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“God’s Work. Our Hands.” 
 

You are invited to worship with us! 
9:30 am Sunday Communion Service 

10:45 am Sunday School Pre-School to 6th Grade 
11:15 am Sunday Adult Bible Study 

 
Rev. Dale E. Hedblad, M.Div., Board Certified Chaplain 

Sheila Andring – Communications Coordinator 
Labor of Love Daycare – Patti Fabisiack, Director 

 
 

Contact us: 
810-227-3113 or mylordoflife@sbcglobal.net 

 

Visit us on the web: 
www.LordofLifeELCA.com 

 

 

          Follow us on Face book:           
            Lord of Life Lutheran Church, Brighton, MI   

Lord of Life  
Lutheran Church 

 
 

Messages for October 2018: 
 

October 7, 2018 (Mark 10:2-16) Jesus announced and enacted in 

history the new reality of God’s surprising activity. These two stories 

demonstrate this new reality. Women and children are accepted and 

valued, not dismissed as inferior to adult men. 

 

October 14, 2018 (Mark 10:17-31) Jesus has been teaching his 

disciples about what is most valued in God’s eyes. Now, a 

conversation with a rich man brings his message home to the disciples 

in a way that is surprising but unforgettable. 

 

October 21, 2018 (Mark 10:35-45) On the way to Jerusalem the 

disciples ask Jesus to grant them seats of honor. Jesus responds by 

announcing that he and his followers will “rule” through self-giving 

service. 

 

October 28, 2018 (Romans 3:19-28) Paul’s words stand at the heart of 

the preaching of Martin Luther and the other Reformation leaders. No 

human beings make themselves right with God through works of the 

law. 

Making Christ Known 

http://www.lordoflifeelca.com/


OCTOBER 2018 LORD OF LIFE SPECIAL EVENTS 
 

 

Communion Worship is every Sunday at 9:30 am, followed by 

hospitality. 

 

 

Sunday School for children ages 3 through the 6
th
 grade is each Sunday,  

10:45 – 11:30 am. 

 

 

Confirmation class for students in 7
th
 & 8

th
 grades meet every Sunday from  

10:30 am -12:00 pm. Craig Johnson and Pastor Dale will lead this group. 

 

 

Adult Bible Class meets every Sunday morning at 11:15 am, 

beginning Sunday, September 23rd 

 

 

Turn your spending into giving.  Meijer reloads are accepted every Sunday. 

Please see Colleen for details. 

 

 

Blood Drive is Saturday, October 6
th
, at 10:00 am 

 

 

Knots of Love/Shawl Ministry – will meet Tuesday,  

October 9
th
, at 7:00 pm 

 

The Board of Ministry meeting is Sunday, October 14
th
 at 11:15 am.  

 

Fish and Loaves will be Sunday, October 14
th
.  Volunteers are 

always needed and appreciated, please be at the church by 5:30 pm 

to help. 

 

 

Chili Cook-Off is Sunday, October 28
th
 during hospitality 

 

Reformation Sunday is Sunday, October 28
th
, Wear Red 

 

Kids Against Hunger is Saturday, November 10
th
 

 

 October Message from the Pastor 
 

“To everything there is a season, a time for every purpose under 

Heaven” (Ecclesiastes 3:1). 

           

Although the calendar prepares us for the beginning of the autumn season, it 

somehow always comes with a bit of a surprise.  Autumn is, above all else, a 

season of change.  In addition to the changing weather, the hours of daylight 

shorten, eliminating many of our evening activities.  Nature exchanges the 

lush greens of summer for the brilliant reds, yellows and oranges of fall.  Our 

lifestyles change too.  Autumn means back to routine, back to work, back to 

school, back to regular Sunday worship and back to Sunday School.   

 

Soon the trees will ‘let go’ of their colorful leaves.  This is nature’s own 

testimony of “letting go.”  Theologically speaking, “letting go” can mean two 

things:  trusting in God and “letting go” of our past.  The premise of 

forgiveness includes both of these concepts. 

 

The act of forgiveness is one of the most difficult things that life asks of us.  

