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“God’s Work. Our Hands.” 
 

You are invited to worship with us! 
9:30 am Sunday Communion Service 

10:45 am Sunday School Pre-School to 6th Grade 
11:15 am Sunday Adult Bible Study 

 
Rev. Dale E. Hedblad, M.Div., Board Certified Chaplain 

Sheila Andring – Communications Coordinator 
Labor of Love Daycare – Patti Fabisiack, Director 

 
 

Contact us: 
810-227-3113 or lordoflifeelca@gmail.com 

 

Visit us on the web: 
www.LordofLifeELCA.com 

 

 

Follow us on Face book:          
Lord of Life Lutheran Church, Brighton, MI   

Lord of Life  
Lutheran Church 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Messages for January 2020: 
 

January 6, 2020 (Matthew 2:1-12) God’s promise shines bright in the 

night as magi follow a star to honor a new king. Strangers from a 

faraway land, they welcome the long-awaited messiah of Israel. 

 

January 12, 2020 (Matthew 3:13-17) Before Jesus begins his ministry, 

he is baptized by John, touched by the Spirit, and identified publicly as 

God’s child. 

 

January 19, 2020 (John 1:29-42) John the Baptist’s witness to Jesus 

initiates a chain of testimony as his disciples begin to share with others 

what they have found. 

 

January 26, 2020 (Matthew 4:12-23) Jesus begins his public ministry 

shortly after John the Baptist is imprisoned by Herod. He proclaims the 

nearness of God’s reign and calls four fishermen to be his first disciples. 

 

 

 

Making Christ Known 

http://www.lordoflifeelca.com/


JANUARY 2020 LORD OF LIFE SPECIAL EVENTS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Communion Worship is every Sunday at 9:30 am, followed by hospitality. 

 

 

Sunday School for children ages 3 through the 6th grade is each Sunday,  

10:45 – 11:30 am. 

 

 

Confirmation class for students in 7th& 8th grades meet every Sunday from  

10:30 am -12:00 pm. Craig Johnson and Pastor Dale will lead this group. 

 

 

Adult Bible Class meets every Sunday morning at 11:15 am 

 

 

Turn your spending into giving.  Meijer reloads are accepted every Sunday. 

Please see Colleen for details. 

 

 

The Board of Ministry meeting is Sunday, January 12th at 11:15 am.  

 

 

 

Knots of Love/Shawl Ministry meets Tuesday, January 14th 

 

 

 

LOLYO Lock-In- begins Friday night January 17th at 8pm until Saturday 

Morning January 18th at 7am 

 

 

Fish and Loaves will be Sunday, February 9th. Volunteers are always 

needed and appreciated, please be at the church by 5:30 pm to help. 

 

January Message from the Pastor 
 

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; 

Behold, all things have become new.” (II Corinthians 5:17) 
 

Have you ever made a new year’s resolution that you were able to keep? I have 

on a few occasions, and they proved to be life changing. In 1987 I vowed to put 

my divorce (Oct. ’86) behind me and start over, pledging to look forward and not 

look back. In 1992 I vowed to pursue my calling to the ministry of Word and 

Sacrament. In August of 1998 I asked Colleen Wahl to marry me and join me in 

a calling to pastor a church. We both were scared but our love for each other was 

strong and our faith in God’s will for us was equally as strong. We were married 

on May 15, 1999, and accepted a call to Lord of Life that began on July 1, 1999. 

All of these vows or resolutions came true. I believe they worked because I/we 

sincerely prayed to God to ask for His blessings. A life changing vow or pledge 

on its own has little chance of becoming a reality without the commitment of the 

individual(s) and the blessing of God. 
 

As we say goodbye to 2019 let us reflect on its many challenges and blessings. 

Think back to how this year began. What were your hopes and dreams, your 

worries and your concerns as you rang in the New Year? Chances are the worries 

and concerns you let rent space in your head at the beginning of the year never 

came to fruition. Perhaps you can’t even remember them now. Each New Year is 

a sign post in life. It marks an ending and a new beginning. This is an 

opportunity to “start over.” The Bible calls this practice repentance. 
 

Since 1890, America has celebrated New Year’s Day with the Tournament of 

Roses Parade in Pasadena, Ca. All of the floats in this parade are covered with 

flowers and other natural materials, and an average float contains 100,000 

blossoms. But as you all know, life isn’t always a “Tournament of Roses.” Each 

year brings its own share of challenges, joys and sorrows. I believe that God 

works in mysterious ways to bring about His will for our life. Remember in 

Genesis 1:5, we read that God moves from evening to morning. Out of the 

darkness, the light is born. Out of the night comes the dawning of a new day. As 

someone once said, “it’s always darkest just before the dawn.” Paul encourages 

us with these words, “All things work to good for those who love the Lord” 

(Romans 8:28). God works through all of our circumstances to bring about His 

will for our lives. 
 

