Lord of Life
Lutheran Church
5051 Pleasant Valley Road
Brighton, MI 48114

Lord of Life
Lutheran Church

“God’s Work. Our Hands.”
You are invited to worship with us!
9:30 am YouTube “Lord of Life Weekly Inspiration”
11:00 am “In Person” worship with Holy Communion
12:00 – 12:30 pm Drive thru Holy Communion
Rev. Dale E. Hedblad, M.Div., Board Certified Chaplain
Sheila Andring – Communications Coordinator
Labor of Love Daycare – Patti Fabisiack, Director

Contact us:
810-227-3113 or lordoflifeelca@gmail.com

Visit us on the web:
www.LordofLifeELCA.com

Follow us on Face book:
Lord of Life Lutheran Church, Brighton, MI

Messages for November 2020:
November 1, 2020 (Matthew 5:1-12) In the Beatitudes, Jesus provides
a unique description of those who are blessed with God’s favor. His
teaching is surprising and shocking to those who seek wealth, fame, and
control over others.
November 8, 2020 (Matthew 25:1-13) Jesus tells a parable about his
own second coming, emphasizing the need for readiness at all times.
November 15, 2020 (Matthew 25:14-30) Jesus tells a parable about his
second coming, indicating that it is not sufficient merely to maintain
things as they are. Those who await his return should make good use of
the gifts that God has provided them.
November 22, 2020 Thankful Sunday (Luke 17:11-19) A Samaritan
leper becomes a model for thanksgiving. He does not take for granted
the kindness shown to him but takes time to thank Jesus and to glorify
God.

Making Christ Known

November Message from the Pastor
“Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not yet seen.”

(Hebrews 11:1)
Greetings in Christ! This month we celebrate Thanksgiving, a day we set aside to
give God thanks for our many blessings. Thanksgiving Day is a day of reflection,
family gatherings, food and fellowship. Thanksgiving in America began back in
1620, when a group of brave men and women ventured across the Atlantic Ocean in
search of a better life. The voyage to America took two months and many people
died while making the trip, or shortly after their arrival due to harsher than expected
conditions. These pilgrims learned many lessons in their first year in America,
including how to adapt to their new environment, trusting the Indian population and
most importantly, they learned to trust in God to provide.
Our faith in God is tested and strengthened throughout our lives. It is often said in
theology that life is a journey of faith that we take alone, even though we are in the
midst of company. Each decision that we make continues to shape our character and
our life. The pilgrims took great risks in order to have a better quality of life. It
wasn’t easy but I bet that if we could talk to any of them today, they would insist it
was all worth it.
Today, we continue to struggle with our worries and concerns regarding COVID-19.
Daily we wear a mask, practice social distancing and wash our hands often. Each day
we pray to Almighty God for a cure in the form of a vaccine and an end to our
suffering. Perhaps we can find comfort and wisdom in the words of St. Paul when he
writes during his own time of suffering, “I rejoice in my sufferings, knowing that
suffering leads to perseverance, and perseverance leads to character; character leads
to hope and hope does not disappoint (Romans 5:3).
In the month of November God’s Word speaks to us about the realities of life’s
limits and endings. As the days grow shorter due to the change from daylight
savings time to standard time, we feel the darkness of November, nature’s own
witness and reminder of our mortality. We gather to celebrate All Saints Day (11-1)
and Thanksgiving Day (11-26), aware of our losses and of the absence of those who
have died. Our Scripture texts for this month speak of God’s faithful, abiding
presence and promise of new life that is ours if we remain faithful.
Here at Lord of Life we have a lot to be thankful for: faithful people, generous
hearts, helping hands, and kind souls. Like others who have gone before us, God is
encouraging us to keep the faith. I am thankful for each of you and I am honored to
be your pastor.
Serving With You,

Pastor Dale+

About Lord of Life Lutheran Church
“God’s work. Our Hands.”
Welcome to Lord of Life – Pastor Dale Hedblad leads our
worship each Sunday. Our worship is hands-free (no book). Just
follow the Power Point liturgy on the big screen.
Our Church – Lord of Life Lutheran Church is a member of the
Southeast Michigan Synod branch of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America. The ELCA is the largest Lutheran Church
body, consisting of 4.6 million members worldwide. Lord of Life
was established as a mission development on May 21, 1972. Our
current pastor, Dale Hedblad, has a Master of Divinity Degree
from Trinity Lutheran Seminary in Columbus, Oh. He is one of
two specialized ministers in the Southeast Michigan Synod.
Pastor Hedblad is also a Board Certified Chaplain and is on-call
at St. Joseph Mercy Hospital in Ann Arbor. If you would like to
learn more about Pastor Hedblad, there is a brief biography under
the picture of Pastor Dale and his wife, Colleen, as you exit the
sanctuary. Currently, Lord of Life consists of 615 members. Lord
of Life is active in the Brighton Community with several ministries
including: Vacation Bible School, Love INC., Gleaners Food
Bank, Crop Walk, Habitat for Humanity, Juvenile Diabetes
Research, Fish & Loaves, Red Cross Blood Drives, Kids Against
Hunger, Bountiful Harvest Food Pantry and our annual Christmas
“Adopt-A-Family” giving tree.

