Lord of Life
Lutheran Church
5051 Pleasant Valley Road
Brighton MI 48114

Living in God’s amazing grace

"God'’s Work. Our Hands.”

You are invited to worship with us!
9:30 am Sunday Communion Service

Rev. Dale E. Hedblad, M.Div., Board Certified Chaplain
Office Manager — Amy Newburg

Contact us:
810-227-3113 or mylordoflife@sbcglobal.net

Visit us on the web:
www.LordofLifeELCA.com

Lord of Life
Lutheran Church
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Messages for July & August 2010:

July 4, 2010 (Luke 10:1-20) Jesus commissions harvesters and laborers to
go where he would go and do what he would do.

July 11, 2010 (Luke 10:25-37) Jesus is challenged to explain what is
involved in obeying the greatest commandment.

June 18, 2010 (Luke 10:38-42) Jesus uses his visit to two sisters as an
occasion to remind disciples that an important aspect of obedience is single
minded devotion to Jesus and his word.

July 25, 2010 (Luke 11:1-13) In teaching his disciple this prayer, Jesus also
reminds them to fiomgugs edarmgnGo dGood 6csomer cy
strengthening of the community.

August 1, 2010 (Luke 12:13-21) I n Godbés reign, the #fAri
empty. o0

August 8, 2010 (Luke 12:32-40) Jesus encourages disciples to invest their

hearts and live fullyintoGoddés r ei gn.

August 15, 2010 (Luke 12:49-56) Jesus delivers harsh words about the
purifying and potentially divisive eff
August 22, 2010 (Luke 13:10-17) Jesus heals a woman on the Sabbath,

offering her a new beginning for her life.

August 29, 2010 (Luke14:7-14) Jesus observes guests jockeying for position
at the table. He uses this opportunity to teach.

Making Christ Known


http://www.lordoflifeelca.com/

JULY & AUGUST 2010 LORD OF LIFE
SPECIAL EVENTS

Communion Worship is every Sunday at 9:30 am, followed by
hospitality time.

The Shawl Ministry meets Monday, July 12", and August 2", at
7:00 pm at the church. Questions may be directed to Gloria

McCracken.

I

W 25", Tee time will be 2:00 pm, at the Majestic Golf Course in
Hartland. The cost is $20.00 per person, which includes 9

holes of golf with cart. Bring a friend; sign-up sheet is posted on the

bulletin board.

July Golf Outing i Our next golf outing will be Sunday, July

Turn your spending into giving: SCRIP order Sunday will be
taken on July 11" and again August 8" & 22", Place your order with
Colleen Hedblad.

the summer months, we will have ice cream and toppings

Ice Cream Sundaes - Please join us for worship and during
&5

during hospitality time for kids of all ages. These special
sundaes will occur once or twice a month throughout the summer.

@ Fish and Loaves meal will be on Sunday, August 8.

Volunteers are always needed and appreciated, if you would
like to help, please be at the church by 5:30 pm.

& August Golf Outing 7 Our August golf outing will be
ﬁ Sunday, August 15, at Mystic Creek, with a tee time of 2:00

pm. We will meet at Mystic Creek Golf Course at 1:30 pm.
The cost is $20.00 per person, which includes 9 holes of golf with cart
or $30.00 per person to play 18 holes of golf with cart. Bring a friend;
sign-up sheet is posted on the bulletin board.

PASTOROGS MES SAGHAUSOR 2010

"I will not leave you, nor forsake youo(Hebrews 13:5).

I met Jesus on Pleasant Valley Road. This meeting was not our first
meeting and it won't be our last. I first met Jesus as a child. My parents
introduced me to him through prayer, Sunday school, and Sunday
worship. Since then I have prayed to Jesus daily and he has led me
through this life to where I am today. Because of this relationship I have
been blessed beyond my wildest dreams, and beyond my wildest
imagination.

My calling as your pastor is the greatest honor and privilege that I have
ever known. You are all entrusted to my care to be your shepherd: to
pray for you, teach you and love you. 1 take this responsibility very
seriously and each day I thank God for this opportunity and seek his
wisdom and guidance. My pastorate with Lord of Life Church began on
July 1, 1999. Lord of Life has gone through a lot of changes in the past
11 years, but our greatest change has occurred in the lives of the people.

