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“God’s Work. Our Hands.” 
 

You are invited to worship with us! 
9:30 am YouTube “Lord of Life Weekly Inspiration” 

11:00 am “in Person” worship with Holy Communion 
12:00 – 12:30 pm Drive thru Holy Communion  

 
Rev. Dale E. Hedblad, M.Div., Board Certified Chaplain 

Sheila Andring – Communications Coordinator 
Labor of Love Daycare – Patti Fabisiack, Director 

 
 

Contact us: 
810-227-3113 or lordoflifeelca@gmail.com 

 

Visit us on the web: 
www.LordofLifeELCA.com 

 

 

Follow us on Face book:          
Lord of Life Lutheran Church, Brighton, MI   

Lord of Life  
Lutheran Church 

 

 
 

 

Messages for September 2020: 
 

September 6, 2020 (Matthew 18:15-20) Jesus offers practical advice 

to his disciples on how individuals—and the church as a whole—

should go about restoring relationships when one member has sinned 

against another 

 

September 13, 2020 (Matthew 18:21-25) When Peter asks about the 

limits of forgiveness, Jesus responds with a parable that suggests 

human forgiveness should mirror the unlimited mercy of God. 

 

September 20, 2020 (Matthew 20:1-6) Jesus tells a parable about 

God’s generosity, challenging the common assumption that God 

rewards people according to what they have earned or deserve. 

 

September 27, 2020 (Matthew 21:23-32) After driving the 

moneychangers out of the temple (21:12), Jesus begins teaching there. 

His authority is questioned by the religious leaders, who are supposed 

to be in charge of the temple. 

 

Making Christ Known 

http://www.lordoflifeelca.com/


 

 

 
 

 

 

September Message from the Pastor 
 

“What was lost has now been found” (Luke 15:32). 

 

Jesus’ parable of the lost sheep is a life lesson that resonates with each of us.   In this 

parable from Luke’s Gospel, Jesus tells the story of a sheep that has left the fold.  

The shepherd notices that the sheep is missing and searches diligently until he is 

found.  Jesus is our good shepherd who continues to search for us, unrelenting until 

we are found.  Sometimes this search may take years, even an entire lifetime.   
 

I remember a time in my life, forty years ago, when I felt “lost.”  Oh, I was 

physically present at work and at home, but I had fallen out of my weekly routine of 

worshipping God.  It didn’t take long before the Good Shepherd’s voice within me 

grew faint and I could no longer hear it.  Like a ship lost at sea, my life was adrift 

without a spiritual anchor.  My directional “moral compass” was losing power.  Like 

the lost sheep, the Good Shepherd found and rescued me and set the course for my 

life ever since.  Everyone’s autobiography is a life story and journey of faith that 

contains a “lost and found” chapter.  The church is the place where these life 

chapters are written, because the House of God is the home we all long for. 
 

Sunday, September 13 is Rally Day at Lord of Life.  Rally day is “welcome home 

day” here, and at churches around the world.  This year, we actually look forward to 

our extended summer vacation drawing to a close, hoping things will finally get back 

to normal in our world. Our time away has been difficult for us as adults to 

understand but even more difficult to try to explain these reasons to our children.  I 

am sure we all feel our Lord “tugging at our heart,” calling us back to church and 

worship.  Now it is time to treat ourselves to God’s gifts of restoration and renewal.  

However, I want you all to return at your own pace and comfort level. 

 

We have 3 options of worship available to all.  1.) Worship Sunday mornings at 9:30 

on YouTube at Lord of Life Weekly Inspirations, and join us for Drive Thru Holy 

Communion from 12-12:30.  2.) Join us "In Person" @ 11:00a.m. for an 

abbreviated worship lasting 35 minutes which includes Holy Communion.  A  mask 

is required and social distancing is practiced.  3.) Join us at 11:00a.m. Listen to 

the sermon in your car on FM 99.3.  The service broadcast will cover all 4 acres of 

our church property.  Holy Communion will be served afterward. 

 

Our worship and music team will not be participating in worship until this Covid-19 

virus is over, due to suggested constraints from our Centers for Disease Control 

(CDC).  Instead, we will have music played through our sound system.   

 

God Bless you all, 

 

Pastor Dale+ 

 



About Lord of Life Lutheran Church 
 

“God’s work. Our Hands.” 
 

Welcome to Lord of Life – Pastor Dale Hedblad leads our 
worship each Sunday.  Our worship is hands-free (no book).  
Just follow the Power Point liturgy on the big screen.   
 
