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“God’s Work. Our Hands.” 
 

You are invited to worship with us! 
9:30 am Sunday Communion Service 

10:45 am Sunday School Pre-School to 6th Grade 
11:15 am Sunday Adult Bible Study 

 
Rev. Dale E. Hedblad, M.Div., Board Certified Chaplain 

Sheila Andring – Communications Coordinator 
Labor of Love Daycare – Patti Fabisiack, Director 

 
 

Contact us: 
810-227-3113 or lordoflifeelca@gmail.com 

 

Visit us on the web: 
www.LordofLifeELCA.com 

 

 

Follow us on Face book:          
Lord of Life Lutheran Church, Brighton, MI   

Lord of Life  
Lutheran Church 

 

 
 

 

Messages for April 2020: 
 

April 5, 2020 (Matthew 26:14-27:66) In fulfillment of scripture and 

obedience to God’s will; Jesus goes to the cross so that a new covenant 

in his blood may bring forgiveness of sins. Even the soldiers who crucify 

him recognize him to be the Son of God. 

 

April 12, 2020 (John 20:1-18) John’s gospel describes the confusion 

and excitement of the first Easter: the stone is moved, disciples race 

back and forth, and angels speak to a weeping woman. Then, Jesus 

himself appears. 

 

April 19, 2020 (John 20:19-31) The risen Jesus appears to his disciples, 

offering them a benediction, a commission, and the gift of the Holy 

Spirit. But one of their number is missing, and his unbelief prompts 

another visit from the Lord. 

 

April 26, 2020 (Luke 24:13-35) The colorful story of Jesus’ appearance 

to two disciples on the road to Emmaus answers the question of how 

Jesus is to be recognized among us. Here, he is revealed through the 

scriptures and in the breaking of the bread. 

 

Making Christ Known 

http://www.lordoflifeelca.com/


APRIL 2020 LORD OF LIFE SPECIAL EVENTS 
 

 

 

Communion Worship is every Sunday at 9:30 am, followed by 

hospitality.- SUSPENDED 

 

 

Sunday School for children ages 3 through the 6th grade is each Sunday,  

10:45 – 11:30 am. -SUSPENDED 

 

 

Confirmation class for students in 7th& 8th grades meet every Sunday from  

10:30 am -12:00 pm. Craig Johnson and Pastor Dale will lead this group. - 

SUSPENDED 

 

 

Adult Bible Class meets every Sunday morning at 11:15 am - 

SUSPENDED 

 

 

Turn your spending into giving.  Meijer reloads are accepted every Sunday. 

Please see Colleen for details.  Email the church at lordoflifeelca@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 
Weekly Sermons can be found on our YouTube channel. 

Search Lord of Life ELCA – Brighton, MI  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April Message from the Pastor 
 

“God does not give us a spirit of fear, but of power and love and 

peace of mind.” (2 Timothy 1:7). 
 

In November 2019, the virus we know as the “Coronavirus” or “COVID-

19” appeared in Wuhan, China.  Today, five months later, that same virus 

is affecting people around the world. COVID-19 is on a trajectory that 

has some health experts predicting that it may continue to infect people in 

150 countries for weeks to come. Yet the human spirit, aided by the Holy 

Spirit, continues to strive, to hope, and to love.  
 

Every time we face challenges in life: sickness, death, destruction, 

despair, etc., we call upon God to renew us, refresh us, and set us on our 

feet again. Just as faith surged in the past after global changes and 

difficulties such as the Spanish flu, and the Great Depression, so too, we 

now find ourselves living in a time when faith is needed more than ever.  
 

As we view the world from the vantage point of our television we oversee 

a global panorama of death and fear.  We remain locked inside of our 

doors for fear of an uncontrollable viral invader over which we have no 

control. We need to know that God sees our plight and is here to lift us 

from it, and provide peace and comfort every step of the way as we get 

through this.  
 

Today is the time for modern day prophets to speak up, for Christians to 

rise up, especially those who can see past the despair of COVID-19 and 

its effects on health, economy, and spirit.  We can proclaim the Lord’s 

power of healing and love amidst the fear and chaos. It’s time for 

Christians today, to reach out in love to those who are afraid and to 

provide comfort.  It’s time for Christians to speak up about God’s comfort 

and healing presence that is always present in good times and bad. 
 