Kroger Community Rewards Program
Dear LORD OF LIFE LUTHERAN CHURCH,
The Kroger Family of Stores is committed to bringing hope and help
to local communities. We do this through a variety of activities,
including charitable giving, sponsorships and the unique
Community Rewards Program of Kroger. We are also committed to
carefully protecting our customers' personal information. In order to
meet their expectation of privacy, we have adopted a simple policy
to never share a customer's personal information. Our privacy policy
applies to Community Rewards participation as well. As your
neighborhood food retailer, we deeply value our ability to support
local organizations like yours.

To enroll your card simply go to
www.krogercommunityrewards.com

Lord of Life is always open to joining or initiating new ministries
that are consistent with our mission statement and our core
values:

•
•

“God’s Work. Our Hands.”

•
•

•
•
•
•

Compassion
Discipleship
Hospitality
Commitment to excellence

•
•

Click on “sign-in”
Put in your email address and password used
when you enrolled your card.
Click enroll now.
Choose the group number for Lord of Life #
83096
Choose the organization
Click enroll.

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAY’S

GIVE PLUS+

03 – Aaron Andring
05 – Tom Zizka & Deborah Winslow
15 – Curtis Verbison
16 – Dan Hedblad & Gene Monacelli
18 – Jim Rowell
19 – Jakob Olechiw
21 – Shannon Marquaratt
22 – Megan Wedell, Cody Andring, Jessica Stitt
23 – Joseph Bargert
24 – Chris Elsey
25 – Mason Verbison
26 - Steve Billings
28 – Daniel Garcia
29 – Matthew Harper
30 – Austin Andring & Ava York

An Alternative Way of Giving
Many of you have expressed preferences for giving
electronically, using a smartphone app, a computer or tablet.
Lord of Life offers this option, now we want to reintroduce this
giving option to everyone.
Here are a few benefits for GIVE PLUS+:
• eGiving is convenient and helps support your church
• eGiving allows you to keep intentions to give even when not
at church.
• eGiving helps Lord of Life receive consistent income
It’s Easy…..download the GivePlus app through the Apple’s app
store and Goolge’s play store. ...yes, it’s free to download and
you are not charged a fee to make donations using this app.

NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES
Have a wonderful anniversary!
25 – Tim & Karen Dei
26 – Gene & Penny Monacelli

When you download the GivePlus app for the first time, you
will be prompted to enter the name of your church. Type in
Lord of Life and select it when it appears. Or, use the Find
Churches Near me feature. After you select Lord of Life, it
automatically becomes your “home” church. The next time you
open the app, Lord of Life will already be displayed.

GivePlus donations can be made with all major
credit and debit cards.
When completing a donation, you will receive
a receipt via email.
If you have any questions, please contact Glenn Kelly or Colleen Hedblad.

LOLYO News
Thank you so much to everyone who
helped make our 1st ever Pumpkin
Run/Walk a success. Because gracious
donations we were able to raise a little over $1000 that will help send
our youth to the ELCA youth gathering next year or help us send the
kids on other mission trips. While it was sad that we could not have
our Chili cookoff this year it was great to be able to get out and
walk/run and still help support our youth. We hope to turn this into an
annual event be able to walk/run together as a group.
Even though this year might look slightly different then past years we
are still doing our best to safely get together and have some fun. Here
is a tentative schedule of events and some pictures so far.

October:

Corn Maze
10/30 or 11/1 at Spicer’s Corn Maze

November:

Make Advent in a Box Packages for LOL
11/15/20, Following Service, 12:15pm at Church

December:

Pizza and Christmas Cookie Decorating
12/13/20, Following Service, 12:15pm at Church

Baby Blanket Drive 2020
Thank you for donating 33 blankets for the babies
and children at Children’s Hospital of Michigan –
DMC.
We are thankful for the hand-made and new
blankets that was donated by our Lord of Life family.
They have received over 1,100 blankets this year to
be distributed!
Thank you for your generosity!

COLORADO WILDFIRES
Due to the recent wildfires across Colorado, the Rist Canyon
Volunteer Fire Department is in dire need of financial assistance. The
fire department has a goal of $ 80,670 and have raised $ 50,000 so far.
Mark McCracken (son of Chuck and Gloria) is a member of the Rist
Canyon Fire Department and has been working very hard during the
wildfires.
If you would like to donate to this cause, the fire department is a
501(c)(3) and the donation can be deducted for tax purposes.
Use this website to donate:
Thanks

https://rcvfd.org/donate

Worship Options
We have 3 options of worship available to all.
1.) Worship Sunday mornings at 9:30 on YouTube at Lord of Life
Weekly Inspirations, and join us for Drive Thru Holy Communion
from 12-12:30.
2.) Join us "In Person" @ 11:00a.m. for an abbreviated worship
lasting 35 minutes which includes Holy Communion. A mask is
required and social distancing is practiced.
3.) Join us at 11:00a.m. Listen to the sermon in your car on FM
99.3. The service broadcast will cover all 4 acres of our church
property. Holy Communion will be served afterward.

