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“God’s Work. Our Hands.” 
 

You are invited to worship with us! 
9:30 am Sunday Communion Service 

10:45 am Sunday School Pre-School to 6th Grade 
11:15 am Sunday Adult Bible Study 

 
Rev. Dale E. Hedblad, M.Div., Board Certified Chaplain 

Sheila Andring – Communications Coordinator 
Labor of Love Daycare – Patti Fabisiack, Director 

 
 

Contact us: 
810-227-3113 or lordoflifeelca@gmail.com 

 

Visit us on the web: 
www.LordofLifeELCA.com 

 

 

          Follow us on Face book:           
            Lord of Life Lutheran Church, Brighton, MI   

Lord of Life  
Lutheran Church 

 
 

Messages for December 2018: 
 

December 2, 2018 (Luke 21:25-36) God will fulfill God’s purposes 

and already; hidden signs of that fulfillment abound. 

 

December 9, 2018 (Luke 1:68-79) In the tender compassion of our 

God the dawn from on high shall break upon us. 

 

December 16, 2018 (Luke 3:7-18) John the Baptist heralds the mighty 

one “who is coming.” John teaches that preparation for God’s reign is 

not a matter of identity but of bearing fruits of merciful justice, radical 

generosity, and vocational integrity. 

 

December 23, 2018 (Luke 1:39-45[46-55]) We are presented with 

Elizabeth, John’s mother, and Mary the mother of Jesus, two women 

filled with the Holy Spirit and with faith. 

 

December 24, 2018 (Luke 2:1-20) God’s greatest gift comes as a baby 

in a manger. 

 

December 30, 2018 (Luke 2:41-52) Jesus grew up in a family that 

went to the Passover festival each year. 

Making Christ Known 

http://www.lordoflifeelca.com/


DECEMBER 2018 LORD OF LIFE SPECIAL EVENTS 

 

 
 

 

 

Communion Worship is every Sunday at 9:30 am, followed by 

hospitality. 

 

 

Sunday School for children ages 3 through the 6
th
 grade is each Sunday,  

10:45 – 11:30 am. 

 

 

Confirmation class for students in 7
th
 & 8

th
 grades meet every Sunday from  

10:30 am -12:00 pm. Craig Johnson and Pastor Dale will lead this group. 

 

 

Adult Bible Class meets every Sunday morning at 11:15 am, 

beginning Sunday, September 23rd 

 

Turn your spending into giving.  Meijer reloads are accepted every Sunday. 

Please see Colleen for details. 

 

Christmas Program Dress Rehearsal – Saturday, December 1
st
 at 10 am. 

 

 

Christmas Program – Sunday, December 2
rd

 at 5 pm. 

 

The Board of Ministry meeting is Sunday, December 9
th
 at 11:15 am.  

 

 

Fish and Loaves will be Sunday, December 9
th
.  Volunteers are 

always needed and appreciated, please be at the church by 5:30 pm 

to help. 

 

 

Knots of Love/Shawl Ministry – will meet Tuesday,  

December 11
th
, at 7:00 pm 

 

 

LOLYO Cookie Decorating – Sunday, December 16
th
 at Noon. 

 December Message from the Pastor 
 

I bring you tidings of great joy, which will be for all people.  For unto you 

is born this day, in the city of David, a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. “  

     (Luke 2:10-11) 

 

Greetings in Christ!  On December 2
nd

, we begin the four week season of 

Advent.  The word “Advent” means to “prepare.”  Our children know this 

four week church season leading up to Christmas as a time of waiting.  This 

is hard for most children. They tend to grow impatient and want things 

“now.”  For some, the waiting period can be difficult.  Christmas seems to 

take forever to arrive.  

 

The four week season of Advent is necessary though, for us to grasp the full 

meaning of Christmas.  The four weeks of Advent all have a unique theme of 

preparation.  The theme for the first week is “Hope.”  This is related to the 

Old Testament prophesies that promised a Messiah would come.  Week two 

has a theme of “Peace.”  Like John the Baptist, we continue to prepare the 

way for the “Prince of Peace” in our lives today.  The third Sunday of 

Advent heralds a theme of “Joy.”  In songs of joy we await the Lord’s 

coming.  Finally, on the fourth Sunday of Advent we proclaim a theme of 

“Love.”  We trust in the extravagant gift of God’s love poured out for us in 

the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ.  

 

Our Gospel readings for Advent and throughout the year ahead come from 

the Gospel of Luke.  Luke’s Gospel is a narrative of Jesus’ journey from 

heaven to earth and back to heaven again.  Luke’s Gospel gives us the rich 

stories of the parable of the Prodigal Son, the Good Samaritan, the widow’s 

mite, the Road to Emmaus, and perhaps the most beloved story of Jesus birth 

– the manger scene.  Perhaps most enlightening is Luke’s word to describe 

Jesus:  Savior.  The Gospels of Matthew and Mark omit this word “Savior” 

entirely.  In Contrast, John’s Gospel uses the word “Savior” only once.  