Yet it is one of the most necessary – mentally, spiritually, and even 

physically.  Forgiveness changes the present, not the past.  It’s a choice you 

make to heal yourself.  Letting go means deciding that you’re not going to 

allow anger and bitterness to poison your life.  It’s about taking control of 

your thoughts and emotions and not playing the part of the victim in your 

own life story.  I know the power of the transformation that takes place when 

we “let go” of past hurts.  I’ve lived it myself.  Hurt, stress and pain give way 

to a renewed sense of peace within.  It is said that holding onto resentment is 

like drinking poison and expecting the other person to die.   

 

The first step towards forgiveness is to name your feelings in a sincere prayer 

to God.  Ask God to help you forgive and to take these feelings of anger and 

resentment from you.  Remember, this isn’t about changing the person who 

hurt you.  It’s about understanding yourself in a deeper more healing way.  

The thing that hurt you is in the past.  By remaining resentful, you are only 

re-inflicting that pain on yourself.   

 

I have seen the power of forgiveness many times.  It is truly life changing.  

Do you need to forgive?  Take the first step into a bright and blessed future, 

like the leaves of Autumn, let go. 

 

Serving with you,  

Pastor Dale+ 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REMEMBER IN PRAYER 
All troops serving worldwide, Brett Bartrum, Linda Smith, 

Dave Micula, Austin Reid, Kyle Simone, Heidi Rock,  

Ann Marie Kargel, Desmond Mikula, John Freeman,  

Erick Foster, Annie Sembor, Rachel Postma, Jim  Fetter,  

Sara Dykhuis, Tony Renger, Marissa Monte, Helga Jensen,  

Enga Higgins, Tom Zahm, Kimberly McCarthy, Therma Curtis,  

Tim McHugh, Dick Newburg, Noelle Barrett, Carolyn Mendis,  

Linda Wilson, Gail Green, Frank Losert, Emma Roberts,  

Duane and Carol Lenninger, Kellen Weakley, Sharon Gehrke,  

John Blue, Sharon Zizka,   Inger Meyer, Donna Campbell,  

Miller Reed, Amanda Elarton, Clark Stone, Butch Anderson,  

Cade Roberts, Matthew Johnson and family, Dave Fetherston,  

Jack O’Connell and Kenny Simmons. 

About Lord of Life Lutheran Church 
 

“God’s work. Our Hands.” 
 

Welcome to Lord of Life – Pastor Dale Hedblad leads our 
worship each Sunday.  Our worship is hands-free (no book).  
Just follow the Power Point liturgy on the big screen.   
 
Our Church – Lord of Life Lutheran Church is a member of the 
Southeast Michigan Synod branch of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America.  The ELCA is the largest Lutheran Church 
body, consisting of 4.6 million members worldwide.  Lord of Life 
was established as a mission development on May 21, 1972.  
Our current pastor, Dale Hedblad, has a Master of Divinity 
Degree from Trinity Lutheran Seminary in Columbus, Oh. He is 
one of two specialized ministers in the Southeast Michigan 
Synod.  Pastor Hedblad is also a Board Certified Chaplain and 
is on-call at St. Joseph Mercy Hospital in Ann Arbor.  If you 
would like to learn more about Pastor Hedblad, there is a brief 
biography under the picture of Pastor Dale and his wife, 
Colleen, as you exit the sanctuary.  Currently, Lord of Life 
consists of 578 members.  Lord of Life is active in the Brighton 
Community with several ministries including:  Vacation Bible 
School, Love INC., Gleaners Food Bank, Crop Walk, Habitat for 
Humanity, Juvenile Diabetes Research, Fish & Loaves, Red 
Cross Blood Drives, Kids Against Hunger, Bountiful Harvest 
Food Pantry and our annual Christmas “Adopt-A-Family” giving 
tree. 
 
Lord of Life is always open to joining or initiating new ministries 
that are consistent with our mission statement and our core 
values:   
 

“Gods Work.  Our Hands.” 
 

 Compassion 

 Discipleship 

 Hospitality 

 Commitment to excellence 



GIVE PLUS+ 

An Alternative Way of Giving 

Many of you have expressed preferences for giving 

electronically, using a smartphone app, a computer or tablet. 

Lord of Life offers this option, now we want to reintroduce this 

giving option to everyone.  

