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“God’s Work. Our Hands.” 
 

You are invited to worship with us! 
9:30 am Sunday Communion Service 

10:45 am Sunday School Pre-School to 6th Grade 
11:15 am Sunday Adult Bible Study 

 
Rev. Dale E. Hedblad, M.Div., Board Certified Chaplain 

Sheila Andring – Communications Coordinator 
Labor of Love Daycare – Patti Fabisiack, Director 

 
 

Contact us: 
810-227-3113 or lordoflifeelca@gmail.com 

 

Visit us on the web: 
www.LordofLifeELCA.com 

 

 

          Follow us on Face book:           
            Lord of Life Lutheran Church, Brighton, MI   

Lord of Life  
Lutheran Church 

 

 
 

 

Messages for October 2019: 
 

October 6, 2019 (Luke 17:5-10) On the way to Jerusalem, Jesus 

instructs his followers about the power of faith and the duties of 

discipleship. He calls his disciples to adopt the attitude of servants 

whose actions are responses to their identity rather than works seeking 

reward. 

 

October 13, 2019 (Luke 17:11-19) Jesus’ mission includes making the 

unclean clean again. Unexpectedly, a cleansed Samaritan leper 

becomes a model for those who would praise and worship God and 

give thanks for God’s mercy. 

 

October 20, 2019 (Luke 18:1-8) Jesus tells a parable of a hateful 

judge who is worn down by a widow’s pleas. Jesus is calling God’s 

people to cry out for justice and deliverance.  

 

October 27, 2019 (John 8:31-36) Jesus speaks of truth and freedom as 

spiritual realities known through his word. He reveals the truth that 

sets people free from sin. 
 

Making Christ Known 

http://www.lordoflifeelca.com/


OCTOBER 2019 LORD OF LIFE SPECIAL EVENTS 
 

 

Communion Worship is every Sunday at 9:30 am, followed by 

hospitality. 

 

Sunday School for children ages 3 through the 6
th
 grade is each Sunday,  

10:45 – 11:30 am. 

 

Confirmation class for students in 7
th
 & 8

th
 grades meet every Sunday from  

10:30 am -12:00 pm. Craig Johnson and Pastor Dale will lead this group. 

 

 

Adult Bible Class meets every Sunday morning at 11:15 am, 

beginning Sunday, September 22nd 

 

 

Turn your spending into giving.  Meijer reloads are accepted every Sunday. 

Please see Colleen for details. 

 

 

Blood Drive is Saturday, October 5
th
 

 

 

LOLYO Youth Sunday is Sunday, October 6th 

 

 

Knots of Love/Shawl Ministry meets Tuesday, October 8
th
 

 

 

The Board of Ministry meeting is Sunday, October 13
th
 at 11:15 am.  

 

 

Fish and Loaves will be Sunday, October 13
th
.  Volunteers are 

always needed and appreciated, please be at the church by 5:30 pm 

to help. 

 

“Friend-raiser” Tailgate Party  is Sunday, October 20
th
 during hospitality  

 

Chili Cook-Off is Sunday, October 27
th
 during hospitality 

 

Reformation Sunday is Sunday, October 27
th
, Wear Red 

 October Message from the Pastor 
 

“And day by day the Lord added to their number 

all who were being saved” (Acts 2:47). 
 

 

The changing of the seasons is one of God’s blessings to us.  Each 

season serves as a guidepost on life’s journey.  Perhaps it’s God’s 

gentle way of reminding us of passing time.  We have just eight 

Sundays remaining in the season of Pentecost, the longest season of 

the church year.   
 

Pentecost contains Jesus’ teachings about discipleship and what it 

means to follow him.  Along our journey we learn sacrifice, obedience, 

persistence, forgiveness, thankfulness and humility.  These are all 

hallmarks of the Christian faith. 
 

Our Fall Gospel readings end with a great summary and word of 

encouragement for our journey with Jesus, “The Son of Man came to 

seek out and to save the lost” (Luke 19:10).  As the harvest fields and 

vines are being gathered throughout the land, our congregation has an 

opportunity to gather the unchurched into active participation into the 

body of Christ.   
 

Just as God blessed the efforts of the early church in the book of Acts, 

we too will be blessed with more people to help in our mission.  Each 

of us is called to work in the vineyard by sharing our gifts and talents 

to the glory of God.  The more the merrier. 
 