Our Church – Lord of Life Lutheran Church is a member of the 
Southeast Michigan Synod branch of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America.  The ELCA is the largest Lutheran Church 
body, consisting of 4.6 million members worldwide.  Lord of Life 
was established as a mission development on May 21, 1972.  
Our current pastor, Dale Hedblad, has a Master of Divinity 
Degree from Trinity Lutheran Seminary in Columbus, Oh. He is 
one of two specialized ministers in the Southeast Michigan 
Synod.  Pastor Hedblad is also a Board Certified Chaplain and 
is on-call at St. Joseph Mercy Hospital in Ann Arbor.  If you 
would like to learn more about Pastor Hedblad, there is a brief 
biography under the picture of Pastor Dale and his wife, 
Colleen, as you exit the sanctuary.  Currently, Lord of Life 
consists of 615 members.  Lord of Life is active in the Brighton 
Community with several ministries including:  Vacation Bible 
School, Love INC., Gleaners Food Bank, Crop Walk, Habitat for 
Humanity, Juvenile Diabetes Research, Fish & Loaves, Red 
Cross Blood Drives, Kids Against Hunger, Bountiful Harvest 
Food Pantry and our annual Christmas “Adopt-A-Family” giving 
tree. 
 
Lord of Life is always open to joining or initiating new ministries 
that are consistent with our mission statement and our core 
values:   
 

“God’s Work. Our Hands.” 
 

 Compassion 

 Discipleship 

 Hospitality 

 Commitment to excellence 

The Exalted State of Servanthood 
 

 Martin Luther, the author of the Reformation which we celebrate 

the end of October, wrote, “A Christian is a perfectly free lord of all, 

subject to none.  A Christian is a perfectly dutiful servant of all, subject to 

all.”  Perhaps those two sentences appear at first to be contradictory.  

What Luther was trying to help us understand is that we, as Christians, 

are called to freedom from an obligation to serve, but that we are called to 

the freedom to serve joyfully. 

 

 This call to joyful servanthood is understood and often scoffed at, 

simply because we have confused servanthood with servitude.  Servitude 

conveys the idea of bondage and even slavery.  Servanthood, on the other 

hand, connotes voluntary service, joyful giving of ourselves, a willing 

choice to help others, and selfless commitment. 

  

One who is involved in servitude serves unwillingly out of a sense 

of fear and has no hope of entering into a different state, while one 

involved in servanthood lives in an exalted state, a healthy and uplifting 

climate of helping others.  Even though challenges must be overcome and 

problems may abound, the joy of servanthood is the overriding 

experience. 

 

 How do we get from a state of servitude to a state of servanthood?  

This transition is made when we properly understand the Word of God 

which clearly defines servanthood by explaining Christ’s purpose in 

coming to Earth: “ . . . the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to 

serve, and to give His life as a ransom for many” (Matthew 20:28).  Jesus 

has lived the perfect life of the servant in our places, so we no longer are 

constrained to try to “measure up” to what God expects.  The Law never 

saves, never enables us, only shows us our shortcomings. 

 

 When we look at Christ, though, and how He lived His earthly life 

and what He has done for us, we are freed to respond with heartfelt, 

sincere, loving service to those He has placed around us.  The acts of 

service we render are the same; the motivation and attitude are what make 

the difference.  Through Christ, we are elevated to the exalted state of 

servanthood. 
 

Ronald J. Chewning 

12 Months of Congregational Stewardship 



SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAY’S 
01 – Charlene Bargert & Christine Hubbell 

02 – Lisa Ryan & Teresa Snider 

03 – Kathleen Johnson & Linda Everson 

05 – Mark Hawley & Michael Hartman 

07 – Ramona Augustine, Jasmine Allen 

8 – Gavin Lamoreaux 

11 – John Davis 

13 – Hugh McCurren 

17 – Christopher Burgess, Dennis Farmer 

18 – Karen Janer-Hanson, Amy Restrepo 

19 – Kalie Burdick & Keri King 

21 – Philip Hanson 

22 – Lynn Burgess & 

Jean Woycik 

23 – Donna Hawley, Amber Farmer 

24 – Callie Olsen 

25 – Fred Terrell, Linda Harrison 

29 – Linnea Hahne 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 
Have a wonderful anniversary! 

 

6 - Glenn & Shirley Kelly 

11 – Eric & Dana Hahne 

15 – Greg & Linda Everson 

16 – Jim & Linda Rowell 

27 – Rob & Danielle Losert 

28 – William & Amy Restrepo 

GIVE PLUS+ 

An Alternative Way of Giving 

Many of you have expressed preferences for giving 

electronically, using a smartphone app, a computer or tablet. 

Lord of Life offers this option, now we want to reintroduce this 

giving option to everyone.  

Here are a few benefits for GIVE PLUS+:  

 eGiving is convenient and helps support your church 

 eGiving allows you to keep intentions to give even when not 

at church.  

 eGiving helps Lord of Life receive consistent income 

It’s Easy…..download the GivePlus app through the Apple’s app 

store and Goolge’s play store. ...yes, it’s free to download and 

you are not charged a fee to make donations using this app. 

When you download the GivePlus app for the first time, you 
will be prompted to enter the name of your church. Type in 
Lord of Life and select it when it appears. Or, use the Find 
Churches Near me feature. After you select Lord of Life, it 

automatically becomes your “home” church. The next time you 
open the app, Lord of Life will already be displayed. 

