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“God‟s Work. Our Hands.” 
 

 

You are invited to worship with us! 
9:30 am Sunday Communion Service 

10:45 am Sunday School 
 
 
 

Rev. Dale E. Hedblad, M.Div., Board Certified Chaplain 
Office Manager – Amy Newburg 

Preschool Director – Deanna Keranen 

 

Contact us: 
810-227-3113 or mylordoflife@sbcglobal.net 

 

Visit us on the web: 
www.LordofLifeELCA.com 

 

Lord of Life  
Lutheran Church

Messages for November 2009:  
November 1, 2009 (John 11:32-44) Through the raising of Lazarus, Jesus offers 
the world a vision of the life to come, when death and weeping will be no more. 
 

November 8, 2009 (Mark 12:38-44) After engaging in a series of public 
arguments with religious leaders in the temple, Jesus contrasts the proud and 
oppressive ways of those leaders with the sacrificial humility and poverty of the 
widow. 
 

November 15, 2009 (Mark 13:1-8) In the last week of his life, Jesus warned his 
disciples concerning trials that were to come upon them and upon the world.  He 
exhorts the listener:  Do not be alarmed. 
 

November 22, 2009 (John 18:33-37) In Johnôs gospel, the story of Jesus and 
Pilate presents two different ways of exercising power:  through force or with 
love. 
 

November 25, 2009 (Matthew 6:25-33) Wednesday, Thanksgiving Eve, 
7:00pm.  In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus taught his disciples about the 

providence of God so that they would regard life with thanksgiving and trust 
rather than anxiety.  
 

November 29, 2009 (Luke 21:25-36) God will fulfill Godôs purposes and, already, 
hidden signs of that fulfillment abound.  On that great day there will be dismay, 
perplexity, confusion, and terror, but Godôs people shall be given strength to 
stand boldly and receive Godôs promised redemption. 

Making Christ Known  

http://www.lordoflifeelca.com/


  

NOVEMBER 2009 LORD OF LIFE  SPECIAL EVENTS 
 
Consecration Sunday  is November 15th, 9:30 am worship with 
guest speaker Bob Steeh. 

Communion Worship is every Sunday at 9:30 am, followed by 
hospitality time and Sunday school. 

Sunday school  for children ages 3 through the 8th grade is each 
Sunday, 10:45 – 11:30 am. 

Confirmation class  meets every Sunday from 11:30 am - 
12:30 pm. Pastor Dale leads this group. 

The Shawl Ministry  meets Monday, November 2nd, 7:00 pm, at the 
church.  Questions may be directed to Gloria McCracken. 

The Board of Ministry  meeting is Monday, November 9th, at 
7:00pm. 

Turn your spending into giving.  SCRIP  orders will be taken on 
November 8th, 22nd, and 29th; as well as, December 6th and 13th.  A 
SCRIP order form with our most popular retailers will be available on 
the table in the narthex or can be downloaded at our church website 
at www.lordoflifeelca.com.  For a complete list of SCRIP retail 
participants, visit www.glscrip.com.  Place your order with Colleen 
Hedblad. 

Knots of Love  Knitting & Crocheting Circle meets Tuesday, 
November 17th, 7:00 pm, at LOL.   

Thanksgiving Worship  is Wednesday, November 26th, at 
7:00 pm. 

 

Annual Christmas Dinner/pageant  and Silent Auction 
will be Sunday, December 6th, beginning at 4:30 pm. 

 

PASTORôS MESSAGE FOR NOVEMBER 2009  
 

          ñFaith is the substance of things hoped for, 

     the evidence of things not yet seen.ò (Hebrews 11:1)                                                                                      
 

Greetings in Christ!  This month we celebrate thanksgiving, a day we set aside to 

give God thanks for our many blessings.  Thanksgiving Day is a day of 

reflection, family gatherings, food and fellowship.  Thanksgiving in America 

began back in 1620, when a group of brave men and women ventured across the 

Atlantic Ocean in search of a better life.  The voyage to America took two 

months and many people died while making the trip, or shortly after their arrival 

due to harsher than expected conditions.  These pilgrims learned many lessons in 

their first year in America, including how to adapt to their new environment, 

trusting the Indian population and most importantly, they learned to trust in God 

to provide.   
 