 

Christmas brings out the child in all of us. I must confess, the closer it gets, 

the more excited I become.  Waiting is the hardest thing in life, and 

regardless of age, none of us get very good at it.  But when Christmas Eve 

finally arrives, it is always worth the wait.  It is a sacred and “Holy night” of 

candlelight worship, Christmas carols, and Luke’s Gospel account of the 

greatest story ever told.  I look forward to celebrating Christmas with you. 

 

Merry Christmas,  

Pastor Dale+ 

Christmas Eve Worship Services: Worship is at 4:30 pm and 7:00 

pm. Candlelight Services are at both evening Services. 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

About Lord of Life Lutheran Church 
 

“God’s work. Our Hands.” 
 

Welcome to Lord of Life – Pastor Dale Hedblad leads our 
worship each Sunday.  Our worship is hands-free (no book).  
Just follow the Power Point liturgy on the big screen.   
 
Our Church – Lord of Life Lutheran Church is a member of the 
Southeast Michigan Synod branch of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America.  The ELCA is the largest Lutheran Church 
body, consisting of 4.6 million members worldwide.  Lord of Life 
was established as a mission development on May 21, 1972.  
Our current pastor, Dale Hedblad, has a Master of Divinity 
Degree from Trinity Lutheran Seminary in Columbus, Oh. He is 
one of two specialized ministers in the Southeast Michigan 
Synod.  Pastor Hedblad is also a Board Certified Chaplain and 
is on-call at St. Joseph Mercy Hospital in Ann Arbor.  If you 
would like to learn more about Pastor Hedblad, there is a brief 
biography under the picture of Pastor Dale and his wife, 
Colleen, as you exit the sanctuary.  Currently, Lord of Life 
consists of 588 members.  Lord of Life is active in the Brighton 
Community with several ministries including:  Vacation Bible 
School, Love INC., Gleaners Food Bank, Crop Walk, Habitat for 
Humanity, Juvenile Diabetes Research, Fish & Loaves, Red 
Cross Blood Drives, Kids Against Hunger, Bountiful Harvest 
Food Pantry and our annual Christmas “Adopt-A-Family” giving 
tree. 
 
Lord of Life is always open to joining or initiating new ministries 
that are consistent with our mission statement and our core 
values:   
 

“Gods Work.  Our Hands.” 
 

 Compassion 

 Discipleship 

 Hospitality 

 Commitment to excellence 



GIVE PLUS+ 

An Alternative Way of Giving 

Many of you have expressed preferences for giving 

electronically, using a smartphone app, a computer or tablet. 

Lord of Life offers this option, now we want to reintroduce this 

giving option to everyone.  

Here are a few benefits for GIVE PLUS+:  

 eGiving is convenient and helps support your church 

 eGiving allows you to keep intentions to give even when not 

at church.  

 eGiving helps Lord of Life receive consistent income 

 

It’s Easy…..download the GivePlus app through the Apple’s app 

store and Goolge’s play store. ...yes, it’s free to download and 

you are not charged a fee to make donations using this app. 

When you download the GivePlus app for the first time, you 
will be prompted to enter the name of your church. Type in 
Lord of Life and select it when it appears. Or, use the Find 
Churches Near me feature. After you select Lord of Life, it 

automatically becomes your “home” church. The next time you 
open the app, Lord of Life will already be displayed. 

 

GivePlus donations can be made with all major 
credit and debit cards. 

 
When completing a donation, you will receive  

a receipt via email. 
 

If you have any questions, please contact Glenn Kelly or Colleen Hedblad. 

LOLYO 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Looking ahead: 
 

December 2 – Our Lord of Life Annual Christmas Party and Silent Auction  

LOLYO members (all the youth) are encouraged to attend with their 

families. 

December 9 – Fish and Loaves – another service opportunity for you 

 

December 16 – Holiday Cookie Decorating 

 

 

 

 

 

ADULT BIBLE STUDY CLASS 
 

Adult Bible Class meets every Sunday at 11:15 a.m. We meet weekly 

and will be studying lessons illustrating God's call to various Biblical 

personalities and how this applies to our own call. Please see Gloria 

McCracken for details. 
 

