Lord of Life
Lutheran Church
5051 Pleasant Valley Road
Brighton, MI 48114

Lord of Life
Lutheran Church

“God’s Work. Our Hands.”
You are invited to worship with us!
9:30 am Sunday Communion Service
10:45 am Sunday School Pre-School to 6th Grade
11:15 am Sunday Adult Bible Study

Messages for March 2020:
March 1, 2020 (Matthew 4:1-11) Jesus experiences anew the
temptations that Israel faced in the wilderness. As the Son of God, he
endures the testing of the evil one.

Rev. Dale E. Hedblad, M.Div., Board Certified Chaplain
Sheila Andring – Communications Coordinator
Labor of Love Daycare – Patti Fabisiack, Director

March 8, 2020 (John 3:1-17) A curious Pharisee visits Jesus by night
to learn from the teacher his friends reject. Jesus speaks to him about
life in the Spirit and the kingdom of God.

Contact us:

March 15, 2020 (John 4:5-42) Jesus defies convention to engage a
Samaritan woman in conversation. Her testimony, in turn, leads many
others to faith.

Visit us on the web:

March 22, 2020 (John 9:1-41) Jesus heals a man born blind,
provoking a hostile reaction that he regards as spiritual blindness to the
things of God.

Follow us on Face book:

March 29, 2020 (John 11:1-45) Jesus is moved to sorrow when his
friend Lazarus falls ill and dies. Then, in a dramatic scene, he calls his
friend out of the tomb and restores him to life.

810-227-3113 or lordoflifeelca@gmail.com
www.LordofLifeELCA.com

Lord of Life Lutheran Church, Brighton, MI

Making Christ Known

MARCH 2020 LORD OF LIFE SPECIAL EVENTS
LENTEN SERVICES – 7:00 pm
Wednesday’s, March 4th – April 1st
Soup Supper at 6:15 pm, Lenten Worship at 7:00 pm

Communion Worship is every Sunday at 9:30 am, followed by
hospitality.
Sunday School for children ages 3 through the 6th grade is each Sunday,
10:45 – 11:30 am.
Confirmation class for students in 7th& 8th grades meet every Sunday from
10:30 am -12:00 pm. Craig Johnson and Pastor Dale will lead this group.

Adult Bible Class meets every Sunday morning at 11:15 am

Turn your spending into giving. Meijer reloads are accepted every Sunday.
Please see Colleen for details.
The Board of Ministry meeting is Sunday, March 8th at 11:15 am.

Knots of Love/Shawl Ministry meets Tuesday, March 10th

LOLYO Spaghetti Dinner is Sunday, March 22nd
Fish and Loaves will be Sunday, April 12th. Volunteers are always
needed and appreciated, please be at the church by 5:30 pm to help.

March Message from the Pastor
“Return to the Lord your God for He is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love”(Joel 2:13)

Greetings in Christ! The six week season of Lent is now upon us.
Lent began on February 26, with the imposition of ashes- a
remembrance of our own mortality. Lent is a six week season in the
church when we pause to reflect on our life. It is one of the Holiest
times of the year because of its ability to help us live anew by
changing direction in life. During this six week church season we will
hear again or perhaps for the first time, of God’s victory through Jesus
Christ over the powers of sin and death. This season may have begun
with ashes but the refreshing waters of baptism flow through it,
claiming each of us as God’s sons and daughters.
Like Jesus’ earthly ministry, it all begins with baptism. Our life’s
journey, with all its twists and turns will ultimately lead us to Heaven
where we will see the face of Almighty God and meet our Savior face
to face. But God’s claiming of us in Holy Baptism and Jesus’ promise
to be with us always is not just some kind of insurance policy of faith
to be redeemed at the end of life. It’s much more special than that,
because God loves us much more than that. God gives his Holy Spirit
to each of us at the time of our baptism. The Holy Spirit of God is that
“still small voice within” each of us that speaks to our heart and mind
and our conscience, helping us to lead a Godly life.
At times in life people may “fall away” from the church, still believing
and occasionally praying, but that once strong guiding voice within
has gone faint and no longer has the influence or the impact it once
did. The Good News is that God is a loving God and a forgiving God
that is always waiting, looking and hoping for us to repent and change
our ways. The season of Lent is a time of personal reflection and
prayer that speaks to the prodigal son/daughter in each of us,
encouraging us to return home to God.
Serving with You,

