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“God’s Work. Our Hands.” 
 

You are invited to worship with us! 
9:30 am Sunday Communion Service 

10:45 am Sunday School Pre-School to 6th Grade 
11:15 am Sunday Adult Bible Study 

 
Rev. Dale E. Hedblad, M.Div., Board Certified Chaplain 

Sheila Andring – Communications Coordinator 
Labor of Love Daycare – Patti Fabisiack, Director 

 
 

Contact us: 
810-227-3113 or lordoflifeelca@gmail.com 

 

Visit us on the web: 
www.LordofLifeELCA.com 

 

 

          Follow us on Face book:           
            Lord of Life Lutheran Church, Brighton, MI   

Lord of Life  
Lutheran Church 

 

 
 

 

Messages for April 2019: 
 

April 7, 2019 John 12:1-8) Judas willfully misinterprets as waste Mary’s 

extravagant act of anointing Jesus’ feet with costly perfume. Jesus recognizes 

that her lavish gift is both an expression of love and an anticipation of his 

burial. 
 

April 14, 2019 (Luke 22:14-23:56) Through the teachings and events of the 

passion story we see and hear the great contradictions that characterize the 

coming of God’s reign. 
 

April 21, 2019 (John 20:1-18) This morning began with confusion: the stone 

was moved and the tomb was empty.  
 

April 28, 2019 (John 20:19-31) The unprecedented events of the day of 

resurrection continue as the risen Jesus appears to his fearful disciples. A 

week later, after Thomas worships Jesus, Jesus pronounces that the blessings 

of the resurrection are also for those who :have not seen and yet believe.” 

 

Making Christ Known 

http://www.lordoflifeelca.com/


APRIL 2019 LORD OF LIFE SPECIAL EVENTS 
 

 

 

Communion Worship is every Sunday at 9:30 am, followed by 

hospitality. 

 

Sunday School for children ages 3 through the 6
th
 grade is each Sunday,  

10:45 – 11:30 am. 

 

Confirmation class for students in 7
th
 & 8

th
 grades meet every Sunday from  

10:30 am -12:00 pm. Craig Johnson and Pastor Dale will lead this group. 

 

Adult Bible Class meets every Sunday morning at 11:15 am, 

beginning Sunday, September 23rd 

 

Turn your spending into giving.  Meijer reloads are accepted every Sunday. 

Please see Colleen for details. 

 

 

LOLYO Spaghetti Dinner is Sunday, April 7
th
  

 

 

Knots of Love/Shawl Ministry – will meet Tuesday, April 9
th
, at 

7:00 pm 

 

 

The Board of Ministry meeting is Sunday, April 14
th
 at 11:15 am.  

 

Fish and Loaves will be Sunday, April 14
th
.  Volunteers are always 

needed and appreciated, please be at the church by 5:30 pm to help. 

 April Message from the Pastor 
 

“I am the resurrection and the Life.” (John 11:25) 

 

The Gospel of John records two resurrection appearances of Jesus that 

were met by disbelief.  The first instance was from Jesus’ friend Mary, 

in the Garden, who mistook Jesus for a gardener (John 20:11-18).  The 

second appearance of Jesus occurred on the evening of that first Easter 

Day.  Jesus appeared to his disciples in an upper room.  The disciples 

did not know it was Him until He spoke to them (John 20:19-20). 

To this day, over 2,000 years later, many people either do not believe 

in the resurrection of Jesus or if they do, they misunderstand its 

powerful message.  St. Paul writes, “The cross of Christ is foolishness 

to those who are perishing but to those who believe it is the very 

power of God (2 Corinthians 4:3)."  This power of God enables all 

who believe to have a faith so strong that they can move mountains 

(Matthew 7:20).  No obstacle we will ever face will prove impossible 

for us to overcome.  As Jesus says, "With God all things are possible 

(Mark 9:23)." 

We are all made in God’s image and have been given the gift of free 

will to choose for ourselves how we will live our lives.  Our loving, 

merciful God is with us always, through the power of the Holy Spirit, 

building us up, nudging us forward and calling us to worship Him.  

Our God is an awesome God who created the world from nothing and 

brought life out of death on Easter morning.  Our belief in God (the 

Creator), in Jesus (our Redeemer), and in the Holy Spirit (our 

Sustainer), truly gives us the power to live our lives free from fear and 

worry, and to live our lives “in God’s amazing grace.”  Thus, the 

resurrection theme is a recurring theme of forgiveness, renewal, and 

starting over throughout our lifetime. 

May the resurrection of our Lord forever change you and may you be 

filled with the power of His endless life forevermore. 

He is risen indeed! 