As we enter the New Year 2020, pray about your life and your direction. If you 

see some things you would like to change ask God to help you do so. I pray that 
2020 will be a blessed year of growth for us all- growing in faith toward God and 

in love toward one another. Happy New Year! 
 

In Christ, 

Pastor Dale+ 

Congregational Meeting will take place on Sunday, 

January 26th immediately following Worship Service. 

Please plan on attending this informational event. 



About Lord of Life Lutheran Church 
 

“God’s work. Our Hands.” 
 

Welcome to Lord of Life – Pastor Dale Hedblad leads our 
worship each Sunday.  Our worship is hands-free (no book).  Just 
follow the Power Point liturgy on the big screen.   
 
Our Church – Lord of Life Lutheran Church is a member of the 
Southeast Michigan Synod branch of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America.  The ELCA is the largest Lutheran Church 
body, consisting of 4.6 million members worldwide.  Lord of Life 
was established as a mission development on May 21, 1972.  Our 
current pastor, Dale Hedblad, has a Master of Divinity Degree 
from Trinity Lutheran Seminary in Columbus, Oh. He is one of 
two specialized ministers in the Southeast Michigan Synod.  
Pastor Hedblad is also a Board Certified Chaplain and is on-call 
at St. Joseph Mercy Hospital in Ann Arbor.  If you would like to 
learn more about Pastor Hedblad, there is a brief biography under 
the picture of Pastor Dale and his wife, Colleen, as you exit the 
sanctuary.  Currently, Lord of Life consists of 588 members.  Lord 
of Life is active in the Brighton Community with several ministries 
including:  Vacation Bible School, Love INC., Gleaners Food 
Bank, Crop Walk, Habitat for Humanity, Juvenile Diabetes 
Research, Fish & Loaves, Red Cross Blood Drives, Kids Against 
Hunger, Bountiful Harvest Food Pantry and our annual Christmas 
“Adopt-A-Family” giving tree. 
 
Lord of Life is always open to joining or initiating new ministries 
that are consistent with our mission statement and our core 
values:   
 

“God’s Work. Our Hands.” 
 

• Compassion 

• Discipleship 

• Hospitality 

• Commitment to excellence 

A New Year – New Opportunities 
 

Each new day brings promise of a new start.  For many, the start 

of a new week is the time to begin that diet, get serious about exercising, 

or forego TV viewing.  For a vast majority, though, there’s something 

especially motivating and invigorating about seeing the JANUARY 

calendar on the wall.  This is the year we’ll accomplish great things.   
 

 God doesn’t necessarily call us to do great things, however.  He 

asks that we be trustworthy in small things (Luke 16:10-11).  To that 

end He gives us gifts to use to build up the Body of Christ and to reach 

out to the lost. 
  

Some of us have many gifts.  People like Michelangelo – painter, 

sculptor, and poet – and Thomas Jefferson – architect, statesman, and 

scientific farmer – come to mind.  God, the Giver of gifts, knows that 

the number of gifts each of us has varies.  Jesus told the Parable of the 

Talents pointing up this fact and teaching us that success lies in using 

what we’ve been given, not in having the greatest amount. 
 

Our gifts also differ in degree.  There are many sculptors but 

few, if any, compare to Michelangelo.  Yet their art can bring 

satisfaction and inspiration to others.  You may not be able to sing opera, 

but you can sing God’s praises.  You may not be a great orator, but you 

can witness to the love and grace of God in Christ.  You may not be a 

mechanic, but you can provide transportation for someone needing to 

get to an appointment or to church. 
 

That’s why God gives us gifts and abilities – that we may be 

equipped to serve others.  The start of a new year offers us an opportune 

time to assess those gifts and see how we can use them for God’s glory 

and the good of His people.   The motivation to do this comes from the 

same One Who gave the gifts!  Just as He was motivated by love for us 

to give us, not just our gifts, but His greatest gift, His Son, so we are 

motivated by love for Him to serve those He calls us to serve. 
 

Ronald J. Chewning 

12 Months of Congregational Stewardship 

 

 



JANUARY BIRTHDAY’S 

 

01 – Deanna Garcia 

04 – Gavin & Ronan Elarton 

05 – Megan Unruh 

08 – Kay Stone 

09 – Rylan McCurdy 

11 – Eric Newburg & Robert McCurdy 

12 – Jessi Shigley 

13 – Howard Renton 

14 – Dylan Hedblad 

21 – Miranda Verbison 

22 – Theresa Olechiw 

23 – Kim Dei 

25 – Ryan Elarton, Richard McElyea 

26 – Jason Verbison 

27 – Ralf Zaar 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES 
Have a wonderful anniversary! 

