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“God’s Work. Our Hands.” 
 

You are invited to worship with us! 
9:30 am YouTube “Lord of Life Weekly Inspiration” 

11:00 am “In Person” worship with Holy Communion 
12:00 – 12:30 pm Drive thru Holy Communion  

 
Rev. Dale E. Hedblad, M.Div., Board Certified Chaplain 

Sheila Andring – Communications Coordinator 
Labor of Love Daycare – Patti Fabisiack, Director 

 
 

Contact us: 
810-227-3113 or lordoflifeelca@gmail.com 

 

Visit us on the web: 
www.LordofLifeELCA.com 

 
 

Follow us on Face book:          
Lord of Life Lutheran Church, Brighton, MI   

Lord of Life  
Lutheran Church 

 

  
 

 

Messages for January 2021: 
 

January 3, 2021 (Matthew 2:1-12) God’s promise shines bright in the 

night as magi follow a star to honor a new king. Strangers from a faraway 

land, they welcome the long-awaited messiah of Israel. 

 

January 10, 2021 (Mark 1:4-11) Mark’s gospel reports the story of Jesus’ 

baptism with some irony: the one on whom the Spirit descends is himself 

the one who will baptize others with the Holy Spirit. 

 

January 17, 2021 (John 1:43-51) In John’s gospel, Jesus’ ministry begins 

with the call of disciples, who then bring others to Jesus. 

 

January 24, 2021 (Mark 1:14-20) Before Jesus calls his first disciples, he 

proclaims a message that becomes known as “the gospel” or good news 

from God. 

 

January 31, 2021 (Mark 1:21-28) Forces that would bring death and 

disease have taken hold of a man, yet they recognize Jesus and know what 

his power means for them. 

 

Making Christ Known 

http://www.lordoflifeelca.com/


LOLYO News 

 
I hope you all had a safe Christmas with your family and I look 

forward to what 2021 has in store for LOLYO.  At this time there are 

no upcoming events planned.  

 

Please look for an email and Facebook post in early January.  I want to 

wait and see what happens after the holidays before we decide how to 

proceed with events.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

If you shop on Amazon, consider switching to AmazonSmile. For 

eligible purchases at AmazonSmile, they donate 0.5% of the purchase 

price to the customer's selected charitable organization. 

 

1. Sign in to smile.amazon.com. 

 

2. From your desktop, go to Your Account from the navigation at 

the top of any page, and then in the Other Programs box select the 

option to Change your Charity. Or, from your mobile browser, 

select Change your Charity from the options at the bottom of the 

page. 

 

 

3. Select a new charitable organization to support. Search for Lord of 

Life Brighton and Select. 

January Message from the Pastor 
 

“Forgetting what is behind we press forward to what is ahead” (Phil. 3:13). 
 

It’s Over!!  Finally, 2020 is in our own personal “rear-view mirror.”  They say that 

Hindsight is 20-20, meaning that looking back, we can see what helped us succeed and/or 

what consequently, led to our failures.  We all had our share of hardship and change in 

2020.  Personally, I believe that this past year was the most challenging of my life.  Some 

good things occurred though, like our talented people consisting of Glenn, Craig, Dan, 

Teresa, Duane, Gina, Howard, Karen and Colleen figuring out how to publish Worship 

services on YouTube.  Additionally, Zoom Meetings have become a new addition to our 

life, our Board meetings are held via Zoom, our Adult Bible Study meets via Zoom, and 

the Confirmation class meets via Zoom when they can’t meet in person.  Finally, and most 

importantly, I believe that hope springs eternal now that 2 vaccines have been approved by 

the FDA and more are on the way to being approved for use soon.  God has heard our 

prayers and our loving, faithful God is answering our prayers. 
 

So… Happy New Year! What will 2021 bring? Truly, only God knows. I pray that it brings 

an end to this Pandemic here in America and all over the world. God is faithful.  

Throughout the Bible we read stories of God’s faithfulness in leading people out of 

difficulties.  I know that the Lord will see us through.  But what will we be like when this 

is over? 
 

Life itself is a blessing from almighty God. Each of us is granted a God given “freedom of 

will,” which means we have the power within each of us to choose how we will live out 

our lives. As Christians we are encouraged to live a life of repentance which is an ongoing 

process of introspection that enables each of us to change for the better.  
 