In my opinion, we have never had a Lenten season this challenging. 

Never have we been able to look to Easter with more understanding, 

yearning for God’s resurrecting power and grace. As Christians we have 

all experienced the force of God’s grace, the immensity of God’s power 

to change lives and God’s desire to bring joy out of every sorrow. Fellow 

Christians, our time has come. Stand up. Our discipleship in “real-time” 

begins today.  
 

Worshipping with you, 

Pastor Dale+ 



About Lord of Life Lutheran Church 
 

“God’s work. Our Hands.” 
 

Welcome to Lord of Life – Pastor Dale Hedblad leads our 
worship each Sunday.  Our worship is hands-free (no book).  Just 
follow the Power Point liturgy on the big screen.   
 
Our Church – Lord of Life Lutheran Church is a member of the 
Southeast Michigan Synod branch of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America.  The ELCA is the largest Lutheran Church 
body, consisting of 4.6 million members worldwide.  Lord of Life 
was established as a mission development on May 21, 1972.  Our 
current pastor, Dale Hedblad, has a Master of Divinity Degree 
from Trinity Lutheran Seminary in Columbus, Oh. He is one of 
two specialized ministers in the Southeast Michigan Synod.  
Pastor Hedblad is also a Board Certified Chaplain and is on-call 
at St. Joseph Mercy Hospital in Ann Arbor.  If you would like to 
learn more about Pastor Hedblad, there is a brief biography under 
the picture of Pastor Dale and his wife, Colleen, as you exit the 
sanctuary.  Currently, Lord of Life consists of 615 members.  Lord 
of Life is active in the Brighton Community with several ministries 
including:  Vacation Bible School, Love INC., Gleaners Food 
Bank, Crop Walk, Habitat for Humanity, Juvenile Diabetes 
Research, Fish & Loaves, Red Cross Blood Drives, Kids Against 
Hunger, Bountiful Harvest Food Pantry and our annual Christmas 
“Adopt-A-Family” giving tree. 
 
Lord of Life is always open to joining or initiating new ministries 
that are consistent with our mission statement and our core 
values:   
 

“God’s Work. Our Hands.” 
 

• Compassion 

• Discipleship 

• Hospitality 

• Commitment to excellence 
 

Whom Are You Looking At? 
 

 The disciples were thrilled.  They had their Lord back in their 

presence once again.  Since His Resurrection, He had appeared to them 

and others several times.  They were still a little confused, though, when 

He talked about “wait[ing] for the gift [His] Father promised” (Acts 

1:5), and, then, “He was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud 

hid Him from their sight” (Acts 1:9). 

 

 You can imagine their bewilderment.  He had died and been 

buried and then had risen from the dead!  He had walked among them 

and taught them again, and now . . . He is taken up into the clouds.  No 

wonder they stood there – probably with mouths agape – looking into 

the sky where they had last seen Him. 

 

 It took “two men dressed in white” (Acts 1:10) to bring them 

back to their senses.  “ ‘Men of Galilee,’ ” they said, ‘why do you stand 

here looking into the sky?  This same Jesus, Who has been taken from 

you into Heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen Him go 

into Heaven’ ” (Acts 1:11). 

 

 Back they went to Jerusalem.  Their eyes were no longer on the 

clouds, but they were still looking at Jesus.  They waited.  They prayed.  

They chose another disciple.  And they waited some more – all the while 

looking at Jesus.  

 

 Whom are you looking at?  Yes, Jesus has ascended.  We can 

only imagine His joyful, triumphant return as all the hosts of Heaven 

welcomed back the risen, victorious Savior.  Because He is that Savior, 

because He is the Author and perfecter of our faith, “let us fix our eyes 

on Jesus” (Hebrews 12:2).  Through His Word and Sacraments, He will 

lead us in His ways; He will teach us obedience and self-sacrifice; He 

will teach us love for our neighbors.  With joyful and generous hearts, 

we celebrate the new life that Easter brings us by sharing the message 

of the Cross and the Empty Tomb with all who will listen.  Keep looking 

at Jesus until in Heaven you see him face to face! 
 