If you shop on Amazon, consider switching to AmazonSmile. For
eligible purchases at AmazonSmile, they donate 0.5% of the purchase
price to the customer's selected charitable organization.

Or, use this Gleaners link
https://gleanersfooddrive.org/event/donate-lord-of-life/

1. Sign in to smile.amazon.com.
2. From your desktop, go to Your Account from the navigation at
the top of any page, and then in the Other Programs box select the
option to Change your Charity. Or, from your mobile browser,
select Change your Charity from the options at the bottom of the
page.
3. Select a new charitable organization to support. Search for Lord of
Life Brighton and Select.

What a Sunday it was to see our very own
Louis Frederick receive his God and
Church award twice. At our morning
worship service, we had the pleasure of
awarding Louis the badge and the patch
presented by his parents. Later that afternoon
we attended an outdoor Scout Court of Honor.
The God and Church curriculum is designed to lead youth on a three-part faith
journey. The Curriculum Goals are: *To strengthen young people’s
relationship with Christ, *To challenge young people to learn about and
participate in the worship and ministry of the church, *To have young people
make a plan for daily Bible reading and memorize a creed or statement of
belief or passage of scripture, and *To provide the opportunity for young
people to experience the joy of serving others.
The three parts of the close-to-a-year faith journey for Louis were: Meeting
Jesus, Worshiping God, and Witnessing and ministering for Christ .
Louis created a photo album to share what he has learned on his faith journeys.
Louis was provided the opportunity and background to work with Pastor Dale
and me exploring the church's structures and objectives and participate in
service projects that gave him a better understanding of the mission of the
Lutheran church. Louis participated in youth Sunday by giving a sermon, has
participated in our mission trips and is active in our LOLYO youth group.
Next week our confirmation class will study the Lutheran theology of Law and
Gospel plus Saint and Sinner. As we were listening to the scout oath, “On my
honor I will do my duty to God and to my country . . . And later the Scout
Law: “A scout is trustworthy, loyal, helpful, friendly, courteous, kind,
obedient cheerful, thrifty, brave, clean and reverent. All this made me
think, “hey Craig this is a teaching moment”.
Having just finished four Confirmation class sections on the ten
commandments I was thinking about how much our teens and even we oldsters
can be overwhelmed by trying to please God by following all His numerous
laws. Jesus knew this when he dealt with the Pharisees on such matters as
healing on the Sabbath.

An old
Lutheran
line says,
"The law
shows us our
sin. The
gospel shows
us our
Savior."

Being a sinner means that we often are tempted to play God
in how we live and in how we deal with other people. We
judge others. We look upon them with envy. We neglect
the needs of those who are poor because we are more
concerned with ourselves and our needs. We cannot escape
this innate nature. It's necessary for us to recognize our
sinfulness in order to see our need for Christ and His saving
act of dying on the cross for us. That is one of the main
purposes or "uses" of God's law.

An old Lutheran line says, "The law shows us our sin. The gospel shows us
our Savior." If we do not see and believe that we fall short of God's vision for
us and our world, then we won't see a need for salvation. At the same time, if
we see only the ways we fall short, and not God's promise of redemption, we
may find ourselves keeping score in an attempt to measure our worthiness. We
will spend our spiritual energy striving to work our way to God, trying to be
good or at least better than our neighbor.
The Gospel assures us that we are already welcomed into the communion of
saints, we don't need to scramble to earn God's favor in spite of our flaws.
Instead, we can find energy in God's love to try again and again, with our hearts
focused on the well-being of ourselves, our communities, and the whole
creation. When salvation is a given, we can engage our lives with generosity
and hope in spite of, and even because of, our apparent failings. The fact that
we are each both sinner and saint could lead us to develop an identity crisis as
we engage in a daily tug-of-war within ourselves. But a sinner who recognizes
his or her need for Christ and the saint who lives in faith in the promises of
God is living a balanced human life. Each of us is 100 percent sinner and 100
percent saint. We are saint and sinner at the same time—simul iustus et
peccator.
Romans 3:23–26 tells us that all of us saints have "fallen short" and are in
need of God's grace, which is given to us as a gift. There is nothing that we
can do to earn it. We can only receive this gift of God's love given for us.
"God died for us while we were still sinners" is the gospel: a powerful message
of love for all of humanity.

Mr. Craig