Pastor Dale+   

LENTEN SERVICES – 7:00 pm  
Wednesday’s, April 3rd & April 10th  

Soup Supper at 6:15 pm, Lenten Worship at 7:00 pm 
HOLY WEEK SERVICES: 

April 14th:  Palm Sunday, 9:30 am 

   Palm Sunday Brunch immediately following Service 
April 18th: Maundy Thursday Worship, 7: 00 p.m. 

April 19th: Good Friday – Veneration of the Cross, 1:00 p.m. 
April 21st:  Easter Sunday, 9:30 a.m. 

   Easter Sunday Brunch following Worship 

     Followed by a Kids Easter Egg Hunt 



Lord of Life Worship Assistants 
 

Each month we will explain the duties involved with the worship 

assistants at Lord of Life. This is an attempt to attract and train new 

people to the following duties at the church:  

 

Greeters/Ushers/Communion Assistants/Altar  

 

Guild/Hospitality/Hospitality Set-up 

 

This month we will highlight the duties of Communion Assistants.  

Following the Lord’s Prayer and invitation from the Pastor to the 

congregation for Communion, join the Pastor at the altar. All the trays 

will already be on the altar. 

  

The Pastor will hand you the tray of individual glasses with wine and 

grape juice in the center of each tray, or hand you the chalice filled 

with wine. Follow the Pastor, who will be distributing the bread. 

  

Hold the tray at the level of the altar rail as you pass in front of the 

people at the rail. If they desire to use an individual glass, the people 

will reach in to the tray.  As the glass is taken, you say: “The blood of 

Christ, shed for you.” If you are distributing the wine from the 

chalice, hold the chalice in front of the people at the level of the altar. 

As the chalice is given to each person, you say: “The blood of Christ, 

shed for you.” Following each distribution of wine from the chalice, 

wipe with the cloth napkin. 

  

When all have been communed, return the trays to the table and 

replace the lid, you may return to your seats. 

 

 

About Lord of Life Lutheran Church 
 

“God’s work. Our Hands.” 
 

Welcome to Lord of Life – Pastor Dale Hedblad leads our 
worship each Sunday.  Our worship is hands-free (no book).  
Just follow the Power Point liturgy on the big screen.   
 
Our Church – Lord of Life Lutheran Church is a member of the 
Southeast Michigan Synod branch of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America.  The ELCA is the largest Lutheran Church 
body, consisting of 4.6 million members worldwide.  Lord of Life 
was established as a mission development on May 21, 1972.  
Our current pastor, Dale Hedblad, has a Master of Divinity 
Degree from Trinity Lutheran Seminary in Columbus, Oh. He is 
one of two specialized ministers in the Southeast Michigan 
Synod.  Pastor Hedblad is also a Board Certified Chaplain and 
is on-call at St. Joseph Mercy Hospital in Ann Arbor.  If you 
would like to learn more about Pastor Hedblad, there is a brief 
biography under the picture of Pastor Dale and his wife, 
Colleen, as you exit the sanctuary.  Currently, Lord of Life 
consists of 588 members.  Lord of Life is active in the Brighton 
Community with several ministries including:  Vacation Bible 
School, Love INC., Gleaners Food Bank, Crop Walk, Habitat for 
Humanity, Juvenile Diabetes Research, Fish & Loaves, Red 
Cross Blood Drives, Kids Against Hunger, Bountiful Harvest 
Food Pantry and our annual Christmas “Adopt-A-Family” giving 
tree. 
 
Lord of Life is always open to joining or initiating new ministries 
that are consistent with our mission statement and our core 
values:   
 

“Gods Work.  Our Hands.” 
 

 Compassion 

 Discipleship 

 Hospitality 

 Commitment to excellence 



REMEMBER IN PRAYER 
All troops serving worldwide, Brett Bartrum, Linda Smith, 

Melissa and Austin Reid, Kyle Simone, Heidi Rock,  

Helga Jensen, Enga Higgins, Therma Curtis,  Carolyn Mendis,  

Gail Green, Frank Losert, Duane Lenninger, Sharon Zizka,  

Inger Meyer, Donna Campbell, Miller Reed, Butch Anderson,  

Kellen Weakly, Matthew Johnson,  Dave Fetherston,  

Jack O’Connell, Peggy Parks, Kenny Simmons, Velma Raines,  

Gregg Golden, Andrea Burdick, Kim Ross, Jason Billings,  

Doug Bartrum, Joe Kelly, Carol and John Lewis, Nelson Todd,  

Renie Russo Strahan, Craig Johnson, Ashley Brown,  

Nathan Browne, Russell Booker and Clark Stone.  
 

