Lord of Life Lutheran Church
& Preschool
5051 Pleasant Valley Road
Brighton MI 48114

Living in God’s amazing grace

"God'’s Work. Our Hands.”

You are invited to worship with us!
9:30 am Sunday Communion Service
10:45 am Sunday School

Rev. Dale E. Hedblad, M.Div., Board Certified Chaplain
Office Manager — Amy Newburg
Preschool Director — Deanna Keranen

Contact us:
810-227-3113 or mylordoflife@sbcglobal.net

Visit us on the web:
www.LordofLifeELCA.com

Lord of Life
Lutheran Church

Messages for March 2010:

March 7, 2010 (Luke 13:1-9) Asked about current tragic events, Jesus turns
a lesson about whether suffering is deserved into a hard call to obedience.
He then tells a parable that holds out hope that the timeline for ultimate
judgment will be tempered by patience.

March 14, 2010 (Luke 15:1-32) Jesus tells a parable about a son who
ponders his father’s love only after he has spurned it. The grace he receives
is beyond his hopes. That same grace is a crisis for an older brother who
believed it was his obedience that earned his place in the father's home.

March 21, 2010 (John 12:1-8) Judas willfully misinterprets as waste Mary’s
extravagant act of anointing Jesus’ feet with costly perfume. Jesus
recognizes that her lavish gift is both an expression of love and an
anticipation of his burial.

March 28, 2010 (Luke 22:14-23:56) Palm Sunday, Through the teachings
and events of the passion story we see and hear the great contradictions that
characterize the coming of God's reign. The leader serves, the empty
disciples are able to fill others, proud Peter is revealed in his cowardice, and
Jesus — innocent bringer of life — is arrested, beaten, executed, and buried.

Making Christ Known


http://www.lordoflifeelca.com/

MARCH 2010 LORD OF LIFE SPECIAL EVENTS

LENTEN SERVICES - 7:00 pm:
March 3, 10", 17" and 24™

HOLY WEEK SERVICES:

March 28™:  Palm Sunday, 9:30 am

Palm Sunday Brunch & Bazaar immediately following
Worship

Maundy Thursday, 7:00 pm

Good Friday — Veneration of the Cross, 1:00 pm
Easter Sunday, 9:30 am, followed by Easter Brunch
and Easter egg hunt.

April 1%
April 2"
April 4

Communion Worship is every Sunday at 9:30 am, followed by
& hospitality time and Sunday school.

Sunday school for children ages 3 through the 8" grade is each Sunday,
10:45 - 11:30 am.

Confirmation class meets every Sunday from 11:30 am -12:30 pm. Pastor
Dale leads this group.

- First Holy Communion Class will meet Sunday’s during Sunday
4 school.

The Shawl Ministry meets Monday, March 1%, 7:00 pm, at the church.
Questions may be directed to Gloria McCracken.

The Board of Ministry meeting is Monday, March 8", at 7:00pm.

Turn your spending into giving. SCRIP orders will be taken on March
7" and 21" A SCRIP order form with our most popular retailers will be
available on the table in the narthex or can be downloaded at our church
website at www.lordoflifeelca.com. For a complete list of SCRIP retail
participants, visit www.glscrip.com. Place your order with Colleen Hedblad.

__On
P XN SPRING
AHEAD

Knots of Love Knitting & Crocheting Circle meets Tuesday, March
16™, 7:00 pm, at LOL.

Daylight Savings begins Sunday, March 14", at 2:00 am.
Remember to turn your clocks forward one hour.
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Pizza and Games Night will be Friday, March 26", from 6:00pm-—
8:00pm. Ages 3-14 are welcomed. Free will donations will be
accepted and the money raised will go towards VBS.
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PASTOR' S MESSMAREH F OR

il can do all things
(Philippians 4:13).

The six-week season of Lent is a holy time of spiritual growth for every believer.
During this season of the church, we reflect on our life as it oncewas, as it is
today, and how we believe God wants it to be tomorrow This three-part
reflection process can be life changing when we consider how God is actively
involved in every human life. God creates us, loves us, and calls us to take part
in His creation. God leaves nothing to chance, sending Jesus to redeem us and
giving us the Holy Spirit to guide us.

t hrough

This holy season of Lent helps to prepare us fortheon-g 0 i n g
Life is a blessing from God. It is filled with peaks and valleys, ups and downs,
victories and defeats. Each one of these life experiences have a role in shaping
us, thus they all serve a vital purpose in making us who we are today. This
year6s Winter Olympics in
stories of heroism. Each Olympian has a unique story of personal struggle as
he/she has followed their dreams. To a person, each of these brave young
athletes have persevered times of hardship, and overcome many setbacks and
struggles along the way. When this winter competition is over, some will return
home with medals of gold, silver or bronze. Others will return home with
heartbreaking stories of what might have been. They will all return home
winners, however, for they have all followed their dreams.