 

 

NEW EMAIL ADDRESS!! 
Lord of Life Church has a new email address, it’s 

lordoflifeelca@gmail.com. The previous email address is no longer 

active. If you’re not receiving emails from the new address, please 

send an email to request to be added to the mailing list. 

mailto:lordoflifeelca@gmail.com


 

GLEANERS  

FOOD BANK 
 

 

As with every holiday season, Lord of Life gives ours members the 

opportunity to support Gleaners Food Bank through donations. New 

this year, is a virtual shopping option. If you enter this special Lord of 

Life link, www.gcfb.org/lord_of_life , you have the option to shop for 

specific items, or you can donate a specific amount of money. It's 

amazing to see the discounts Gleaners is able to apply using their bulk 

buying powers. When you see the boxes to check for the food, it will 

list the typical retail vs the Gleaners cost.  

 

Did you know you that Gleaners can feed a family of 4 for an entire 

month for only $112.00??? 

 

Also, we will still have the green barrel and mesh bags in the entryway 

for anyone that would like to donate food items and drop them off at 

the church. We will make sure the items are delivered to Gleaners 

Food Bank. 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 CHRISTMAS IS THE CELEBRATION 

OF THE GREATEST GIFT EVER GIVEN –  

GOD COMING TO EARTH IN THE  

FLESH TO SAVE US FROM OUR SINS!  

 

 

“. . . the gift of God is eternal life in 

Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 6:23). 

 

 

 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAY’S 

01 – Claire Kooperman 

03 – Mike Olechiw & Phillip Lamoreaux 

06 – Alissa Pelto 

07 – Craig Johnson 

08 – Richard Newburg 

10 – Bonnie Unruh 

17 – Liesle Elsey 

19 – Noah Losert 

21 – Kylie York 

26 - Kathy Hartman, Angel   Garcia 

27 - Joe Kooperman 

28 – Jennifer McCurdy 

29 – Michelle Tobin 

30 – Falyn McCurdy 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

Have a wonderful anniversary! 

 

11 – Dave & Karen Hanson 

13 – John & Caron Davis 

23 – Dennis & Eunice Kallio 

30 - Mark & Donna Hawley 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Overjoyed by the Star 
 

In Matthew 2, we read about the Visit of the Magi.  Following the star, 

inquiring at the king's palace, informed by the priests where to find the 

Child, they trudged with determination to Bethlehem, bringing with 

them the gifts they planned to present as they worshiped Him.  "When 

they saw the star, they were overjoyed.  On coming to the house, they 

saw the child with His mother Mary, and they bowed down and 

worshiped Him.  Then they opened their treasures and presented Him 

with gifts of gold and of incense and of myrrh" (Matthew 2:10-11). 
 

What did the Wise Men from the East know about this Baby or His 

family?  Not much.  Yet they came in faith, bringing gifts with them to 

honor Him.  How far did they travel?  How long was their trip?  We 

can surmise, but what's important to know is that, for them, the trip 

with all its drudgery was worth it.  "They were overjoyed." 
 

How long a trip are we prepared to make this Christmas to worship the 

Christ Child?  Are we willing to put up with inconvenience and 

sacrifice in order that we might come before Him with our gifts, 

offering them in faith, as the Wise Men did?   
 

What causes our joy this Christmas season?  Is it seeing the eyes of 

little children light up when they open their presents?  That's good.  Is 

it finding exactly the right gift for someone special?  That's good, too.  

But are we "overjoyed" when we see the star?  Contrary to the 

messages we hear in the commercials and even the seasonal songs, the 

only thing Christmas is about is the birth of Jesus, the Savior of the 

world. 
 

Along with doing all the wonderful things that are good to do at this 

time of the year, including the visiting of sick and the shut-in, the 

baking of goodies for food banks, the sharing of financial resources 

with those in need, and all the shopping and caroling and everything 

else, let's find our joy in seeing the star.  That star points us to Jesus 

and leads us to the Cross.  Let us "open our treasures" and worship 

Him with our best and most precious gifts as the Wise Men did. 
 

Ronald J. Chewning 

12 Months of Congregational Stewardship 

REMEMBER IN PRAYER 
All troops serving worldwide, Brett Bartrum, Linda Smith, 

Melissa and Austin Reid, Kyle Simone, Heidi Rock,  

Jim  Fetter, Sara Dykhuis, Helga Jensen, Enga Higgins,  

Therma Curtis,  Dick Newburg, Noelle Barrett, Carolyn Mendis,  

Gail Green, Frank Losert, Duane and Carol Lenninger,  

Emma Roberts, Kellen Weakley, Sharon Gehrke, John Blue,  

Sharon Zizka, Inger Meyer, Donna Campbell, Miller Reed,  

Amanda Elarton,  Butch Anderson, Cade Roberts,  

Matthew Johnson,  Dave Fetherston, Jack O’Connell,  

Peggy Parks, Kenny Simmons, Mark Ellis, Velma Raines,  

Gregg Golden, Andrea Burdick and Kim Ross.  