Our faith in God is tested and strengthened throughout our lives.  It is often said 

in theology that life is a journey of faith that we take alone, even though we are 

in the midst of company.  Each decision that we make continues to shape our 

character and our life.  The pilgrims took great risks in order to have a better 

quality of life.  It wasnôt easy but I bet that if we could talk to any of them today, 

they would insist it was all worth it.  Today we find ourselves at the end of 2009 

and our world is still struggling with the fears that come from a shaky economy.  

In the midst of signs of progress that jobs are slowly returning, we gather to give 

God thanks for his faithfulness in providing our daily bread. 
 

In the month of November Godôs Word speaks to us about the realities of lifeôs 

limits and endings.  As the days grow shorter due to the change from daylight 

savings time to standard time, we feel the darkness of November, natureôs own 

witness and reminder of our mortality.  We gather to celebrate All Saints Day 

and Thanksgiving Day, aware of our losses and of the absence of those who have 

died.  Our Scripture texts for this month speak of Godôs faithful, abiding 

presence and promise of new life that is ours if we remain faithful. On 

Consecration Sunday we will pledge our faithfulness to God both individually 

and collectively as the body of Christ in this community.   
 

Here at Lord of Life we have a lot to be thankful for: faithful people, generous 

hearts, helping hands, and kind souls.  God is faithfully leading us through our 

current wilderness experience brought on by a weak economy and job loss.  Like 

others who have gone before us, God is encouraging us to keep the faith. I am 

thankful for each of you and I am honored to be with you on what may prove to 

be our greatest journey of faith in our churchôs 37 year history. 
 
 

Serving with you,  

Pastor Dale+  



 

                         
One thing I know for sure is that, in our journey to find faith, we are 
given opportunity at every turn and in every corner.  Presently, and in 
the next couple of weeks, we will be examining and renewing our 
personal commitment to God, and celebrating our pledge to His service 
on Consecration Sunday, Nov. 15th. 
 

There are questions we will ask ourselves along the way.  Maybe we 
haven‟t assessed the spiritual value of our giving and serving before.  
Some questions may be difficult to ask and even more difficult to answer.  
But God calls us to examine the strength of our faith and promises 
abundant joy in our commitment. 
 

Here are some questions I have asked myself, and hope you will find 
them helpful in determining the depth of your commitment. 
 

Do I give out of a grateful heart, giving back to God what is first His? Or 
do I give out of habit, worrying that if I don‟t, the building may fall 
down?  Do I serve because it is the right thing to do, and in serving 
others, I serve God?  Or do I serve out of obligation when no one else 
has signed up?  Do I give to God my “first fruits”?  Or do I give God my 
leftovers?  Is tithing a goal that can be met in small increments, or is it 
an impossible concept never to be considered? 
 

I hope that all of us will find a deeper faith and a new level of 
commitment through this journey.  I know, already, that I will celebrate 
Thanksgiving with a more grateful heart than I have ever known.  I ask 
God to bless each of us as we consider our personal commitment and 
consecrate ourselves to Him on Nov. 15th. 
 

Growing with you in Faith, 

Janie Billing  
 

THANKSGIVING PRAYER  
 

Merciful God, 
 

We offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given 
us-ourselves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love.  
Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  Amen 
 

Lutheran Book of Worship 

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS  
 

03 – Karen Koss & Aaron Andring 
05 – Tom Zizka 

13 – Janie Billing 
18 – Jim Rowell 

20 – Judy Ashton 
22 – Megan Wedell, Cody Andring,  

& Madilyn Billing 
25 – Tonda DeVault 
28 – Daniel Garcia 

29 – Matthew Harper 
30 – Austin Andring 

 

     NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES  
 

11 – Colin & Annette Olsen 
23 – Scott & Karen Myrand 

25 – Tim & Karen Dei 
28 – Aaron & Samantha Hawley 

 
 
TURN YOUR SPENDING INTO GIVING  
 

Are you participating in SCRIP?  If not, you can help Lord of Life raise 
money while doing your everyday shopping.  All you have to do is 
purchase gifts cards from America‟s favorite retailers and use them in 
place of cash, checks, or credit cards for purchases you were going to 
make any way!  Each card purchased carries a “contribution” of 2-15% 
or more.  In addition to the SCRIP program, we are participating in REI 
gift cards, which are available in $25 denomination with an 8% 
contribution.  The REI card can be redeemed for merchandise at any REI 
store, REI.com, REI-Outlet.com, or on REI catalog purchases.  If you 
need additional information regarding SCRIP, REI gift cards or need a 
Kroger, Hiller‟s or Busch‟s grocery card, contact Colleen Hedblad. 
 