When I first arrived here in 1999 our average weekly attendance was 54
members. A mission start in 1972, this proud and faithful church at one
time boasted weekly attendance of 150 people. As Brighton continued to
develop and grow, more churches moved into the area. People came
and went as is the pattern, or the “ebb and flow" of church life. Today
Lord of Life consists of 438 baptized members. Our active membership is
195 people and our average weekly attendance hovers around the 100
mark. In any given church approximately 25% of the baptized
membership total will attend worship each week. A little bit of sharing of
our church’s history and our current worship numbers fall short of telling
anyone the story of Lord of Life.

For all of its 38 year history, this church has always been a special place
of worship and community involvement. Lord of Life is that special
church that still recites the Apostle’s Creed, prays the Lord’s Prayer, and
celebrates Holy Communion every Sunday. It is a place where everyone
is welcome and where every member is encouraged to take part. Itis a
place where we work together, pray together and sing God’s praises
together, and it is a place where hospitality is a core value. This is the
place where I met Jesus.

See you in Church,

Pastor Dale +



FINDING FAITH
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It's here! Summer is here! It's hot and sunny and I don’t even
care that the air conditioner stopped working. (I do feel bad,
though, for the mouse that fried in its’ wiring.) Bob’s able to golf
after a long battle with his leg injury. (And his ego doesn’t seem
to care that his handicap has nearly doubled.) 1 feel like a kid
again teaching music to over 60 kids at VBS. (They don't seem to
care that I'm a senior citizen as long as I know all the “moves”.)
The flowers are in full bloom. (And I don’t even care that the
rabbits have eaten half of them for lunch) Summer simply couldn’t
have come at a better time. We all need it nhow and we shouldn’t
waste a single minute. (Or should we?) Maybe we should waste a
few minutes. Maybe we should take time, kick back, and use a
few of those minutes to take it all in. Enjoy the warmth of the
sun, the smell of BBQ'd chicken, the beauty of green grass and
flowering plants, and the joy of baby humming birds coming to the
feeder. Since I was a kid I learned that when it rains, I can put on
my swimming suit and jump in the puddles. When it rains in my
heart I can figuratively do the same thing. I thank God for the
strength and growth that the rain brings and look forward to the
sunshine of tomorrow. When there’s thunder and lightening in my
heart, I take a big yoga breath and thank God for the opportunity
to see life through Madi's eyes. There is such joy in a child’s
trusting, forgiving, laughing, loving heart and it is guaranteed to
bring renewal to any spirit. So, if anything is weighing you down
this summer, put on your “child vision” goggles and jump in a few
puddles. I promise that you'll not only see the “fountain of youth”,
but you'll experience the “fountain of Life”.

Have a wonderful summer and please remember your commitment
to giving and serving at Lord of Life.

Growing with you in Faith,
Janie billing

JULY & AUGUST BIRTHDAYS
July
3 — Kayla Harper
4 — Dana Hahne
6 — Bob Billing & Dan Raszkowski
7 — Howard Taylor
13 — Andrea Burdick, Becca Hawley & Bailey Taylor
14 — Mike Garcia
15 — Steve Thomas & Sara Wedell
17 — Brian Klaus
18 — Duane Leinninger
21 — Pastor Dale Hedblad
22 — Jason Graham
27 — Kathy Cieszkowski

August
1 — Cherie Roesler

3 — Ariana Hantoon
5 — Clayton Terrell
6 — Jack Losert
8 - Glenn Kelly
9 — Zoeanne McCurren
10 - Tiffany DeJong
11 — Carolyn Hartleip
14 — Mike Cieszkowski
15 — Matt Schreer
17 — Carson & Eric Hahne, Emilie Elphinstone
& Sheila Andring
21 — Karen Dei, Gloria McCracken
26 — Allison & Alyssa Garcia
30 — Gloria Austin, Brett Burdick, Sue Gorniak
& Sally Sonkiss

JULY & AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES
Have a wonderful anniversary!
July
19 — John & Kathy Hartman
21 - Jim & Beth Graham
26 — David and Lynn Burgess
31 - Jim & Kathy Cieszkowski
Auqgust
1 — Chris & Brenda Allen
12 — Mike & DeLynn Garcia
22 — Howard & Alisa Taylor
30 — Bob & Janie Billing
Is your birthday or anniversary missing? If so, please let us know.