Here are a few benefits for GIVE PLUS+:  

 eGiving is convenient and helps support your church 

 eGiving allows you to keep intentions to give even when not 

at church.  

 eGiving helps Lord of Life receive consistent income 

 

It’s Easy…..download the GivePlus app through the Apple’s app 

store and Goolge’s play store. ...yes, it’s free to download and 

you are not charged a fee to make donations using this app. 

When you download the GivePlus app for the first time, you 
will be prompted to enter the name of your church. Type in 
Lord of Life and select it when it appears. Or, use the Find 
Churches Near me feature. After you select Lord of Life, it 

automatically becomes your “home” church. The next time you 
open the app, Lord of Life will already be displayed. 

 

GivePlus donations can be made with all major 
credit and debit cards. 

 
When completing a donation, you will receive  

a receipt via email. 
 

If you have any questions, please contact Glenn Kelly or Colleen Hedblad. 

LOLYO NEWS 
A year of Christian fellowship got off to an amazing start as nine 

Lord of Life youth enjoyed one another’s company at the 2018-19 

LOLYO Kick-Off Pool Pizza Party. Sitting under a shade tree, they 

all got to know one another a little better by playing “Two Lies and One Truth.”  
 

On that surprisingly hot September afternoon everyone cooled off in the pool playing 

volleyball and basketball, played yard games like Frisbee golf and ladder ball, soared 

on the zip line, and relaxed in the hot tub. And of course there was pizza! We missed 

those of you who couldn’t make it. 
 

All 7
th

-12
th

 graders are automatically members of LOLYO (Lord of Life Youth 

Organization) and friends are always welcome to our activities. All activities are 

dependent upon enough participation, so be sure to always RSVP. 
 

Looking ahead: 

October 7 – LOLYO Night 6:30 – 8pm 

 We will have an activity in our Youth Room at church or trip to 

the Cider Mill at noon following Confirmation class if there is enough 

interest. Please RSVP so we can plan ahead for food and 

transportation.  
 

October 28 – CHILI COOKOFF following worship 10:30am – 

12 noon 

 This is one of our two fundraising events. WE NEED YOU! Be sure to 

mark your calendar and plan to attend. Encourage your family and friends to come. It 

is a lot of fun.  

Meet with Ms Christine in fellowship hall following communion that 

morning. The confirmation class will be participating in this service event.  
 

Tentative calendar items: 

November 11 – LOLYO Night 6:30-8pm or bowling following 

confirmation class at noon 

December  2   – LOLYO Night enjoying the Christmas Program and Party 

with your families 

     16 – Cookie decorating with Ms Colleen and Ms Linda: 12noon 

in fellowship hall 

January      18     – LOCK-IN everyone’s favorite!  

February   10 – LOLYO Night 

      24 – Sledding at Kensington 

March        10 – LOLYO Night 

                   24 – LOLYO Night 

April          28 – YOUTH SUNDAY & SPAGHETTI DINNER 

May           19 – Confirmation Sunday 
 

It promises to be a fun-filled year of Christian fellowship. That’s what LOLYO is all 

about! 
 

Christine Hubbell – hubbellc@me.com 



ADULT BIBLE STUDY CLASS 
 

Adult Bible Class meets every Sunday at 11:15 a.m. We meet weekly 

and will be studying lessons illustrating God's call to various Biblical 

personalities and how this applies to our own call. Please see Gloria 

McCracken for details. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DID YOU KNOW??? 
 

Social Media Marketing Update: 

 

During the period from August 22nd - September 11th, 157 people 

saw our Facebook ads and clicked on the Lord of Life website link. 

Keep the "likes" and "sharing" the Lord of Life pages, it will reach 

more and more people each day.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KNOTS OF LOVE/SHAWL MINISTRY 
 

Knots of Love is a ministry of Lord of Life that makes blankets and 

shawls for those who are in need of comfort or healing and Baptism 

blankets for young children who are baptized here as a reminder of 

their baptism. In addition, we make hats, scarves or other warm things 

for the homeless or others in need. They are distributed through a 

partnership with a church in Detroit. We welcome all knitted or 

crocheted items whether or not you attend our monthly meetings. We 

meet October-April on the second Tuesday at 7 p.m. For further 

information, please contact Gloria McCracken or Karen Dei. 