In Ilife, there are three Cb6s that | e

1. Calling- God has given us the gift of life and has blessed us with
talents and abilities to be used in our lifetime. God gives each of us
the vision and ability to dr ean
These hopes and dreams keep us moving forward.

2. Commitment- God sustains us daily with his Holy Spirit,
encouraging us to persevere through tough times and pitfalls we
encounter along the way. As S
good for those who | ove the Lor

3. Character- God continues to shape us through the victories and
defeats of life experience. Suffering-Perseverance-Character-Hope
(Romans 5:3).

Through the waters of Holy Baptism God calls us to relationship with Him in the
iAol ympics of life,d in the world th

specifically talented to achieve the purpose that God has set aside for us do. We
all have the God-given gift of faith. All that is necessary is for us to exercise this
gift daily in order for us to grow to our fullest potential.

Growing with you,

Pastor Dale +
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It's been nearly 2 months since Bob’s knee injury and subsequent
complications.

We've spent every single day at the hospital for his treatment, surgery,
and continued IV antibiotic therapy. Repairing his knee will follow only
after the rest of the treatment is completed. We've somehow missed the
entire season of Epiphany without having a single one (I usually have
several). We're now in the season of Lent (Although I feel like we've
spent more than 40 days and nights in the desert already). Maybe, it's
time for a “Mountain top experience” (or maybe God is speaking to us
every day through this experience). We've reached a point where we
ask a lot of questions. When? How much longer? Is there a light at the
end of the tunnel (daylight, flashlight, BUD LIGHT, any light)?

As painful as this has been for Bob and exhausting as it has been for me,
we've found strength through our faith and our love for each other.
We've found great joy in small things (did you know that if you’re unable
to sit through a movie, going through a car wash watching the brushes,
and suds, is very entertaining?). Going to the barber is a necessary
challenge and we are so blessed that Bob doesn't have a lot of hair.

Easter will be so joyous this year since we actually started Lent in
January. We've practiced being patient (in-patient and out-patient). We
more closely identify with lyrics in songs (hymns of praise, not just
country western songs). I've stopped praying for good hair days and
now pray for good leg days for Bob. I've also promised to stop hiding his
walker (I only did it twice).

The other day I read, “The Best Time to Relax is When You Don't Have
the Time.” The same can be said about prayer, thanksgiving, and
LAUGHTER. No matter what your circumstance is today, take time to
laugh. With all the medications Bob’s on, it doesn’t have to be a belly
buster. A few chuckles a day is a prescription for a healthy spirit.

Thanks, again, to all of you for your continued prayers, cards, and gifts.

Growing with you in Faith,
Janie billing

MARCH BIRTHDAYS

May you experience an abundant measure
of His grace and peace throughout the year
ahead.

01 — Justin Thomas & Rob McCurren
02 — Larry Hartleip, Scout Taylor
04 — Karen Myrand & Annette Olsen
07 — Colleen Hedblad & Wayne Moilanen
08 — Connie Keech
11 — Brendan Myrand, Erin Standish
& Robbie Taylor
16 — Ellie Gargolia
17 — Barb Wardrop
19 — Nancy Diehr & Alisa Taylor
20 — Frances Luker
22 — Tim Dei
23 — Pat Cataldo & Jennifer Klaus
29 — Joshua Newburg

MARCH ANNIVERSARY

Have a wonderful anniversary!

15 — Aaron and Sheila Andring
18 — Eric and Amy Newburg

Is your birthday or anniversary missing? If so, please let us know.

INSPIRATIONAL

“Return to the Lord, your God, for he is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love.”

Lutheran Book of Worship — Setting #1



MEET THE FAMILY

Colin and Annette Olsen
Callie, Mikaila and Annika

You can't miss the Olsen’s. Annette, Colin and their three
daughters are active participants in the mission of Lord of Life.
Annette, of course, is famous for her catering of many Lord of Life
events. Colin is regularly seen ushering and will be one of the
Lenten service monologists. And the three girls have served as
nursery caretakers, acolytes and Sunday school program
participants over the six or so years that the Olsen’s have been
members. Annette has also occasionally served on the Altar Guild
and counted offerings.

The Olsen’s came to Lord of Life from Walled Lake Shepherd of the
Lakes when they moved to New Hudson and decided that traveling
that distance back to their old church was not practical. They tried
out Lord of Life, after getting the number out of the phone book;
they liked what they experienced and soon became members.
Annette notes that there are about 8 or 9 households in their
medium-sized subdivision that attend here, too.