FINANCE

As I approach another mid-life birthday in July, I got to thinking about
some of the gifts I have received during my lifetime. We all know
that the greatest gifts we have received are not of a tangible nature.
Often, the greatest gifts we receive are overlooked or taken for
granted. Take for instance the teaching and instruction we have
received from our parents. I recently have begun to serve our church
by assisting with the financial aspects of our congregation. When
praying about this position, I have been reminded of the instruction
and guidance I had received from my parents during my formative
years when it comes to financial discernment and being a good
steward with what God has given me. Whether it was through
conversations or leading by example, my parents instilled in me how
to make wise financial decisions; but, more important, they taught me
that my real treasure is in Jesus. God has given us all we have as a
gift. Stewardship to me is what we do with those gifts, money or
otherwise, and how we give back to serve His purpose. God loves to
give — no matter how much we give, whether money, time or talents,
we will never catch up to how He provides for us. For that reason it
is our responsibility to provide for our families and our Christian family
as instructed in 1 Timothy, for we should know that God will continue
to provide for us. While times may be difficult or not as we had
imagined they would turn out, we should continue to thank and praise
God for all the blessings He has provided our families and
congregation.

Dan Chewning

";2 a CHURCH COOKBOOK
/\ Do you have a recipe you would like to share with the

congregation? If you do, Sheila Andring will be putting
together a cookbook for Lord of Life. You can get your recipe into the
book by sending an email to Sheila Andring at andrings@hotmail.com or
simply hand it to Sheila on Sunday at church, or emailing Lord of Life at
lordoflife@sbcglobal.net. If you have any further questions, please see
Sheila Andring.

TURN YOUR SPENDING INTO GIVING
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Great News! Great Lakes Scrip Center is pleased to announce that
Tim Hortons $10 gift cards are now available with a 5% contribution
to Lord of Life.

Remember to think of Lord of Life SCRIP when you purchase your
gasoline or hotel needs for your summer travel and vacation, or
groceries for the July 4™ cookout. There are many creative ways to
use SCRIP this summer.

SCRIP orders will be taken on July 11™, August 8", and August 22",

SCRIP earnings for June: $ 90.45
Hilleréds earning for
Total Earnings for June: 95.45
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GOLF OUTING 1 Invite a friend

Our next Golf Outing, we will be Sunday, July 25". We
will be meeting at the Majestic Golf Course, in Hartland, at 1:30 pm,
with a tee time of 2:00 pm. The cost is $20.00 per person, which
includes 9 holes of golf with a cart.

In August, our golf outing will be Sunday, August 15", at Mystic
Creek, with a tee time of 2:00 pm. We will meet at Mystic Creek Golf
Course at 1:30 pm. The cost is $20.00 per person, which includes 9
holes of golf with a cart or $30.00 for 18 holes of golf with a cart.
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Congratulations Erin and Nick Standish on the birth of
your new baby girl. Claire Elizabeth was born on June 27,
2010. Dad, Mom, and baby are doing fine, so is Aunt Kim, and
Grandma and Grandpa Dei.

June:


mailto:andrings@hotmail.com
mailto:lordoflife@sbcglobal.net

MEET THE FAMILY
Don and Joy Staisil

(July)

It took a little adjusting for Joy and Don when they moved their
memberships from Holy Cross, Livonia, to Lord of Life about 6
or 7 years ago. Even though they had already been living in
Brighton for eleven years and South Lyon before that, they had
been commuting back to their old church until the pastor that
they liked retired. After shopping around at various Lutheran
churches in the area, they were won by the small, friendly
atmosphere here, even though it was quite a change from the
very large congregation with a traditional liturgy.