OCTOBER BIRTHDAY’S 

 

02 – Adrian Stitt 

05 – Shari Madison 

06 – Chuck McCracken & Sydney Unruh 

09 – Ariania Hawley 

10 – Don Staisil 

11 – Penny Monacelli 

14 – Cara Decker 

15 – Nancy Rice 

16 – Bob Koss 

19 – Deanna Lamoreaux 

23 – Karin Hellmuth 

26 – Matt Hartman 

31 – John Hartman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES 

Have a wonderful anniversary! 
 

2 – Dennis & Jill Farmer 

9 – Jason & Debra Verbison 

11 – Ralf & Bettina Zaar 

14 – Joseph & Vickie Shigley 

19 – Don & Joy Staisil 

21 – Brett & Andrea Burdick 

21 – Jim & Shari Madison 

24 – Bob & Karen Koss 

29 – Clark & Kay Stone 

 

 



Humble Stewards 

 As stewards, we are the recipients and caretakers of God’s goodness, 

love, mercy, and grace.  Stewards are managers of God’s creation.  We 

acknowledge God as the owner; therefore, we are to act not as owners but as 

managers because our lives and resources are simply on loan from Him.   

 The book of Daniel gives an account of a man who failed to 

recognize God as Creator and provider and exalted himself.  King 

Nebuchadnezzar, walking on the roof of  “his” royal palace, surveying “his” 

kingdom, was overcome by pride as he announced, “Is not this the great 

Babylon I have built as the royal residence, by my mighty power and for the 

glory of my majesty” (Daniel 4:30)?  He thought he was asking a rhetorical 

question, but God condemned him to live like an animal as a consequence of 

his pride. 

 Pride is destructive.  It destroys gratitude to God for all His kindness 

to us.  It destroys our desire and ability to serve others.  It destroys 

contentment for it feeds our competitive nature so that we are not satisfied 

with just being wealthy or intelligent, but we want to be wealthier and more 

intelligent than anyone else. 

 Pride has no place in the life of a servant.  First Peter 5:6 reads, 

“Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand that He may lift 

you up in due time.”  It is God alone Who can exalt us (Psalm 75:7).  If 

Christ Himself, God’s only begotten Son, humbled Himself, should we not 

follow His example and humble ourselves?  Because Christ humbled 

Himself, God exalted Him (Philippians 2:9) 

 David, the shepherd-king, put our situation in proper perspective: 

“When I consider Your heavens, the work of Your fingers, the moon and the 

stars, which You have set in place, what is man that You are mindful of him, 

the son of man that You care for him” (Psalm 8:3-4)?  The inference is that 

we are insignificant, yet David goes on to remind us of what we can be 

proud: “You made [us] ruler over the works of Your hands; You put 

everything under [our] feet.”  

 Humility allows us to accept our smallness and God’s goodness.  In 

the words of Martin Luther, humility is the decision to “let God be God”.  

We are stewards through humility.  We are to honor Him with what we have, 

what we are, and what He will make of us. 
 

 

Ronald J. Chewning 

12 Months of Congregational Stewardship 

Luther’s Small Catechism is at the Heart 

of this Year’s Studies 
 

Man-oh-man, these 

confirmation kids at Lord of 

Life are digging deeper and 

deeper into Luther’s small 

catechism. The month of 

October will cover the Ten 

Commandments and much, 

much more.  
 

In the First Commandment 

lesson our Lord of Life 

confirmation students 

encountered a demand from 

God that reveals our sin as not 

fearing, loving, and trusting 

God above everything else.  
 

In the nine Commandments that follow, God puts limits on our sinful actions 

and calls us into a life in which we love the Lord and our neighbors. If we 

think we've escaped God's judgment because we haven't broken the other 

Commandments, the Ninth and Tenth Commandments focus on those who 

typically think they're pretty good people. 
 

In these last two Commandments, as with the others, God deals with our 

sinful will. While many traditions speak about freewill, we Lutherans have 

argued instead that, as sinful creatures, human beings have a bound will. 

This means that while God gives us a will, in our sinfulness we're unable to 

heed the boundaries God establishes. We have an unbounded desire that 

doesn't recognize God's boundaries and that keeps putting ourselves at the 

center of all things. Luther called it a bound will because we just can't help it. 
 