Life is filled with many “sign posts.” These “signposts” serve as rites of passage or times 

of transition. Sign posts include: birthdays, 1st day of school or 1st day on a job, graduations, 

weddings, funerals, holidays, and perhaps most poignant of all, New Year’s Day.  
 

What will the New Year bring? What would you like it to bring? What would you like to 

do in 2021? Are there things you would like to change? The New Year is a time of 

resolutions to do something, change something or to make a greater commitment to 

something we are already doing.  
 

Whether you believe in resolutions or not I encourage you to spend some time in thought 

and prayer with regard to your life. If there are things you would like to change, ask God 

for wisdom and strength to do just that. It may help to picture your life as a pie cut into 4 

pieces: (1) your relationship with God through prayer and worship (2) your family life (3) 

your work life (4) your social life. Are you experiencing growth and fulfillment in each of 

these areas? If not, now may be the time to seek change. 
 

May 2021 be filled with God’s priceless blessings of health, peace, love and joy. In this 

New Year may you feel God’s leading, guiding hand upon you and witness a spiritual 

growth and connection to God that will inspire you to greatness.  
 

Growing with you,  

Pastor Dale + 

 

http://smile.amazon.com/


About Lord of Life Lutheran Church 
“God’s work. Our Hands.” 

 
Welcome to Lord of Life – Pastor Dale Hedblad leads our 
worship each Sunday.  Our worship is hands-free (no book).  Just 
follow the Power Point liturgy on the big screen.   
 
Our Church – Lord of Life Lutheran Church is a member of the 
Southeast Michigan Synod branch of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America.  The ELCA is the largest Lutheran Church 
body, consisting of 4.6 million members worldwide.  Lord of Life 
was established as a mission development on May 21, 1972.  Our 
current pastor, Dale Hedblad, has a Master of Divinity Degree 
from Trinity Lutheran Seminary in Columbus, Oh. He is one of 
two specialized ministers in the Southeast Michigan Synod.  
Pastor Hedblad is also a Board Certified Chaplain and is on-call 
at St. Joseph Mercy Hospital in Ann Arbor.  If you would like to 
learn more about Pastor Hedblad, there is a brief biography under 
the picture of Pastor Dale and his wife, Colleen, as you exit the 
sanctuary.  Currently, Lord of Life consists of 615 members.  Lord 
of Life is active in the Brighton Community with several ministries 
including:  Vacation Bible School, Love INC., Gleaners Food 
Bank, Crop Walk, Habitat for Humanity, Juvenile Diabetes 
Research, Fish & Loaves, Red Cross Blood Drives, Kids Against 
Hunger, Bountiful Harvest Food Pantry and our annual Christmas 
“Adopt-A-Family” giving tree. 
 
Lord of Life is always open to joining or initiating new ministries 
that are consistent with our mission statement and our core 
values:   
 

“God’s Work. Our Hands.” 
 

• Compassion 

• Discipleship 

• Hospitality 

• Commitment to excellence 
 

 

GIVE PLUS+ 

An Alternative Way of Giving 

Many of you have expressed preferences for giving 

electronically, using a smartphone app, a computer or tablet. 

Lord of Life offers this option, now we want to reintroduce this 

giving option to everyone.  

Here are a few benefits for GIVE PLUS+:  

• eGiving is convenient and helps support your church 

• eGiving allows you to keep intentions to give even when not 

at church.  

• eGiving helps Lord of Life receive consistent income 

It’s Easy…..download the GivePlus app through the Apple’s app 

store and Goolge’s play store. ...yes, it’s free to download and 

you are not charged a fee to make donations using this app. 

When you download the GivePlus app for the first time, you 
will be prompted to enter the name of your church. Type in 
Lord of Life and select it when it appears. Or, use the Find 
Churches Near me feature. After you select Lord of Life, it 

automatically becomes your “home” church. The next time you 
open the app, Lord of Life will already be displayed. 

 

GivePlus donations can be made with all major 
credit and debit cards. 

 
When completing a donation, you will receive  

a receipt via email. 
 

If you have any questions, please contact Glenn Kelly or Colleen Hedblad. 