Ronald J. Chewning 

12 Months of Congregational Stewardship 



APRIL BIRTHDAY’S 

 

01 – Andrew Burdick 

03 – Cheryl Harper & 

Joyce Raszkowski 

08 – Cassidy Newburg & Jennifer Elarton 

09 – Jeremy Hubbell & Curt Watkins 

10 – Greg Everson 

11 – Dave Hanson, Michael Hawley & Brianna Everson 

12 – Christopher Allen 

14 – Nancy Kooperman, 

Laura McCurren & Kenneth Winslow 

15 – Amy Newburg & Colin Burgess 

16 – John Kallio & Kyler Madison 

18 – Claire Olechiw 

22 – Alyssa Renton 

24- Jacob Pelto 

29 – Jim Madison, Alice Cornell 

30 – Williams Restrepo, Isaac Elsey 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APRIL ANNIVERSARIES 

Have a wonderful anniversary! 

 

7 – Richard & Patricia McElyea 

8 – Robert & Jennifer McCurdy 

10 – Fred & Suzanne Terrell 

REMEMBER IN PRAYER 
 

Comfort our world in this time of fear and uncertainty,  

as we pray for those suffering with the COVID19  

virus and those working on the front lines.  

 

All troops serving worldwide, Brett Bartrum, Linda Smith,  

Melissa and Austin Reid, Kyle Simone, Heidi Rock, Helga Jensen, 

Enga Higgins, Duane Lenninger, Inger Meyer, Matthew Johnson,  

Andrea Burdick, Jason Billings, Joe Kelly, Bill Kelly, Jake DiPonio, 

Kelly Moilanen, Michelle Tobin, Fred Schwamb, Ryan, Elmer,  

Gary, Gregg Golden, Craig Moilanen, Ann Stressman,  

Sharon Heethiius,  Debbie Barr, Tracey, Kelsey and Morgan Griggs, 

Karen Snizaski, Susan Renger, Tom McDonald, Ashley Brown,  

Ima Roycroft, Kim Ross, Robert and Susan Gilliespie,  

Charlotte Brunell, Linda Harrison, and Jim LoFiego.  

 

In sympathy for the families of Kay Stone and Doris Sloan.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Weekly Sermons can be found on our YouTube channel. You can search 

for our channel on YouTube by typing the following into the search bar: 

Lord of Life ELCA – Brighton, MI 

 

Once you find the channel, you can subscribe to make it easier to find 

again in the future. 

 

Sermons premier at 9:30am every Sunday, but you can watch them 

anytime. Once the sermons are published, they stay on our channel for 

you to view any time you would like to see them. 



GIVE PLUS+ 

An Alternative Way of Giving 

Many of you have expressed preferences for giving 

electronically, using a smartphone app, a computer or tablet. 

Lord of Life offers this option, now we want to reintroduce this 

giving option to everyone.  

Here are a few benefits for GIVE PLUS+:  

• eGiving is convenient and helps support your church 

• eGiving allows you to keep intentions to give even when not 

at church.  

• eGiving helps Lord of Life receive consistent income 

It’s Easy…..download the GivePlus app through the Apple’s app 

store and Goolge’s play store. ...yes, it’s free to download and 

you are not charged a fee to make donations using this app. 

When you download the GivePlus app for the first time, you 
will be prompted to enter the name of your church. Type in 
Lord of Life and select it when it appears. Or, use the Find 
Churches Near me feature. After you select Lord of Life, it 

automatically becomes your “home” church. The next time you 
open the app, Lord of Life will already be displayed. 

 

GivePlus donations can be made with all major 
credit and debit cards. 

 
When completing a donation, you will receive  

a receipt via email. 
 

If you have any questions, please contact Glenn Kelly or Colleen Hedblad. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Millions of Christians since Thomas have had doubts: about themselves, 

about God, about God's love for and work in the world, about the truth 

of the resurrection. As painful and disorienting as doubt can be, it is also 

the source of our best questions, our most insightful thoughts, and, 

ultimately, our greatest growth as everyday believers. 