In the Catechism, Luther writes that when we think too highly of ourselves, 

we tend to let loose of our desires and will so that they get out of hand. If we 

can't see God in front of us, we begin to look for other powers we can trust. 

That usually comes down to us. So we make ourselves the center of our own 

universe, and we think our will and desires are the most important. 
 

When we think the world revolves around us, we think of others in terms of 

what use they can be for us. How can someone else serve me? Why do others 

who deserve it less have what I should have? Mine! It should all be mine! 



Thus, while the First Commandment defines sin, the Ninth and Tenth 

Commandments show how our sinful actions develop out of our basic 

inability and unwillingness to trust God. 
 

Wherever our sin gets loose in the world, our neighbor stands a good 

chance of being hurt. That's because by keeping ourselves at the center of 

things, we see others as less, as tools for us to use to get ahead. Envy creeps 

in. Keeping up with others becomes our goal. If we insist upon keeping 

ourselves at the center of our attention, we simply won't care about what our 

desires mean for others. 
 

In these Ten Commandments God demands that we regard our neighbors as 

valuable fellow creatures whose relationships, bodies, lives, safety, 

reputation, and possessions are equally important to God. In our class we will 

continually reflect Christ message of neighborly love through The Lord’s 

Prayer, the Beatitudes, His parables, etc.,etc. 
 

Those who obey the Ninth and Tenth Commandments will keep in check 

their own desires for others' possessions, relationships, and status. That 

means they don't scheme and plot ways to get what others have, whether it's 

clothes, vehicles, the latest electronic gadget, or even their good name. 

Consequently, they begin to put the needs of their neighbors first. 
 

Beyond this, God calls us to go the extra mile. Jesus tells his followers that if 

someone wants their coat, they should give that person their shirt too. We 

should do good even to our enemies and pray for those who want to hurt us 

(Luke 6:29). We are to watch out for others' needs: feeding the hungry, 

clothing the naked, and visiting the imprisoned. And in all of life and with all 

people, we are called to help others keep what's theirs. That's hard to do 

when the world and our sinful selves are telling us things like, "First come, 

first served" and "Take care of yourself." The only way to do it is by 

realizing how little you really deserve from God, which is a very hard word 

to hear in today's culture. 
 

After Martin Luther died in 1546, his friends found a scrap of paper in his 

pocket on which he had scribbled a few words: "We are beggars. This is 

true." He meant that even though God brings our daily bread to us in so many 

ways each day, we know that sinners like us don't deserve a bit of it. In truth, 

deserving has nothing to do with it. Certainly we don't deserve God 

becoming human in Jesus and then dying for our salvation. 
 

When we learn how much Christ does for us, it creates what Psalm 51 calls 

"a clean heart." We can relinquish our hold on the center of the universe. Our 

unbounded desires will focus on faithfulness in an unbounded service to our 

neighbor and an undying praise of God. When the fullness of God's mercy 

hits beggars head-on, even they have something to share. 
 

Heavy stuff for our Lord of Life confirmation kiddos.  If you 

ask them “hopefully” they will tell you that we are saints and 

sinners at the same time and that “we are all saved by our 

faith through God’s grace alone”. Christ teaches us that the 

most important commandment of all is to love God and love 

our neighbor.  

 

Together in our Lord’s Loving Peace, 

 

Mr. Craig 

 

 

 

 
 

Kids Against Hunger  
Food Packing – November 10th 

 

 

It is time to pack meals here at Lord of Life!  Mark your calendar and 

invite family and friends to our food packing event on November 10
th

, 

beginning at 9:00 am.  

 

As of September 25
th

, we have raised $ 4,832.50. This generous 

amount of donations from all of you will allow us to pack at least 

19,332 meals.  

 

Kids Against Hunger believes that the best way to engage the largest 

number of people is through food packaging satellites. This model 

engages and empowers people to realize they can make a difference in 

solving the worldwide problem of starvation and establishes 

relationships with organizations such as Lord of Life. Since its launch, 

Kids Against Hunger has provided over 2 billion meals for children 

and their families in 70 countries through the efforts of hundreds of 

thousands of volunteers. 