Pastor Dale+

About Lord of Life Lutheran Church
“God’s work. Our Hands.”
Welcome to Lord of Life – Pastor Dale Hedblad leads our
worship each Sunday. Our worship is hands-free (no book).
Just follow the Power Point liturgy on the big screen.
Our Church – Lord of Life Lutheran Church is a member of the
Southeast Michigan Synod branch of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America. The ELCA is the largest Lutheran Church
body, consisting of 4.6 million members worldwide. Lord of Life
was established as a mission development on May 21, 1972.
Our current pastor, Dale Hedblad, has a Master of Divinity
Degree from Trinity Lutheran Seminary in Columbus, Oh. He is
one of two specialized ministers in the Southeast Michigan
Synod. Pastor Hedblad is also a Board Certified Chaplain and
is on-call at St. Joseph Mercy Hospital in Ann Arbor. If you
would like to learn more about Pastor Hedblad, there is a brief
biography under the picture of Pastor Dale and his wife,
Colleen, as you exit the sanctuary. Currently, Lord of Life
consists of 615 members. Lord of Life is active in the Brighton
Community with several ministries including: Vacation Bible
School, Love INC., Gleaners Food Bank, Crop Walk, Habitat for
Humanity, Juvenile Diabetes Research, Fish & Loaves, Red
Cross Blood Drives, Kids Against Hunger, Bountiful Harvest
Food Pantry and our annual Christmas “Adopt-A-Family” giving
tree.
Lord of Life is always open to joining or initiating new ministries
that are consistent with our mission statement and our core
values:
“God’s Work. Our Hands.”





Compassion
Discipleship
Hospitality
Commitment to excellence

Do Not Be Afraid
“A young man dressed in a white robe . . . said, ‘You are
looking for Jesus the Nazarene, Who was crucified. He has risen! He
is not here. See the place where they laid Him. But go, tell His
disciples and Peter . . .’ ” (Mark 16:5-7).
“Trembling and bewildered, the women went out and fled from
the tomb. They said nothing to anyone, because they were afraid”
(Mark 16:8).
Who wouldn’t tremble and be afraid! You go to anoint a body
to prepare it for a proper burial, but the body is missing. Then some
ethereal creature tells you the body isn’t there because it is no longer
dead but alive. Who could take it in? “Don’t be alarmed” the man in
white said. Yeah, right!
Yet, looking back, perhaps the women remembered the
thousands He had fed with only two fish and five loaves of bread
(Matthew 14:15-21). Maybe they thought again about the raising of
Lazarus from the dead (John 11:38-44). After all, He was the one who
had stilled the raging sea (Mark 4:35-41).
Somewhere, sometime, that trembling and bewilderment turned
to joy and faith, for they did go tell His disciples and Peter (Matthew
28:8). And Jesus met them and greeted them, and they worshipped
Him. “Then Jesus said to them, ‘Do not be afraid. Go and tell My
brothers . . .’ ” (Matthew 28:9-10).
Jesus’ last command is the same as this one: Don’t be afraid.
Go and tell. We can understand the fear of the women at the empty
tomb. What are we afraid of? Trouble? Or hardship? Persecution?
Or famine? Nakedness? Or danger? Or sword? There is no fear in
these things! “No, in all these things we are more than conquerors
through Him Who loved us” (Romans 8:35, 37). We have the benefit
of history. The women at the tomb couldn’t fathom the outcome, but
we have God’s Word that assures us of our victory in Christ. We have
His promise, “And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the
age” (Matthew 28:20). So don’t be afraid! Go and tell!
Ronald J. Chewning
12 Months of Congregational Stewardship