 

In John 20:24 the disciple Thomas is called "the Twin." His sibling is 

never identified, which left the door open for theologians dating back to 

the early church to suggest that humankind is Thomas's twin. This is 

something I really enjoy pondering. Like Thomas, we have trouble 

believing what we cannot see. Like Thomas, we are occasionally 

courageous enough to go out into the world and do ministry, when our 

first instinct might be to hide away in a locked upper room.  

 

Like Thomas, we were not present for Christ's first post-resurrection 

appearance. Like Thomas, we have the unparalleled honor of Jesus 

making a special trip just to be with us and reassure us. Like Thomas, 

we have a tangible sign of God's love and true presence with us—for us. 

This comes in the water of baptism and the bread and wine of 

communion each Sunday at Lord of Life. As with Thomas, this free, 

gracious, and totally unmerited gift moves us to statements of faith. 

Thomas's response to Christ's appearance in the upper room was, "My 

Lord and my God!" (John 20:28). It remains one of the most profound 

recorded statements of faith, the only clear indication given to us in the 

Gospels that the disciples knew that Jesus wasn't just special; he was 

(and is) God. 

 

Ultimately, the most satisfying and consistent "answer" to our natural 

human doubts is that God defies our attempts at reasonable 

explanations. The wonder and mystery of this opens our minds and our 

hearts to receive Christ's true presence in the bread and wine of 

communion, to look for "both/and" answers to difficult questions, and 

to embrace God as a paradox in Christ—fully God, fully human—and 

in the Trinity—fully three, completely one. 

 

We, and for certain our confirmation teens, are drawn to these more 

complex, grace-dependent ideas because we are an Easter people. The 

idea goes back at least to Augustine, if not farther: Christians don't just 

celebrate Easter one day or one season a year. If God's word is read and 

proclaimed, the sacraments freely given, and the gospel seen, heard, and 

experienced, we are celebrating the miracle of Easter. We celebrate 

Easter in our daily lives, as well, every time we give praise to God by 

serving God and our neighbors. Our lives become alleluias. 

 

Adolescence is a time of testing and pushing boundaries just as we did 

a “million” years ago (or a the very least Mr. Craig did!). Our 

confirmands may be questioning belief in the resurrection of Jesus 

Christ. "Is that really possible?" they sometimes wonder. "Is it 

something I have to believe?" These questions—and the other tough 

questions our LOL class sends to me as instructor and to their parents 

are healthy for growing and deepening faith. Adolescents may be 

particularly open to hearing the story of Jesus' death and resurrection as 

a way that God is countercultural and revolutionary, taking the world's 

expectations and turning them upside down. God doesn't conform to 

human expectations of the "possible"—and that is truly good news for 

us. 
 

Together in our Lord’s Loving Peace,  

Mr. Craig 
 



In the Cross 
 

I received this chain story from a friend, 12 years my junior, this week. 

I wish to share not only the story with you, but my replay, as well: 

I Talked with a Man Today 

“I talked with a man today, an 80+ year old man.  I asked him if there 

was anything I could get him while this Coronavirus scare is gripping 

America. 

  He simply smiled, looked away and said: 

  "Let me tell you what I need!  I need to believe, at some point, this 

country my generation fought for... I need to believe this nation we 

handed, safely, to our children and their children... 

 I need to know this generation will quit being a bunch of sissies...that 

they respect what they've been given...that they've earned what others 

sacrificed for." 

 I wasn't sure where the conversation was going or if it was going 

anywhere at all.  So, I sat there, quietly observing.   

 "You know, I was a little boy during WWII.  Those were scary days.   

We didn't know if we were going to be speaking English, German or 

Japanese at the end of the war.  There was no certainty, no guarantees 

like Americans enjoy today.   

And no one home went without sacrifice or loss.  Every house, up and 

down every street, had someone in harm's way.  Maybe their Daddy 

was a soldier, maybe their son was a sailor, maybe it was an uncle.  

Sometimes it was the whole damn family...fathers, sons, uncles... 

Having someone, you love, sent off to war...it wasn't less frightening 

than it is today.  It was scary as Hell.  If anything, it was more 

frightening.  We didn't have battle front news.  We didn't have email or 

cellphones.  You sent them away and you hoped...you prayed.  You 

may not hear from them for months, if ever.  Sometimes a mother was 

getting her son's letters the same day Dad was comforting her over 

their child's death. 