 

OCTOBER SCRIP EARNINGS:   $217.92  

The SCRIP order dates for November will be the 8th, 22nd, and 29th. The 
dates for December will be the 6th and the 13th.    

 

FINDING FAITH  



 

 

       CONSECRATION SUNDAY  
             November 15, 2009  

 
 

St. Paul writes, "This is how you should regard us, as servants of 
Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God.  Moreover, it is required 
of servants that they be found trustworthy" (I Corinthians 4:1-2).  On 
this special day we will be committing ourselves, both individually and 
as a congregation, to God's service.  The two hallmarks of our 
Christian faith are giving and serving.  Consecration means that we 
are "set apart" to do God's work. 
 
 
 
 

 

         PRESCHOOL CORNER 

          
      ñHiò from the preschool! 
 
 

We have been having so much fun this month!  We went to the fire 
station, and had a wonderful time there!  The children learned some 
important fire safety rules, we were able to see how a fire fighter 
looks and sounds in all of his gear (many children were very leery of 
the firefighter; which is why they want the children to see them with 
all of their gear on, so they won't be scared of them and want to hide 
during a fire), and of course see the fire and rescue trucks! 
 
In November we will be learning about dental health, celebrating our 
country with a red, white and blue week, and of course, Thanksgiving 
(Can you believe it?)!  We have open spots in our 3 and 4 year old 
classes, so please pass the word!  Have a happy month! 
 
Thank you, 

Deanna Keranen and Tiffany Cataldo  
 
 

 

The Lord of Life Christmas Pageant practices are underway, and 
our young actors are hard at work already.  Thank you to all the 
parents who have made it possible for your children to 
participate.  As I've been saying, “I know this year our stars are 
really going to shine.”  
  

Please remember that we have practices on Wednesday‟s, from 
6:30-7:30 pm.  We WILL NOT hold practice on November 25th, 
as it is the day before Thanksgiving, and we have our 
Thanksgiving Worship at 7:00 pm, as well as many families are 
out of town.  Please remember that we will be holding our 
Dress Rehearsal on Saturday, December 5th, from 10:00 am to 
12:00 pm.   
 

All parishioners make sure you mark your calendars for Sunday, 
December 6th, as we will be performing “Heli, the Star of 
Bethlehem” that evening before the church‟s annual Christmas 
Dinner and Silent Auction.  Can't wait to see you all there! 
 

God bless,  
Tiffany Cataldo   

 
 
 
Important Dates  for the Christmas Pageant:  
Practice Dates:  10/21, 10/28, 11/4, 11/11, 11/18, 12/2 from 

6:30 pm - 7:30 pm 
Dress Rehearsal:  12/5 from 10:00 am – 12:00 pm 
Performance:  12/6 Arrive no later than 4:15 pm 
  

 
 
 
 

 
      EDUCATION CORNER  

 

Happy Thanksgiving!!!! 



MEET THE FAMILY  
Mark and Donna Hawley 

 

Any time you feel a little busy, think about Donna and Mark 
Hawley.  Mark is half owner and CFO of a property management 
business, a job that requires a fair amount of travel as well as 
day to day work.  Donna has held several jobs, working at a 
bank and at Brighton library, starting a natural food store and 
running a balloon delivery service, both in Ohio before they 
moved here to Brighton. 
 

But that is only the beginning of their many activities.  They try 
to take one or maybe two big trips a year just for fun.  They‟ve 
traveled to many places in Europe (Ireland and Spain are 
favorite) and most recently to Alaska.  In addition, they 
regularly travel to Florida and St. Louis to visit with family.   
 

Mark‟s participation in a barbershop quartet occasions another 
annual trip to Kalamazoo for the state contest – a contest in 
which Mark‟s group regularly places first or second.  Depending 
on the results, they may also go to Philadelphia for the national 
contest.  The quartet has also performed in Denver.  Mark is 
also a part of the Livingston Lamplighters and plays Santa for 
the Livingston Chorale. 
 

Donna has varied and many interests as well.  For many years 
she volunteered at the Red Balloon Tea Room before it closed.  
She has also been involved for a long time with a non-
denominational Bible study that meets weekly and with 
Winsome Women, a Christian women‟s group which has an 
annual retreat at the Grand Hotel on Mackinac Island, which she 
also attends.  She also went the Red Hat Society national 
convention.   
 