Colin and Annette both grew up in Livonia. They met when they
were both working for Annette's father at an engineering firm.
Colin still is in the engineering field, doing applications engineering
for Durr EcoClean in Auburn Hills, a tier-one automotive supplier.
Annette cooks for sixty 3 and 4 year olds at a preschool in Novi.
She is also a culinary instructor at Dorsey Business School at their
Roseville campus.

The whole family enjoys sports. Colin is in a golf league. Annette
also golf's ("if you can call it that,” she laughs). During the winter,
they belong to a bowling league. Callie, a junior at South Lyon
East High School, is a cross country runner and has letters in that
sport as well as for soccer and for academics.

Mikaila plays basketball, volleyball, and powder-puff football. She
is in 8" grade at Centennial Middle School. Annika is also at

Centennial Middle School, in the 6™ grade, and enjoys volleyball
and running.

The family also takes an annual camping trip with a rented
camper. With several other families, they go to a different state
park each summer. Last year's trip was to Hoeft State Park in
Presque Isle County. They like to be near one of the Great Lakes
and especially like visiting lighthouses — the girls and Colin go to
the top when possible and Annette, who isn't fond of heights,
checking out the light keepers' living quarters. Annette likes doing
Dutch oven cooking and wowed the other families when she
produced pizzas over the open fire for about 25 people one year.

Callie, who says she is interested in pursuing a career in
Mathematical Biology. She is a member of the National Honor
Society and loves to read. She is an ardent knitter and has, with
one of her friends, started a lunchtime knitting club at school. She
has done some rather ambitious traveling, serving as a student
ambassador to Australia when she was 10 and spending five
weeks in Colombia with relatives last summer. She'd like to travel
to Europe someday.

Mikaila likes Spanish and math. She also is a self-taught piano
player and is in choir. She is handy in the kitchen, often getting
dinner started before Annette gets home from work.

Annika also likes to read, but her passion is art, particularly
painting. She's also been experimenting with paper making
recently.

The sixth member of the Olsen family is Hunny (aka Hunny Brown,
depending on whether you ask Colin or Annette), a 15-pound
cocker/King Charles spaniel mix.

Gloria McCracken



MARCH 2010 SCRIP

Scrip fundraising is simple: do your regular weekly shopping with gift
cards from America's favorite retailers. With each purchase, Lord of
Life earns cash rebates that can quickly add up to hundreds of dollars
a year.

Scrip is a powerful fundraising tool because families generate revenue
through purchases they would make anyway. Groceries, clothing, toys,
gifts; even gasoline can be purchased with Scrip.
Scrip orders will be taken March 7" and March 21%. Help us to help
others by making Scrip a part of your family’s regular shopping
routine.
January 2010 SCRIP Earnings: $60.20
Hiller's e&80nings:
Busch' s: $19.00
Total earnings: $81.70
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Sy FIRST HOLY COMMUNION CELEBRATION
March 21%:

Bailey Taylor Justin Klaus

Cris Keech Brendan Klaus
\_/
b-\“"’f “Kids Pizza and Game N
CK geag, (AKA parents date night) for ages 3 — 14
OV sge March 26"™: 6:00 — 8:00 pm

All youth are invited to attend a pizza and game night at Lord of Life
to support our 2010 Vacation Bible School program this coming June.
A free will donation will be accepted for the evening. All money
collected will help offset the cost of our Vacation Bible School
program. Come and experience a preview of the High Seas
Adventure VBS program.

Hope to see you on the 26!
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STEWARDSHIP

Lord of Life will be hosting its Third Annual Palm Sunday Bazaar on
March 28, 2010. This year we will be serving a catered brunch. We
are suggesting a free-will offering with all of the proceeds going
towards our ministry budget for 2010. In addition to the catered
brunch we will have some games for the kids and some crafts for
sale.

Artisans of all kinds are welcome to sell their wares at our annual
fundraiser. So all you secret crafters, artisans or cooks this is the
place to try out your wares! Costumes and creative table displays are
encouraged. Some activities planned include a hula-hoop contest, a
cakewalk, a 50/50 Raffle and more... If anyone is interested in
donating a homemade cake or pie for the cakewalk or helping with
the 50/50 Raffle please let us know or sign up at church. Please look
for more information on the bulletin board in the entry, and feel free
to contact me with any questions or comments.

Theresa Olechiw
tmolechiw@comcast.net or (248) 437-6976

Sign up here
for neighborhood
cleanup

@pwing the example of our
Great Steward, we serve
others, putting their needs
before our own.

“Just as the Son of Man did not come
to be served, but to serve, and to
give His life as a ransom for many”
(Matthew 20:28)

Ronald J. Chewning

12 Months of Congregational Stewardship
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