  And we sacrificed.  You couldn't buy things.  Everything was 

rationed.  You were only allowed so much milk per month, only so 

much bread, toilet paper.  EVERYTHING was restricted for the war 

effort.  And what you weren't using, what you didn't need, things you 

threw away, they were saved and sorted for the war effort.  My 

generation was the original recycling movement in America. 

 And we had viruses back then...serious viruses.  Things like polio, 

measles, and such.  It was nothing to walk to school and pass a house 

or two that was quarantined.  We didn't shut down our schools.  We 

didn't shut down our cities.  We carried on, without masks, without 

hand sanitizer.  And do you know what?  We persevered.  We 

overcame.  We didn't attack our President, we came together.  We 

rallied around the flag for the war.  Thick or thin, we were in it to win.  

And we would lose more boys in an hour of combat than we lose in 

entire wars today." 

 He slowly looked away again.  Maybe I saw a small tear in the corner 

of his eye.  Then he continued: 

  "Today's kids don't know sacrifice. They think a sacrifice is not 

having coverage on their phone while they freely drive across the 

country.  Today's kids are selfish and spoiled.  In my generation, we 

looked out for our elders.  We helped out with single moms whose 

husbands were either at war or dead from war.  Today's kids rush to 

the store, buying everything they can...no concern for anyone but 

themselves 

It's shameful the way Americans behave these days.  None of them 

deserve the sacrifices their granddads made.  

 So, no I don't need anything.  I appreciate your offer but, I know I've 

been through worse things than this virus.  But maybe I should be 

asking you, what can I do to help you?  Do you have enough pop to 

get through this, enough steak?  Will you be able to survive with 113 

channels on your tv?" 

 I smiled, fighting back a tear of my own...now humbled by a man in 

his 80's.  All I could do was thank him for the history lesson, leave my 

number for emergency and leave with my ego firmly tucked in my 

rear. 



 I talked to a man today.  A real man.  An American man from an era 

long gone and forgotten.  We will never understand the sacrifices.  We 

will never fully earn their sacrifices.  But we should work harder to 

learn about them…to learn from them...to respect them.” 

 

My Reply to My Friend: 

Jennie, Shirley and I are old enough to remember the hardships the old 

man discussed, and times WERE tough, and the country DID pull 

together, and we got through it! 

Fortunately, I am seeing the same kinds of “pulling together” and 

helping others in this current crisis:  

▪ when I hear from our daughter, or others at St 

Luke’s in Flint, how that community’s people 

and businesses have stepped up to help the 

needy during this time 

▪ when a team at, Lord of Life, pulled together to 

get a Lord of Life video out last Sunday (we 

will continue to try to expand and improve it 

each week) 

 

▪ or when Ford’s President announced on TV this 

morning that it will start producing ventillators 

by May 1, like it built (construction started 

April 18, 1941) a plant on a field in Ypsi, 

complete with housing for workers-because tire 

rubber and gasoline were rationed; and started 

producing bombers in the final weeks of 1942; 

production increased from 56 in December, 

1942, to the rate of 1/hr, by mid-1944. 

▪ or the way 3M is going to be making millions 

more masks in 30 days or so, according to the 

CEO 

▪ or ladies in the Women’s Program at St Luke’s 

are now making protective air masks for sale to 

the public 

 

As a last note, you know I’ve been in classrooms of Middle 

and High School kids for 21 years, now, and frankly-as goofy 

as the kids can be, they are no more irresponsible than we were 

at that age. In addition, when I was young, Mission Trips were 

for adults only; I have led 3 different trips in the past 6 years, 

including both adults and kids, who put themselves out there to 

help others. We also see Teen-angers volunteering at St Luke’s 

in Flint and at Bountiful Harvest food pantry in Brighton 

 

So, I am probably more optimistic than the old fellow in the story, 

when it comes to pulling together. I hope that sharing this optimism 

with you helps brighten your day during this difficult time. 

Blessings, 

Glenn 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    God’s ways are not always our ways, 

    but they are always best.  Therefore,  

    we pray, “Your will be done.” 
 

    Jesus prayed, “Father, if You are willing, 

    take this cup from Me; yet not My will, 

    but Yours be done” (Luke 22:42). 

 

 