 

In sympathy for the Blakesley family.  

 
 

 

 

 

Lord of Life is always accepting used toner cartridges. For 

each used cartridge that we recycle, Lord of Life receives 

$2.00 from the Staples reward program. This helps keep our 

office supply expense to a minimum. There is a box in the 

narthex to collect the donated used cartridges. 

 

 

 

 

Fish and Loaves 
 

Lord of Life Church will host the community 

Fish & Loaves meal on Sunday, December 9
th

.  

Use the sheet on the bulletin board in the 

Narthex or use the signup genius, 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508044eadab28a7fe3-fish5  to 

donate food or to volunteer. Volunteers are always needed and 

appreciated, please be at the church by 5:30 pm to help. 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508044eadab28a7fe3-fish5


5 Ways Teens Can Put 

      Christ in Christmas 
Adapted from Emily Briggs 2016 article for the Lutheran Church Extension Fund 

 

Here we are again; about to begin 

what might be the busiest season 

all year: Christmas. I found this 

interesting article to share with our 

LOL youth and it could certainly 

work for oldsters like you and me.  

 

Too many traditions and parties to 

count and what seems like an endless amount of gifts packed tightly into 

one month. Tinsel, stockings, Santa, peppermints, parties, snow, music–

all wonderful things–yet they seem to get in the way of the true meaning 

of Christmas. We celebrate the presence of Jesus Christ here on earth. I 

know I’ve heard the “true meaning of Christmas” spiel, and I have 

memorized countless passages from Luke chapter 2. But I struggle every 

year to find ways of sharing this wonderful message with all the people in 

my life. 

 

How can I find the time to spend with my family and to spread the 

miracle that is the birth of Christ when there is so much shopping to be 

done and parties to be attended and trees to be decorated? To solve this 

problem I have put together a list of small, but meaningful things that any 

teenager could reasonably do this Christmas season. If you’re in need of 

some creative ways to remember Jesus this season, try one or two out and 

see some of God’s work in action.  

 

1. Bake cookies and bring them to your neighbors (offer to pray for them 

as well) this one is tried and true. Almost everyone likes holiday treats 

and you never know what your neighbors might be going through. A 

small act of kindness from you could make their day. When they answer 

the door, introduce yourself, explain why you made the treats and offer to 

pray for them (right that minute or later if they’d prefer). Praying out loud 

with someone you don’t know might seem a bit scary, but once you’ve 

done it once it gets easier. Most people I’ve met while passing out 

cookies have agreed to let us pray with them, and a few have even offered 

something specific that they need in their lives. It doesn’t have to be long, 

just a heartfelt message for God. Another bonus of doing this is that you 

get to make some yummy treats with your loved ones, which is always, 

fun!  

 

2. Pray with your family/friends as often as possible and focus on 

giving thanks. The Bible tells us in Matthew 18:20 that wherever two or 

three gather in the Lord’s name, he is there with them. Praying with 

others is a pure and simple way to feel God’s presence. During the 

Advent/Christmas season, pray and give thanks with others. This has 

helped me not take this wonderful season for granted. 

 

3. Light candles for each Sunday at the dinner table. My family likes 

to remember Advent by putting our own set of candles out on display at 

the dinner table. Every meal we eat together we light the candles up, 

adding another with every passing Sunday. On Christmas Eve, we light 

all five and let them burn out. For each candle, there is a related verse you 

and your family can discuss. 

 

4. Start a journal and use it to keep track of God sightings. Maybe 

you hear your little brother humming “Away in a Manger” or the 

neighbor you never talk to wishes you a Merry Christmas. The works of 

God aren’t always big and loud. A great way to start see them is by 

paying attention. Open your eyes and ears this season and who knows 

what you’ll notice. 

 

5. Go Christmas caroling in your neighborhood. This is a great way to 

do something with your friends and family this time of year. If you 

already go caroling, try switching up the music. Instead of singing “Here 

comes Santa Claus”, (which, for the record, is a great song) try singing 

some more religious songs like “Joy to the World.” Feel free to sing some 

non-religious Christmas songs if you like, but don’t forget a few that 

spread the message of God. In the past, I have done most of the items on 

this list. However, I have never kept a journal of “God Sightings.” I am 

very excited to try that this year. I hope that you are able to spread the 

Christmas message this year. 

 

Have a Merry Christmas Lord of Life Family!  

 

Mr. Craig 

http://www.esvbible.org/Luke+2/
http://www.lcms.org/christmas-advent-resources
http://www.esvbible.org/Matthew%2018%3A20/