Don and Joy met when they were pre-teens when Don’s family
moved from their farm in the Copper Country of the Upper
Peninsula to northwest Detroit, where Joy lived with her family.
Don was a good friend of Joy’s brother and they began dating
when they were in high school. (They both graduated from
MacKenzie High School). Joy tells the story of how Don had
promised to take her to his prom but, when the time came, he
took her best friend! She got her revenge, though, because she
insisted that he go with her to her prom, even though he was
sick with the flu. Her brother told her that she “would never
marry him.” But they were together for several years and
finally married after Don graduated from Lawrence Tech — 53
years ago.

Don got a job at Ford as a design engineer, where he worked
for 37 years before retiring. Then he worked for another 11
years at an RV dealership as a technician before finally “really”
retiring a few years ago. Joy worked for a couple of years as a
bookkeeper after finishing high school but became a full time
homemaker when they had their children. She had many years
of raising their children and to some extent some of their
grandchildren. Joy and Don have three children: Michael, who
is disabled and has two grown sons; Donna, who has a married

son and a son who is deceased; and Diane and her husband
Aldo have 12-year-old twin daughters, Angelina and Brianna,
and an 8-year-old son Jacob. Donna’s son William and his wife
Amy occasionally attend Lord of Life.

Both Don and Joy are avid readers. Joy crochets and is a
frequent contributor of baptism blankets for the Shawl! Ministry.
Don belongs to three classic car clubs and owns a restored 1963
Thunderbird Roadster. He also enjoys golfing, walking, and
bike riding. Joy and Don also own a spacious motor home in
which they travel extensively. (Joy points out that they
downsized not too long ago and she misses being able to use
her recliner in the new vehicle). They spend about six weeks in
Florida each winter and have been to every state in the union
except Alaska. They belong to the Ford Wagon Train, a family-
oriented camping club with organized trips to places within a
two hour drive of the Detroit metropolitan area. Their
schnauzer, Bandit, and Joy’s caged birds travel with them.

Don is on the Board and serves as Property Chairperson, which
means that he gets to be “on call” to deal with all the
headaches and repairs that need to happen around the church.
He also ushers frequently. Joy served on the committee to set
policy for kitchen usage and volunteers for Vacation Bible
School most years. They often provide food for the after-
service hospitality hour.

Gloria McCracken



MEET THE FAMILY
Bob and Janie Billing
(August)

Janie and Bob are unique at Lord of Life. They are the only
married couple who have each served as Board President. Janie
is the current President, and Bob served for several years some
time ago. But this is only the beginning of the multitude of
tasks they have taken on individually and together. When I
asked them if there was anything they Aadnt done at Lord of
Life, Bob mentioned that he didn't do windows. But it was hard
to think of very many areas where they haven't served.
Together with their son Dave, they form a big part of Soul
Purpose nearly every Sunday. They regularly participate in the
Christmas play and other performances. They frequently offer
food at hospitality hour after church. Janie counts offering
regularly and organizes music for Vacation Bible School (“with
complete choreography”, she says). Bob organizes monthly golf
outings during the summer and last year organized a charity
poker event at one of the local watering holes. Bob also was a
prime mover behind the fellowship hall addition a few years, an
accomplishment he feels was particularly important to Lord of
Life’s continued growth and viability as a congregation. “We're
a perfect team,” Janie says. "“We recognize each other’s
strengths and take turns being the brains and the brawn.” Bob
adds, ‘This means that Janie does all the work, and I say “Yes,
Ma'am.”

This team effort started over 41 years ago when Bob and Janie
met in a Minnesota tavern, not surprisingly through music.
They were both singing there in different groups and soon were
dating. They had both grown up in St. Cloud, MN, and still have
family there. They came to Michigan in 1986 as a result of
consolidation at Nickola Foods, where Bob was the office
manager. Three months after they arrived, the company
folded, but they remained in Michigan. (Bob says it was
because the greater number of golf courses). Bob currently is a

salesman selling cigars to golf courses in the area, but Janie
and Bob have both been involved in the restaurant business
over the course of the years. They have owned restaurants in
Minnesota and Michigan and Janie still works in the industry.