Special dates in October include: 

10/13 - Fish & Loaves Community Meal 5:30- 6:30p.m. 

10/20 - “Friend-raiser Tailgate Party” potluck meal during 

Hospitality Hour. 

10/27 - Annual Chili Cook-off to benefit our youth program. 

 

Invite a friend to church and continue to pray for our growth in faith – 

individually and collectively as a congregation. 
 

See you in Church, 

 

Pastor Dale+ 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

About Lord of Life Lutheran Church 
 

“God’s work. Our Hands.” 
 

Welcome to Lord of Life – Pastor Dale Hedblad leads our 
worship each Sunday.  Our worship is hands-free (no book).  
Just follow the Power Point liturgy on the big screen.   
 
Our Church – Lord of Life Lutheran Church is a member of the 
Southeast Michigan Synod branch of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America.  The ELCA is the largest Lutheran Church 
body, consisting of 4.6 million members worldwide.  Lord of Life 
was established as a mission development on May 21, 1972.  
Our current pastor, Dale Hedblad, has a Master of Divinity 
Degree from Trinity Lutheran Seminary in Columbus, Oh. He is 
one of two specialized ministers in the Southeast Michigan 
Synod.  Pastor Hedblad is also a Board Certified Chaplain and 
is on-call at St. Joseph Mercy Hospital in Ann Arbor.  If you 
would like to learn more about Pastor Hedblad, there is a brief 
biography under the picture of Pastor Dale and his wife, 
Colleen, as you exit the sanctuary.  Currently, Lord of Life 
consists of 588 members.  Lord of Life is active in the Brighton 
Community with several ministries including:  Vacation Bible 
School, Love INC., Gleaners Food Bank, Crop Walk, Habitat for 
Humanity, Juvenile Diabetes Research, Fish & Loaves, Red 
Cross Blood Drives, Kids Against Hunger, Bountiful Harvest 
Food Pantry and our annual Christmas “Adopt-A-Family” giving 
tree. 
 
Lord of Life is always open to joining or initiating new ministries 
that are consistent with our mission statement and our core 
values:   
 

“Gods Work.  Our Hands.” 
 

 Compassion 

 Discipleship 

 Hospitality 

 Commitment to excellence 



Humble Stewards 

 As stewards, we are the recipients and caretakers of God’s 

goodness, love, mercy, and grace.  Stewards are managers of God’s 

creation.  We acknowledge God as the owner; therefore, we are to act not 

as owners but as managers because our lives and resources are simply on 

loan from Him.   

 The book of Daniel gives an account of a man who failed to 

recognize God as Creator and provider and exalted himself.  King 

Nebuchadnezzar, walking on the roof of  “his” royal palace, surveying 

“his” kingdom, was overcome by pride as he announced, “Is not this the 

great Babylon I have built as the royal residence, by my mighty power 

and for the glory of my majesty” (Daniel 4:30)?  He thought he was 

asking a rhetorical question, but God condemned him to live like an 

animal as a consequence of his pride. 

 Pride is destructive.  It destroys gratitude to God for all His 

kindness to us.  It destroys our desire and ability to serve others.  It 

destroys contentment for it feeds our competitive nature so that we are not 

satisfied with just being wealthy or intelligent, but we want to be 

wealthier and more intelligent than anyone else. 

 Pride has no place in the life of a servant.  First Peter 5:6 reads, 

“Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand that He may lift 

you up in due time.”  It is God alone Who can exalt us (Psalm 75:7).  If 

Christ Himself, God’s only begotten Son, humbled Himself, should we 

not follow His example and humble ourselves?  Because Christ humbled 

Himself, God exalted Him (Philippians 2:9) 

 David, the shepherd-king, put our situation in proper perspective: 

“When I consider Your heavens, the work of Your fingers, the moon and 

the stars, which You have set in place, what is man that You are mindful 

of him, the son of man that You care for him” (Psalm 8:3-4)?  The 

inference is that we are insignificant, yet David goes on to remind us of 

what we can be proud: “You made [us] ruler over the works of Your 

hands; You put everything under [our] feet.”  

 Humility allows us to accept our smallness and God’s goodness.  

In the words of Martin Luther, humility is the decision to “let God be 

God”.  We are stewards through humility.  We are to honor Him with 

what we have, what we are, and what He will make of us. 
 