MARCH BIRTHDAY’S
07 – Colleen Hedblad & Wayne Moilanen
08 – Connie Keech
09 – Eli Restrepo
10 – Jill Farmer
11 – Erin Standish
16 – Ellie Gargolia
21 – Megan Farmer
22 – Tim Dei
23 – Madeline McCurdy
27 – Debbie Renton
28 – Suzanne Bellair
29 – Joshua Newburg
30 – Joseph Hedblad

FASTING
and
FEASTING
Our Lord calls us to a holy fast- and a holy feast in each of the days of
this Lenten season. A fast in which we cleanse our hearts and allow
God to make his appeal through us to the world He so loves. We are
called to feast on the fruits of the Spirit- love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control
(Galatians 5:22).

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES
Have a wonderful anniversary!
15 – Aaron and Sheila Andring
15 – Ryan & Jennifer Elarton
18 – Eric and Amy Newburg

REMEMBER IN PRAYER
All troops serving worldwide, Brett Bartrum, Linda Smith,
Melissa and Austin Reid, Kyle Simone, Heidi Rock,
Helga Jensen, Enga Higgins, Duane Lenninger, Inger Meyer,
Matthew Johnson, Andrea Burdick, Jason Billings, Joe Kelly,
Bill Kelly, Jake DiPonio, Kelly Moilanen, Michelle Tobin,
Fred Schwamb, Danny Jones, Ryan, Elmer, Gary, Gregg Golden,
Craig Moilanen, Ann Stressman, Sharon Heethiius, Debbie Barr,
Tracey, Kelsey and Morgan Griggs, Karen Snizaski, Susan Renger,
Tom McDonald and Kay Stone.
In sympathy for the family of Frank Losert.

Fast from worry, feast on divine trust in God.
Fast from complaining, feast on appreciation.
Fast from negative thoughts, feast on things positive.
Fast from unrelenting pressures, feast on unceasing prayer.

Fast from hostility, feast on tenderness.
Fast from bitterness, feast on forgiveness.
Fast from self-concern, feast on compassion for others.
Fast from anger, feast on optimism.

Fast from personal anxiety, feast on eternal truth.
Fast from discouragement, feast on hope.
Fast from all things that weaken, and feast on promises that inspire and
build up.
Fast from problems that overwhelm, feast on prayer that gives hope.

GIVE PLUS+
An Alternative Way of Giving
Many of you have expressed preferences for giving
electronically, using a smartphone app, a computer or tablet.
Lord of Life offers this option, now we want to reintroduce this
giving option to everyone.
Here are a few benefits for GIVE PLUS+:

LOLYO Corner
The next LOLYO event will be Sunday, March 22nd for both Youth
Sunday in the morning and the Spaghetti Dinner in the evening. Look
for a signup sheet on the LOLYO Bulletin board.
Upcoming events:
Youth Sunday
And
Spaghetti Dinner

March

22nd

Escape Room

April

TBD

 eGiving helps Lord of Life receive consistent income

LOLYO Sunday Service
Take-Over

April

26th

9:3010:30am

It’s Easy…..download the GivePlus app through the Apple’s app
store and Goolge’s play store. ...yes, it’s free to download and
you are not charged a fee to make donations using this app.

LOLYO Sunday Service
Take-Over

May

3rd

9:3010:30am

 eGiving is convenient and helps support your church
 eGiving allows you to keep intentions to give even when not
at church.

9:3010:30 am
3:306:30pm

When you download the GivePlus app for the first time, you
will be prompted to enter the name of your church. Type in
Lord of Life and select it when it appears. Or, use the Find
Churches Near me feature. After you select Lord of Life, it
automatically becomes your “home” church. The next time you
open the app, Lord of Life will already be displayed.