 

 

 

Altar Flowers 
 

Are you interested in placing flowers on the altar for a Sunday? Would you 

like to place flowers in honor or memorial of someone in your family? Well, 

it is easy to sign up; the sheet is posted on the bulletin board for the next few 

months. Please pick a date, sign your name and the flowers will be ordered 

by Lord of Life from Four Season Florist in Brighton. The flower shop will 

bill you directly for the flowers; the cost is $ 23.57 per arrangement. 

Following worship you are welcome to take the flowers home with you and 

enjoy! 
 

 

 

 

 
EASTER FLOWER SALE 

We will be having our Easter Flower Fundraiser Sale again 

this year.  There are several choices of different flowers available.  The 

flowers will be displayed in the church for Easter Sunday; after worship 

you will be able to take them home.  The sale will end on Sunday, April 

7th. Please take a look at the order form which is located on the table in 

the narthex.  Please see Kay Stone with any questions you may have. 

APRIL BIRTHDAY’S 
 

01 – Andrew Burdick 

03 – Cheryl Harper & 

Joyce Raszkowski 

08 – Cassidy Newburg & Jennifer Elarton 

09 – Jeremy Hubbell & Curt Watkins 

10 – Greg Everson 

11 – Dave Hanson, Michael Hawley & Brianna Everson 

12 – Christopher Allen 

14 – Nancy Kooperman, 

Laura McCurren & Kenneth Winslow 

15 – Amy Newburg & Colin Burgess 

16 – John Kallio & Kyler Madison 

18 – Claire Olechiw 

22 – Alyssa Renton 

24- Jacob Pelto 

29 – Jim Madison, Alice Cornell 

30 – Williams Restrepo, Isaac Elsey 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APRIL ANNIVERSARIES 
Have a wonderful anniversary! 

 

7 – Richard & Patricia McElyea 

8 – Robert & Jennifer McCurdy 

10 – Fred & Suzanne Terrell 

 
 



2019 Lenten Worship Services 
Wednesday evening from 7:00 – 7:30 pm we will gather for the  

Lenten worship. This year’s theme is on Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount.  

 

Each week we will focus on the following areas: 

 

Salt and Light / Prayer and Fasting / Worry /Judging /Built on a Rock 

 

If you like, come at 6:15 for a soup supper. The sign-up sheets are 

posted if you would like to be involved in the service or by  

providing the soup/bread.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
PALM SUNDAY AND EASTER SUNDAY POTLUCKS 
Lord of Life will be hosting our Palm Sunday Potluck and Easter 

Sunday Potluck immediately following worship services on 

Sunday, April 14th and April 21st.  There is a sign-up sheet 

posted for people to bring in foods to share on these special days. 

 



 

An appeal to the Congregation 
 

Dear Congregation,  
 

I have been honored to be your Pastor for 20 years now. During that 

time I have only made an appeal like this to you three times, this being 

the third. We are in need of your support financially. During the past 

two years we have made long overdue improvements to the church. 

Our February month end statement showed a balance of $1,000.00.  I 

have always said that what you give is between you and God.  That 

hasn't changed. We will overcome this, we always have.  But I would 

be remiss in my duties and my responsibilities to you and to God if I 

did not keep you informed. I appeal to each of you to increase your 

giving, or strive to bring your giving commitment to God up to date, if 

at all possible.    
 

In Christ,  

Pastor Dale + 

 



  



GIVE PLUS+ 

An Alternative Way of Giving 

Many of you have expressed preferences for giving 

electronically, using a smartphone app, a computer or tablet. 

Lord of Life offers this option, now we want to reintroduce this 

giving option to everyone.  

Here are a few benefits for GIVE PLUS+:  

 eGiving is convenient and helps support your church 

 eGiving allows you to keep intentions to give even when not 

at church.  

 eGiving helps Lord of Life receive consistent income 

 

It’s Easy…..download the GivePlus app through the Apple’s app 

store and Goolge’s play store. ...yes, it’s free to download and 

you are not charged a fee to make donations using this app. 

When you download the GivePlus app for the first time, you 
will be prompted to enter the name of your church. Type in 
Lord of Life and select it when it appears. Or, use the Find 
Churches Near me feature. After you select Lord of Life, it 

automatically becomes your “home” church. The next time you 
open the app, Lord of Life will already be displayed. 

 

GivePlus donations can be made with all major 
credit and debit cards. 

 
When completing a donation, you will receive  

a receipt via email. 
 

If you have any questions, please contact Glenn Kelly or Colleen Hedblad. 

In the Cross 
 

Last month, I discussed our monetary “Giving” and how the income 

from that Giving has been, and will continue to be, used to fulfill 

Christ’s mandate to “Go into the world and preach the Gospel to all 

creation”. 