Both Donna and Mark recently have recovered from major 
surgeries, but that only slowed them down temporarily.  Donna  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

has been one of the stalwarts of the Prayer Shawl Ministry 
group, having crocheted many prayer and baptism shawls.  She 
also serves on the Altar Guild.  Mark has been the church 
treasurer for quite a few years – a job he inherited from Donna.  
They both occasionally read the Sunday lessons and Mark often 
sings in the choir at Christmas and Easter.   
 

Donna and Mark met at West Kentucky University.  Donna was 
from Florida, Mark from Louisville.  After they were married, 
they lived in Florida for a time and then in Ohio.  They adopted 
a daughter, Shannon, who has two children:  Piper, 12, and 
London, 10.  Shannon lives in Nashville and coordinates cell 
phone and other communication repair for K-Mart.  Soon, they 
had Rebecca, who lives in Brighton and works at the University 
of Michigan assisting Asian students.  Several years later son 
Aaron was born.  He is married to Samantha, a currently 
unemployed dental assistant, and works for Mark as a 
community manager.  Aaron and Samantha have two children, 
Michael, 5, and Arianna, 2.  Arianna was recently baptized here 
at Lord of Life.   
 

Donna comes from a Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod 
background; Mark is the son of a Presbyterian minister.  Mark‟s 
brother-in-law was an American Lutheran Church minister, and 
they saw the ALC as a sort of middle ground.  They moved to 
Michigan in 1987 and soon became members of Lord of Life. 
 

Gloria McCracken  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



FROM THE KITCHEN  
ñOne Who Practices Hospitality,  
Entertains God Himselfò 

 

Autumn is here and as we think about warm cinnamon donuts, sweet 
apple cider and hearty homemade dishes we find it a perfect time to 
make some improvements to the ways of our kitchen and our 
hospitality services each week to better all of us at Lord of Life.   
 
As a way to do this, the following are some revisions we would like to 
bring to your attention: 
 

¶ We ask that you recognize your responsibility to assist in 
cleaning up the fellowship area and kitchen when you sign up 
for hospitality. 

¶ After hospitality, please feel free to take all leftovers with you.  
If you do not wish to take them, give them away, toss them or 
freeze AND date anything that can be frozen. 

¶ When purchasing items that can be purchased in bulk and 
perishes quickly (ex: salad dressings) please reconsider its use 
and downsize to a regular size container. 

¶ In an effort to comply with Health Department regulations, we 
also ask that you please follow the guidelines posted on the 
refrigerator. 

 
Annette Olsen and  
Kelly Cieszkowski  
 

 
 

 

     THANKSGIVING CHALLENGE  
 
Lord of Life is once again collecting donations for the 
Gleaners Food Bank.  We are asking you to donate food 

by Thanksgiving.  For each dollar donated, 3 people are fed.  This means 
a check for $33.00 will feed 100 people.  This is a great way to make 
sure that the less fortunate are going to be able to enjoy a wonderful 
Thanksgiving meal.   
 
 

 
                                STEWARDSHIP  
 
 
Fall is here and it is time to start thinking about the Holiday 
season!  I am very excited to be involved with the planning of 
Lord of Life‟s Second Annual Silent Auction.  Once again the 
Silent Auction will be held on Sunday, December 6th following 
the Christmas Programs.  We are asking each Lord of Life family 
to consider donating either a themed basket, or item for the 
auction.  Popular items from last year included Gourmet Dinner 
for eight made by our own Tom Zizka, Golf Basket, Bed and 
Bath Basket, Script Basket, Pie of the Month, and the Star Wars 
basket.  Baskets could include handmade items, donated items 
from the community or items which families purchase.  If you 
are planning on purchasing items for your basket, I suggest 
using a script card from Lord of Life.  By doing so, you are again 
making a donation to the church.   With this fundraiser, there 
are potentially (3) ways for you to make increased giving to 
Lord of Life through this fundraiser: 
 

1. Make any purchases with a SCRIP card.   
2. The purchase value of any items/baskets will be credited 

toward your giving.  Forms will be giving out as baskets 
are turned in.   

3. Baskets you purchase at the Silent Auction will also be 
credited towards your giving.   
 

With the auction being held before Christmas, you will be able 
to do some Christmas shopping while giving to the church.  
What a wonderful way to start out the holiday! 
 
Peace and Blessing! 
Theresa Olechiw  
 

 

 

 



Can I Be Trusted with Much? 
 