GivePlus donations can be made with all major
credit and debit cards.
When completing a donation, you will receive
a receipt via email.
If you have any questions, please contact Glenn Kelly or Colleen Hedblad.

Lenten Soup Suppers
Lenten Soup Suppers are weekly on Wednesday’s, March 4th through
April 1st. Supper will be from 6:15 – 6:45 pm and Lent Worship will
start at 7:00 pm. Please join us. There is a signup sheet on the bulletin
board.

ANNUAL SPAGHETTI DINNER
Please mark your calendar for Sunday, March 22.
The Youth Group will be hosting its annual Spaghetti Dinner from
4:30 to 6:30 that Sunday evening. The youth will be serving up dinner
with all the fixings to raise funds for their activities. It will include a
prepared to order spaghetti dinner, salad, desert and something to wet
your whistle. And, for your dining pleasure, authentic, original,
recorded & pirated tunes from Italy and elsewhere.
Members of the congregation, neighbors, friends, relatives and
complete strangers are all encouraged to attend and support our youth.
I am sure you are aware that the youth group continues to be a huge
success and needs our support, including financial. And everyone
realizes that without youth in our church, we might just as well close
up and lock the doors.
So, please come out and enjoy a great time, great dinner and support
the youth group. Free will offering covers the cost of this
extravaganza!!

Following the example of our
Great Steward, we serve others,
putting their needs before our own.
“Just as the Son of Man did not come
to be served, but to serve, and to give
His life as a ransom for many”
(Matthew 20:28).

Soon, very soon,
each member of our
confirmation class,
both
first
and
second
year
students, will stand
before
our
congregation
and
recite his or her personal Bible verse. This is to be a passage, selected
by them, that speaks directly to each confirmand in a different and
individual way. Hopefully it will be the kind of verse they will carry
with them the rest of their lives. Perhaps as you read this you will
recall your confirmation verse or reflect on a passage that brings the
Lord’s comfort and joy to you. I remember having to memorize the
23rd Psalm in our public school that has stayed with me all these years.
The teenage years can be difficult and lonely as most teens struggle to
fit in and take on new responsibilities. Media and peers both constantly
bombard youth with the message that they are never good enough and
will never measure up. No wonder many teens end up hopeless and
lonely! Teens can use as much encouragement and love as we can give
them! We adults can always use these bible verses for teens to offer
words of comfort and hope to our youth.
Hey, and guess what, we older people can use these too!




1 Corinthians 10:13, No testing has overtaken you that is not
common to everyone. God is faithful, and he will not let you be
tested beyond your strength, but with the testing he will also
provide the way out so that you may be able to endure it. (This
is GREAT for a teenager’s final’s week)
1 Timothy 4: 12, Let no one despise your youth, but set the
believers an example in speech and conduct, in love, in faith, in
purity.



Deuteronomy 31:6 “Be strong and bold; have no fear or dread
of them, because it is the Lord your God who goes with you; he
will not fail you or forsake you.”



Ephesians 4:29 “Let no evil talk come out of your mouths, but
only what is useful for building up, as there is need, so that
your words may give grace to …”



Exodus 20:12 “Honor your father and your mother, so that
your days may be long in the land that the Lord your God is
giving you.”



Galatians 6:9 “So let us not grow weary in doing what is right,
for we will reap at harvest time, if we do not give up.”



Isaiah 41:10-13 “do not fear, for I am with you, do not be
afraid, for I am your God; I will strengthen you, I will help
you,”



Jeremiah 29:11-13 “For surely I know the plans I have for
you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to
give you a future with hope. Then when you call upon me and
come and pray to me, I will hear you. When you search for
me, you will find me; if you seek me with all your heart,”



Proverbs 3:5-6 “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do
not rely on your own insight. In all your ways acknowledge
him, and he will make straight your paths.

Oh my gosh I’ve run out of space again and there are so many more
meaningful verses we can all use.
Together in Christ’s Loving Peace,

Mr. Craig