 

23 – Kenneth & Deborah Winslow 

31 – Steve & Barb Billings 

 

 

 

 

REMEMBER IN PRAYER 
All troops serving worldwide, Brett Bartrum, Linda Smith, 

Melissa and Austin Reid, Kyle Simone, Heidi Rock, 

Helga Jensen, Enga Higgins, Frank Losert, Duane Lenninger,  

Inger Meyer, Miller Reed, Matthew Johnson, Andrea Burdick,  

Jason Billings, Doug Bartrum, Donna Campbell, Joe Kelly,  

Carol Lewis, Ashley Brown, Bill Kelly, Jake DiPonio,  

Kelly Moilanen, Susan and Robert Gilespie, Michelle Tobin,  

Fred Schwamb, Danny Jones, Kaye Siering, Ryan, Elmer, Gary,  

Gregg Golden and Craig Moilanen, John Banfill, Ann Stressman, 

Sharon Heethiius, Michael and Helen Ewing, Debbie Barr,  

Tracey, Kelsey and Morgan Griggs, Karen Snizaski, Kay Stone  

and Susan Renger 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A prayer for teens and their parents 
 
O God our loving parent, you know how difficult it is to be a teen and 

how challenging it is to parent a teen. For our teens, help them 

navigate their uncertainties. Fill them with self-worth. Temper their 

risk-taking. Help them shun peer pressure. Keep them safe. For their 

parents, tempter the lectures with words of love. Grant them tolerance 

for hair coloring, piercings, and choices in clothes and music. Sustain 

them through moments of doubt and panic. O God our loving parent, 

give teens and their parents full measures of patience and good humor. 

Amen. 

https://womenoftheelca.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=38d837d7f50973ead605ee94e&id=87035a4c15&e=7d6becf907


GIVE PLUS+ 

An Alternative Way of Giving 

Many of you have expressed preferences for giving 

electronically, using a smartphone app, a computer or tablet. 

Lord of Life offers this option, now we want to reintroduce this 

giving option to everyone.  

Here are a few benefits for GIVE PLUS+:  

• eGiving is convenient and helps support your church 

• eGiving allows you to keep intentions to give even when not 

at church.  

• eGiving helps Lord of Life receive consistent income 

It’s Easy…..download the GivePlus app through the Apple’s app 

store and Goolge’s play store. ...yes, it’s free to download and 

you are not charged a fee to make donations using this app. 

When you download the GivePlus app for the first time, you 
will be prompted to enter the name of your church. Type in 
Lord of Life and select it when it appears. Or, use the Find 
Churches Near me feature. After you select Lord of Life, it 

automatically becomes your “home” church. The next time you 
open the app, Lord of Life will already be displayed. 

 

GivePlus donations can be made with all major 
credit and debit cards. 

 
When completing a donation, you will receive  

a receipt via email. 
 

If you have any questions, please contact Glenn Kelly or Colleen Hedblad. 

 

 



ANNUAL SPAGHETTI DINNER 
 

Please make a note on your new 2020 calendar: 

Back by popular demand, and voted best evening out in Brighton for a 

Spaghetti dinner: 

 

Sunday evening, March 22, 2020.  Lord of Life Youth Group 

Spaghetti Dinner. 

 

The youth will be serving up dinner with all the fixings to raise funds 

for their activities.  This annual event is a “must attend” evening for 

the who’s who and socialites as well as common folk like myself.  It 

will include a prepared to order spaghetti dinner, salad, dessert and 

something to wet your whistle.   And, for your dining pleasure, 

authentic, original, recorded & pirated tunes from Italy and elsewhere. 

 

There will be guest appearance by Chef Jeremy who just returned after 

making fame at Heaven’s Kitchen. 

You may even get a glimpse of a cameo appearance by your favorite 

waitperson. 

 

More specifics will be in next month’s newsletter and announced in 

church.  You can also check out the Youth Bulletin Board. 

 
 

 
 

 

Dear Lord of Life Congregation,  

Thank you for your prayers, cards, support and generous gifts at 

Christmas. We are truly blessed to be called to serve here, worshiping 

God with you. May 2020 be a blessed year with continued growth, 

individually and collectively, as we pray and discern the many ministry 

opportunities and possibilities that God brings our way. 

 

Serving with you, 

Pastor Dale and Colleen 

How to sign up for Worship Assistant Duties 
 

Why sign-up? 