OCTOBER BIRTHDAY’S 
 

02 – Adrian Stitt 

05 – Shari Madison 

06 – Chuck McCracken & Sydney Unruh 

09 – Ariania Hawley 

10 – Don Staisil 

11 – Penny Monacelli 

14 – Cara Decker 

15 – Nancy Rice 

16 – Bob Koss 

19 – Deanna Lamoreaux 

23 – Karin Hellmuth 

26 – Matt Hartman 

31 – John Hartman 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES 
Have a wonderful anniversary! 

 

2 – Dennis & Jill Farmer 

9 – Jason & Debra Verbison 

11 – Ralf & Bettina Zaar 

14 – Joseph & Vickie Shigley 

19 – Don & Joy Staisil 

20 – Chris & Liesle Elsey 

21 – Brett & Andrea Burdick 

21 – Jim & Shari Madison 

24 – Bob & Karen Koss 

29 – Clark & Kay Stone 
. 



Who is Your All-Time 

Favorite Bible Hero?  
 

As I taught confirmation classes over the 

years, I always got excited when we came to 

the Genesis account of teenager Joseph. This is 

my all-time favorite story in the Old Testament.  Young Joseph, I have found, 

resonates extremely well with our teenage confirmation students and, of course, with 

me too. It’s a lesson in absolute devotion to God through thick and thin with 

immense trust in His will and His marvelous plan for this devoted disciple.  

 

The story of Joseph is a masterpiece of Hebrew and world literature. With a fabulous 

plot, intrigue, and suspense, it is a story suitable for reading on a lovely or rainy 

(confirmation) afternoon for teens and adults alike! Children love it, composers of 

music love it, artists love it, and clearly, the biblical writers found it to be a rich 

source of teaching about God and humanity. In terms of the biblical story line, it 

provides a bit of a bridge between the books of Genesis and Exodus, beginning with 

the ever-increasing chosen family in Canaan and ending with the family-turned-

nation residing in the best part of Egypt. 

 

Again, we find the familiar biblical themes of deception, favoritism, and the pain of 

family relations rearing their ugly heads. But in this story, God retreats a bit (not in 

the sense of vanishing from the story.) God's actions are more providentially inclined 

rather than intervention ally inclined. There are no extraordinary or dramatic 

revelations in this story - no visits from angels, no long talks with the Divine, no 

mysterious wrestling in the dead of night. Instead, God appears indirectly in the 

claims made about Joseph and in the divine communication Joseph has via his 

dreams. Joseph is considered to be uncommonly wise, and that indicates that God is 

with him, we are told. He also has both the gift of having dreams filled with portents 

of the future and divine communication and the gift of dream interpretation. As we 

discover in the text, the meaning of this is ambiguous. Clearly God is working with 

Joseph in these more hidden ways as He is with us too. 

 

The teenage Joseph is just the beginning in this Old Testament confirmation lesson 

segment.  In the following weeks we will delve into Moses and Pharaoh, Wilderness 

to land, the Ten Commandments, David, the “saint and sinner” kid who became king 

(another super favorite of mine), and the Split Kingdom where things begin to fall 

apart.  The fantastic books of Ruth and Esther are certainly relatable for youth and 

adults. During the time we study these accounts we will always relate each lesson to 

our baptismal vows and the tremendous love God has for each and every one of us. 

 

Together in God’s Love, 

Mr. Craig 

 
 
 

 

REMEMBER IN PRAYER 
All troops serving worldwide, Brett Bartrum, Linda Smith, 

Melissa and Austin Reid, Kyle Simone, Heidi Rock,  

Helga Jensen, Enga Higgins, Therma Curtis, Gail Green, Frank Losert, 

Duane Lenninger, Inger Meyer, Miller Reed, Matthew Johnson,  

Kim Ross, Velma Raines, Andrea Burdick, Jason Billings,  

Doug Bartrum, Donna Campbell, Joe Kelly, Carol and John Lewis,  

Ashley Brown, Nathan Browne, Russell Booker, Tim Lillis,  

Mariah, Roseanne Umberger, Jake DiPonio, Kelly Moilanen,  

Susan and Robert Gilespie, and Michelle Tobin. 

In sympathy for the family of William Spagnoli. 