Oswald Chambers wrote, “Not every man can carry a full cup.  Sudden 
elevation frequently leads to pride and a fall.  The most exciting test of 
all to survive is prosperity.”  This quote provides a clear warning:  Those 
who become prosperous are also very likely to become filled with pride.  
Pride can cause inflated egos and self-worthiness.  Agur, a writer of 
proverbs, gave us this warning: “. . . give me neither poverty nor riches 
but give me only my daily bread.  Otherwise, I may have too much and 
disown you and say, „Who is the Lord?‟ or I may become poor and steal 
and so dishonor the name of my God” (Proverbs 30:8-9).  When our bills 
are paid and we have money in the bank, we may feel secure and 
depend only on ourselves.  In speaking about the curse of success, 
someone once said, “Ninety-nine people out of 100 can handle adversity 
whereas only one out of 100 can handle prosperity.”  The wealth that 
many seek can be more of a curse than a blessing. 
 

God blesses us with work and the ability to earn our incomes.  
Unfortunately, we may foolishly begin to believe that we are solely 
responsible for the success we‟ve achieved.  As Moses wrote, “You may 
say to yourself, „My power and the strength of my hands have produced 
this wealth for me.‟ But remember the Lord your God, for it is He Who 
gives you the ability to produce wealth . . .” (Deuteronomy 8:18).  We 
should understand that only by God‟s grace are we able to have a place 
to call home, a savings account, and a retirement plan.  God‟s Word is 
clear that we are managers, not owners.  “The earth is the Lord‟s and 
everything in it, the world, and all who live in it” (Psalm 24:1).   
 

Even though it is difficult to pass the test with money, the Holy Spirit, 
working through the Word, enables us to understand that all we are and 
have are gifts from God.  Joseph provides us a good example of 
stewardship.  Separated from his home and family, he still trusted God 
and feared Him, refusing to give in to the temptations that came with the 
position God enabled him to fill.  As second in command in Egypt, one of 
the most powerful kingdoms of his day, he retained his humility, realizing 
that he was only the manager of Egypt‟s resources.  But he managed 
those resources well, working at it “with all [his] heart, as working for 
the Lord, not for men” (Colossians 3:23).  Just as God empowered 
Joseph in his stewardship, so He does for us today, whether our 
resources are vast, as were Joseph‟s, or small. 
 

Ronald J. Chewning  
12 Months of Congregational Stewardship   

FOOD FOR THOUGHT  

 

Christ spent His years of ministry on earth as a 

servant.  People listened to Him because they saw 

that His words were backed up by His deeds.  God 

asks that we be faithful in service and promises that, 

through His Word, He will equip us "for every good 

work" (2 Timothy 3:16-17).  God has created and 

redeemed us, and, through Word and Sacrament, His 

Holy Spirit continues His work of sanctification in 

us.  The more aware we are of God's great love and 

mercy, the more we desire to serve Him.  

Choosing Our Path 

God wants us to follow Him, but He gives us the freedom to choose what path 

we will take and whom we will serve.  As we stand at the crossroads of life, God 

continually reaches out to us through His Word.  In Jeremiah 6:16 we read, 

ñThis is what the Lord says: óStand at the crossroads and look; ask for the 
ancient paths, ask where the good way is, and walk in it, and you will find rest 

for your souls.ô ò Daily we are at the crossroads of life.  The choice we make is 

our own.  As Yogi Berra said, "When you get to a fork in the road, take it.ò  The 

road we take will have eternal consequences.  Will we choose Godôs way or the 

ways of the world?  With Godôs help, our answer can be like Joshuaôs.  ñBut if 

serving the Lord seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day 
whom you will serve, whether the gods your forefathers served beyond the river, 

or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living.  But as for me and my 
household, we will serve the Lordò (Joshua 24:15). 
 
 

Joshuaôs choice was that he and his family would 

be servants and stewards of the Lord.  When you 

reach the crossroads in life, you will hear Godôs 

call, ñFollow Me.ò  The call to serve yourself and 

the ways of the world will be loud and boisterous.  

If you donôt reject Godôs call and you follow, as 

Jeremiah did, the ancient paths, you will turn away 

from your self-interests and focus on ways to serve 

the Lord.  Your lifestyle will reflect your 

relationship with Him.  As followers of Jesus, we acknowledge Godôs ownership 

and love.  We become stewards of what He entrusts to us.  As followers of the 
Lord, we see others as brothers and sisters in Christ.  We live with an eternal 

perspective. 

 

Ronald J. Chewning  
12 Months of Congregational Stewardship   