 -So that all Sunday Service Assistant duties are filled in 

advance of Service, preferably a month’s worth in advance. Those 

duties include: Greeters; Ushers; Communion Assistants; Lector; 

Acolyte; Nursery; Altar Guild; Hospitality; Fellowship Set-up; 

Counters (current or past Board Members) 

 

Two ways to sign up:  

 -Sign up Sheets are posted on the Bulletin Board in the 

Narthex, to the left of the double doors as you exit. The sheets are 

posted for two months at a time: Current Month and Next Month 

 -Utilize the Sign-up Genius App, which can be accessed in any 

of the following three ways: 

  +Go to signupgenius.com on your computer 

  +Go to lordoflifeelca.com on your computer or smart 

phone; once on the Lord of Life website, go to the “Church Life” page; 

then scroll down to “Worship Assistant Signup Genius”, and click on 

it 

+On your Smart Phone: Download the “Signup Genius” APP 

 

Whichever method you used to get to the “Genius”, you will need to 

register (One time ONLY), if you haven’t previously registered, by 

inputting your email address and a password of your own creation. 

 

Once in the Genius, you can scroll thru the dates of the current month 

and see which positions are open, then select the one, or ones, you 

wish to fill; if you are filling both positions, of a 2-position job,-say a 

husband and wife team-you can input the number 2 and both names. 

 

When you have signed up for all the positions you wish to fill, scroll to 

the bottom of the page and press submit. 

 

You will shortly receive an email confirmation of your signups; if you 

see a mistake, you can go back into the Genius easily, right from the 

confirmation email by clicking on “View Sign Up”. 

A nice feature is that, a few days before you are due to serve, the 

Genius will send you an email reminding you! 



•  

•     January is the time in our Year 

of the Bible confirmation class 

curriculum that we mark the end 

of the Old Testament; we move 

into the New Testament and 

celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ 

and the study of His short three-

year ministry on earth.  Through 

the New Year we will constantly 

be reminded that Old Testament 

references are plentiful in the New 

Testament; one lone example 

would be that Father Abraham is 

mentioned 72 times. 
 

Our studies will try to connect 

much of what our confirmation 

students have learned in their 

social studies classes for this 

biblical time period.  Our student’s social studies curriculum covers in 

detail the time period of the “great” Roman PAX (peace). These are the 

times of Jesus and the early Christian church when the Roman Empire 

ruled the Holy Land and most of the known world. We will delve into 

the beginnings of Christianity to Emperor Constantine making 

Christianity “legal.” We will discuss such things as the origins of the 

Wise Men. Many Biblical scholars believe they were Priests and 

Astronomers - not Kings or Astrologers. Their beliefs, it is thought, was 

that of Zoroastrianism which is arguably believed to be the world’s 

oldest monotheistic religion. What about the mystery man Bible Priest 

Melchizedek that is found in the Old and New Testament? Stay tuned 

students. 
 

• This year we will also explore how the Bible’s New Testament 

came to be written and for whom it was written including the mysterious 

“Q” source. We will review some of the many other sources that were 

not included (canonized) in our Protestant Bibles.  Like detectives, we 

will use our study Bibles to search out the differences and similarities 

in the Gospels, for whom they were written and the message they 

provide to all of us.  It’s very interesting and always fun to discover how 

the church was founded (Acts) and how it grew according to Paul’s 

epistles. Towards the end of the year we will discuss America’s 

founding father Thomas Jefferson’s Bible where he only cited the words 

of Christ much like the big Bible outside of Pastor Dale’s office that has 

our Lord’s words highlighted in red font. As a 

class we will discuss how that different 

interpretations of the Bible have altered some 

of our Lutheran theology thinking and our 

practices today as compared to other Christion 

denominations.   
 

• The bottom line for us each week is to 

listen, study and learn the tremendous 

examples of faith, gifts of love, forgiveness and 

eternal life we are given by the birth, death and 

resurrection of our Lord Jesus.  Most importantly, will learn how we can 

use this information to guide our lives as young confirmed Lutheran 

woman and men and on into adulthood. I thank God each week for the 

wonderful class of teens and tweens in our confirmation program. 
 

• May the peace of our Lord be with you now and 

throughout the New Year, 

Mr. Craig 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LOLYO Corner 
 

LOLYO Lock-In will take place starting Friday, January 17th at 8pm 

and continue through Saturday, January 18th at 8am. Bring your 

sleeping bag & pillow, wear your pajamas and share in the fun!! More 

information to follow soon. 

“Like detectives, 

we will use our 

study Bibles to 

search out the 

differences and 

similarities in the 

four Gospels” 


