gifts and abilities – that we may be equipped 
to serve others.  The start of a new year offers us an opportune time 
to assess those gifts and see how we can use them for God’s glory 
and the good of His people.   The motivation to do this comes from 
the same One Who gave the gifts!  Just as He was motivated by love 
for us to give us, not just our gifts, but His greatest gift, His Son, so 
we are motivated by love for Him to serve those He calls us to serve. 
 

Ronald J. Chewning 
12 Months of Congregational Stewardship 

http://us.mc804.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=scrapevent@hotmail.com


MEET THE FAMILY 
Linda Rowell and Lindsey 

 
Lindsey is the reason that Linda started attending Lord of Life 
and is also one of the main reasons she still does.  Linda and 
her husband Jim were looking for a preschool for Lindsey, who 
was 3 when they moved to Brighton in 1999.  She started at the 
preschool here, and Linda got to know Pastor Dale through the 
15-minute pre-session presentations that he gave there.  
 
Both Jim and Linda were raised in the Roman Catholic Church 
but joined a Lutheran church in Garden City soon after they 
were married.  Linda grew up in Plymouth, and attended 
Western Michigan University.  She met Jim while she was 
working at NBD when the carpentry contractor that he worked 
for was doing some work on the bank building.  She now works 
from home as a compensation consultant for CSC, usually in the 
health care field.  She has done this work for 30 years.  Jim is 
the Livingston County Building Official.   
 
She says that she believes that she landed at Lord of Life for a 
reason, because being part of Lord of Life is so rewarding.  She 
remarks that one of the reasons is that Lindsey is eager to 
come to church here, too.  Lindsey, who is a sophomore at 
Brighton High School, is a helper with the Sunday School and 
helps at Vacation Bible School.  In the past she has also served 
in the nursery.  During the summers, she works as a counselor 
at Broad Acres Camp for Kids—a camp she attended herself 
when she was younger.   
 
Lindsey is an enthusiastic athlete, being on the Phoenix club 
team, and enjoying snowboarding, wakeboarding and tubing.  
Lindsey says that, while she usually snowboards at Mt. 
Brighton, she really enjoyed a trip to Marquette to snowboard. 
Lindsey says she also enjoys most kinds of music and visiting 
her brother, Joe, who lives in Kalamazoo.  Linda says that,  
 

 
 
 
despite the differences in their ages (Joe is 25) the brother and 
sister have always been close.  Joe also enjoys many of the 
same active sports that Lindsey does.  Like Linda, Joe 
graduated from WMU and has an MBA.  He is an assistant 
manager as a branch of PNC Bank.  Not surprisingly, perhaps, 
Lindsey says that she'd also like to go to WMU when she 
graduates from high school.  She's considering physical therapy 
as a career.   
 
Linda, for her part, enjoys flower gardening; reading, especially 
fiction – Robert Ludlum is a favorite author; and watching the 
Red Wings.  She especially loves going to the games, but says 
that she and Jim don't go to many.  When I asked her what she 
did for fun, she laughed and said, ―Follow Lindsey around.‖  
While not precisely accurate, it is true that, like most team 
parents, she spends a lot of time transporting Lindsey and 
attending soccer games.  She also serves as the team manager 
for the travel soccer team.   
 
With their busy schedule, the family doesn't travel much, but 
Lindsey likes to travel to visit relatives in Wisconsin.  Linda says 
that she'd like to do some traveling in the U.S., especially to 
towns that have historical significance.  She also mentioned 
Charleston, SC, the Grand Canyon, and Walt Disney World.  
She's hoping someday to travel with her friend Claudia to 
London.   
 
The family has a Newfoundland/Labrador mix called Riley.  
(Linda says they are a big dog family – perhaps an 
understatement).  They also have an orange cat named Boots, 
which they adopted as an adult cat from the Humane Society.   
 
Gloria McCracken 