 

GivePlus donations can be made with all major 
credit and debit cards. 

 
When completing a donation, you will receive  

a receipt via email. 
 

If you have any questions, please contact Glenn Kelly or Colleen Hedblad. 

 



2021 ELCA Youth Gathering Update 

 

After much prayer and consideration, the ELCA has decided to 

postpone next summer’s ELCA Youth Gathering to 2022  

due to the COVID -19 pandemic.  

 

The 2022 ELCA Youth Gathering will be held  

July 24-28, 2022 in Minneapolis.  

 

We look forward to seeing and experiencing the  

boundlessness of God in 2022! 

 
 

 

 
If you shop on Amazon, consider switching to AmazonSmile. For 

eligible purchases at AmazonSmile, they donate 0.5% of the purchase 

price to the customer's selected charitable organization. 

 

1. Sign in to smile.amazon.com. 

2. From your desktop, go to Your Account from the navigation at 

the top of any page, and then in the Other Programs box select the 

option to Change your Charity. Or, from your mobile browser, 

select Change your Charity from the options at the bottom of the 

page. 

3. Select a new charitable organization to support. Search for Lord of 

Life Brighton and Select. 

Martin Luther’s  

500-year-old advice 

remains true today. 

When Martin Luther was dealing with 

The Black Death plague, he wrote 

these wise words that can help inform 

the way we approach things happening 

in our world right now...  

“I shall ask God mercifully to protect us. Then I shall fumigate, help 

purify the air, administer medicine, and take it. I shall avoid places and 

persons where my presence is not needed in order not to become 

contaminated and thus perchance inflict and pollute others and so 

cause their death as a result of my negligence. If God should wish to 

take me, he will surely find me and I have done what he has expected 

of me and so I am not responsible for either my own death or the death 

of others. If my neighbor needs me however I shall not avoid place or 

person but will go freely as stated above. See this is such a God-

fearing faith because it is neither brash nor foolhardy and does not 

tempt God." 

Luther's Works Volume 43 pg 132 the letter "Whether one may flee from a Deadly Plague" 

written to Rev. Dr. John Hess 

 

 

 

 

 
 

   THE BEST PREPARATION FOR 

   TOMORROW IS TO WORK 

   SMART AND HARD TODAY. 

 

 

   “Commit to the Lord whatever you  

   do, and your plans will succeed” 

   (Proverbs 16:3).  

 

http://smile.amazon.com/


What a Year to Get Confirmed! 
 

In our confirmation classes I get to know and enjoy our kids really 

well during our two-year program. Last September we started with six 

new students and six continuing students who were confirmed 

recently. The year started very well and, frankly, ended up as a class 

that I felt more empathy for than normal. We hit the brick wall in 

March when our church building was closed to worship and classes. I 

must say our confirmands were troopers when it came to their senior 

citizen instructor teaching via zoom. Their patience with me was a true 

blessing and truly endeared the class to me. These poor kids did not 

even get to partake in the final exam slash donut eating contest. 

 

The real dilemma came when we tried to plan a socially distanced and 

masked confirmation worship service. We encountered on again off 

again plans disrupted by the government edicts on gathering.  Our 

Lord of Life church building did not have public worship services until 

August 2
nd

 based on a last-minute change in the law for gathering of 

ten or more people in worship settings. I truly apologize for all the 

confusion in working through the individual on again off again 

ceremonies. The bottom line is that since I began teaching Christian 

education to teens in 1975 this will go down as one of the most 

memorable years.  

 

So, Kathy and I send our heartfelt congratulations to Jacob, Brie, 

Louis, Linnea, Ellie and Gavin. These wonderful young adults have 

constantly remained in our prayers during the past two years and now 

as they continue their faith journey as confirmed Lutherans.  

 

Prayer for all of our Covid 19 Confirmands 
 

Lord God of our ancestors, 

we thank you for what you 

have done and will continue 

to do with our Lord of Life 

daughters and sons. Walk 

with them in life and keep 

temptation from obstructing their path. You see all; you know where 

the water is deep. Keep them from danger. Order their steps and guide 

their feet while they run the race of faith. May the good work that you 

have begun in them be brought to completion at the day of Jesus 

Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen. 

 

Lord’s Loving peace, 

Craig and Kathy 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Baby-Child Blanket Drive 2020 
 

Once again, let's turn our blankets into an armor of love, comfort and 

healing for the huggable, loveable, sick children in the hospital. Please 

consider donating a new or hand-made, washable blanket of any size. 

Blankets, hats and booties for babies and children will be distributed to the 

patients of Children's Hospital of Michigan, DMC. Last year, over 700 

blankets were given to the patients at DMC. 

 

Please drop off your blankets, hats or booties at Lord of Life by  

October 18th. 

 

Thanks. 