 

Since, at Lord of Life, we believe that Serving goes hand-in-hand with 

Giving, I would like, this month, to list the many ways each of us can 

Serve; recognizing that not everyone-due to work and family needs- 

has large quantities of time available, I will mention only items that 

don’t require large weekly commitments of significant time: 

 Sunday Service Greeter and/or Usher 

 Communion Assistants 

 Lector 

 Alter Guild 

 Hospitality 

 Fellowship set-up 

 Bi-monthly “Fish & Loaves” meal servers 

 Annual Yard Clean-up 

 Flower Bed Maintenance 

 

If you have thought about serving in any of these activities, but are not 

sure “How” to perform the activity, rest assured there will always be 

someone who is willing to assist you; all you have to do is “sign-up & 

show-up”.  

 

In closing, I wish to thank all the folks who serve in the activities 

described above, and more (e.g., Praise Band; Annual Christmas 

Program; Easter Flower Sale; Kids Against Hunger; Mission Trip 

triennially; ELCA World Wide Youth Gathering triennially; etc.). I 

also want to encourage those who are interested in becoming more 

involved, than they are at present, to “go for it.” You will feel a real 

sense of personal accomplishment, in addition to helping to glorify the 

name of the Lord! 

 

Glenn Kelly 



Is it Possible for us to Forgive?/Forget? 
 

Today’s teens live in an honor/shame 

culture. "Saving face," avoiding 

embarrassment, and remaining in control 

are super vital within relationships 

between young people. Although our 

kids differ a great deal, no one wants to 

be disrespected. They often hold grudges long and hard, and they 

attempt to "get them before they get me." Our LOL teens know that 

forgiveness is necessary, but that it's so very hard. Listen to them! 

Listen to their fears and their frustrations. Hear when they've been 

shunned or bullied and why forgiveness doesn't seem possible. 

Acknowledge that forgiveness does make our youth vulnerable, and 

that it’s so very important that we understand their special situations 

and individual needs. In our class we stress that when they can truly 

accept that God forgives them for all their failings and their 

shortcomings, they will be liberated to extend that forgiveness to those 

in their own lives.  

 

Here’s the basic stuff we cover pretty much in most of our 

confirmation lessons throughout the year: 

 Jesus commands us to forgive one another more than he tells us 

to ask forgiveness of God. 

 Jesus commanded us to forgive, told stories about forgiveness, 

and modeled forgiving others, even from the cross.  

 Because we live under the grace of the word and cross, we can 

forgive freely. 

 Forgiveness is not denial or repression, but facing the truth 

with love. 

 Prayer is a vital part of learning to forgive. 

 Different translations of the Lord's Prayer bring different 

meanings on what to forgive. 

The Lord’s Prayer has at least three different 

words related to what it is we need to forgive: 

debts, trespasses, and sins. Of the three, sins is 

perhaps the most "loaded" word, one which 

many hesitate to use in reference to everyday offenses that we 

wittingly and unwittingly do to one another. Trespasses suggest the 

ways we "cross the line"—again, sometimes unwittingly—and thus we 

need to reconcile with one another. But the most common metaphor in 

Jesus' parables is debt, indicating not just a spiritual or emotional 

matter to be worked out but actual material injustice. This is good 

news to all who feel that they have been wronged in such tangible 

ways that they cannot simply think their way into making it right. 

Jesus invites us to see our own forgiveness in such concrete terms. 

What might it mean to say to someone who has wronged us, "You 

really owe me nothing?" So . . .are we also asked to forget? 

Finally, the extreme subjectivity of today’s culture presents a 

challenge to the notion of forgiveness. LOL students may feel that in 

order to forgive, they must have positive feelings toward the person. 

They may fear that lingering feelings of anger or hurt mean they 

haven't "succeeded" at forgiving. But forgiveness, like grace, is more a 

gift we receive than an effort we make. We pray, we talk, we tell the 

truth, and we strive to live as if all debts have been canceled — 

because they have been. Will we always try to remember that: 

“forgive our trespasses (sins, debts) as we forgive the trespasses 

(sins, debts) of others?” 

 

Lord’s Peace, 

 

Mr. Craig 

 

 

 

 

THANK YOU! 
 

A huge THANK-YOU goes to Debbie Renton for leading the 

Confirmation class last month. It was a big relief for me to know that 

the class was in such amazing hands.  The kids thoroughly enjoyed her 

guidance as was evidenced by nearly perfect attendance one week. 

Debbie is a blessing to me. 
 

Lord’s Peace, 

Craig Johnson 

“I try to constantly 

remind the students 

again and again 

that God is the one 

who forgives first.” 