Just about everyone knows their sons John and Dave. John has
a son Danny, who is 13. Dave is married to Ruby. They have a
18-month-old daughter, Madi, and live in New Hudson.

As anyone who has ever talked to Bob knows, he's is an ardent
golfer — and has been since he was 12 years old. He and Janie
both belong to golf leagues, and they each direct their
respective leagues — Janie at Tanglewood and Bob at The
Huntmore. Early in their marriage, Janie, tired of being a golf
widow, secretly took lessons during the winter one year and
surprised Bob in the spring with her newfound accomplishment.
Besides golfing, they both like to read. Bob likes political and
current events non-fiction and enjoys an occasional James
Patterson novel. Janie is fond of books by Mary Higgins Clark.
Janie does a lot of gardening in their yard in Hartland, and they
both like seeing what birds come to their nine different kinds of
bird feeders. Janie also likes crossword puzzles and, until back
problems prevented it, working out. Janie and Bob try to take
one tropical vacation a winter and frequently go to Minnesota to
visit family. They also visit a friend in Florida most years and
like to travel around the state.

Gloria McCracken



BLOOMING CHRISTIANS

Read Matthew 25:14-29
Encourage on another and build each other up...
warn those who are idle, encourage the timid, help
the weak; be patient with everyone...always try
to be kind to each other and to everyone else.
- 1 Thessalonians 5:11, 14, 15, (NIV)

Each spring a rhododendron bush in my backyard is covered in frilly
pink flowers. Not all the buds open at the same time, however. For a
while, fully unfurled and half-opened blossoms share space with tight,
green buds that give no hint of opening. But I know that warmed by
sun, nourished by soil, and refreshed by rain, those green buds will
bloom in due time.

Christians also bloom at different times. Some serve visibly and
eagerly in the church as deacons, teachers and leaders or with the
hungry and homeless in the community. Others, like half-opened
flowers, reluctantly agree to help on committees. Then there are
those whose growth is less obvious to us. Like unopened buds, they
need the warmth of fellowship, the nourishment of God’s word, and
the refreshment of love in order to bloom.

We cannot hurry the spiritual growth of others any more than I can
force my rhododendron to bloom. But we may provide a climate for
growth by inviting people into our homes, by discussing current issues
from a biblical viewpoint, and by letting the love of God flow through
us to meet their needs.

Prayer: O God, help us to bloom as faithful disciples in the world
around us. Amen.

Thought for the Day: How am I nurturing others in faith?

Shirley Brosius (Pennsylvania)
The Upper Room — May —June 2010

The above is an example taken from the The Upper Room
devotionals. These devotionals are located on the table in the
Narthex. Please help yourself to one.

Ahoy Matees!

We found treasure at this year’s vacation bible school. There
were plenty of shipmates who joined in as we explored God's
riches. A total of 67 little sailors attended, along with 33
seasoned helpers and teachers. We discovered that God’s word
is true, surprising, comforting, life-changing and that God’s
word is for everyone.

While on the High Seas, we discovered new friends and raised
$567.00 for the people of the Dominica. Enjoy the rest of your
summer and we look forward to our next voyage together.

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER

Linda Smith, Alex Schreer, Sgt. Ryan Hedblad, PFC Chris

Simones, Sgt. Shane Moon, POFC John Davis, all troops serving
worldwide, Judith Loefler, Mary Anne Kelly, Ann Marie Kargel, Walter
Steen, Paul Arrak, Dee White, Maureen English, Max and Toby Mingo-
McDonald, Jim Maynard, Lisa Lizak, Bill Swanson, Austin and Melissa
Reed, Daniel Billing, Roy Fox, Royhl Hedblad, Walter Murphy, Louise and
Bob Livernois, David Moilanen, Marilyn Roxbury, Betty Parish, Sara
Hawley, Paul Michaelson, Jim Henderson, Irene Zizka, Bea Snider, Jim
Morse, Bob and Janie Billing, Doreen Wallace, Donna Hamlin, Cheryl
Hawley, Howard Stefon, Rachel Postma, Clayton Terrell, Al McDonald,
and Norm Boyer.