JANUARY BIRTHDAY’S 
 

01 – Deanna Garcia 

04 – Gavin & Ronan Elarton 

05 – Megan Unruh 

09 – Rylan McCurdy 

11 – Eric Newburg & Robert McCurdy 

13 – Howard Renton 

14 – Dylan Hedblad 

21 – Miranda Verbison 

22 – Theresa Olechiw 

23 – Kim Dei 

25 – Ryan Elarton, Richard McElyea 

26 – Jason Verbison 

27 – Ralf Zaar 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES 
Have a wonderful anniversary! 

 

23 – Kenneth & Deborah Winslow 

31 – Steve & Barb Billings 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you Congregation and Friends 
 

Dear Congregation, thank you for your generous 
gifts, loving prayers and kind sentiments at 

Christmas. We are truly blessed to be called here to 
Lord of Life and your love, prayers and support 

uplift our spirits and serve to inspire us to do more.  
 

May God bless you all.  
 

In Christ, Pastor Dale and Colleen 
 

 

 

Stewardship Corner 

The new year brings with it new resolve, but so often that resolve 

fades before the first week is ended.  The apostle Paul advised the 

Corinthians, “Last year you were the first not only to give but also 

to have the desire to do so.  Now finish the work, so that your eager 

willingness to do it may be matched by your completion of it, 

according to your means” (2 Corinthians 8:10, 11).  By ourselves, 

we grow tired or get bored or just plain lazy.  Let us ask the Lord to 

give us the desire to give generously, to serve joyfully, and to 

expend our time eagerly in response to what God has given to us and 

done for us. 

 

 
 

 

 

   BEING A DISCIPLINED SAVER  

   SHOWS BOTH YOUR WISDOM  

   AND THE CONCERN FOR  

   YOUR FUTURE. 
 

   “He who gathers money little by little 

   makes it grow” (Proverbs 13:11). 



 
 

 



Who is your Neighbor? 
 

Happy New Year fellow 

Lutherans, welcome to 

2021!  Our first 

confirmation class in 

January will begin to 

study the faiths of other 

people; our first job is to know our own faith well enough to express our beliefs 

clearly to someone who does not share them. Our second job is to show respect 

for those who do not believe what we believe so that we don't put them down 

and so that we can listen carefully to their faith statements. As we talk with 

people of other faiths and listen to their statements of faith, we may find that 

Christian faith and other faiths have many similarities amid the differences. 

Some of the concepts we will cover are: 

 

• Judaism, Christianity, and Islam all trace their heritage to 

Abraham—Judaism and Christianity through Sarah and Isaac and 

Islam through Hagar and Ishmael. 

• Judaism, Christianity, and Islam value a relationship with one 

personal and loving God who interacts with individuals in time and 

space to support and save them. For Christians that saving love of God 

is most clearly seen in Jesus. 

• Hinduism, Buddhism, Confucianism, and Daoism are religions in 

which an impersonal divinity is understood in many ways and forms, 

all designed to lead individuals to let go of selfishness and move 

toward oneness. 

• The Bible includes many ideas that all religions have in common. 

• All of these religions teach their followers to care for their 

neighbor and help those in need. None of these religions advocate 

violence or war. 

  

In our confirmation class we approach other religions with what we have in 

common as it is easy to see our differences. Then, during the following lesson 

we will study the different denominations in Christianity. Our teens have been 

amazed with the amount of different Lutheran synods we have. We will 

discuss the common communion we have with the Presbyterians, Episcopal, 

Reformed, etc. The highlight in our class always seems to be the video of 

Appalachian Christians worshiping with rattlesnakes. 

 

Christ reminded the scribe that loving God with all your heart and soul and 

loving your neighbor as yourself covers all the laws. We ask our confirmands 

constantly throughout the two-year curriculum “who is our neighbor?” As 

we understand Christ, a neighbor is everyone we know, see and learn 

about. This includes the people we know in school, people we read about in 

social studies, those we see at work and shopping at the mall, and even those 

on the 6 o’clock news. 

 

Many adolescents have already begun to learn about the history and cultures 

of the world, and they will have some inklings about other religions through 

news reports about people from around the world. Unfortunately, reports that 

generally make the news tend to link "religion" with "fanaticism" or 

"extremism," leading youth to accept a very biased view of the religions of 

the world. Fortunately, adolescents tend to be curious about things beyond 

their normal experiences. Students will be intrigued to learn about other 

people, their faiths, and their faith practices even as I continue to be 

intrigued. 

 

May God bless all of us in including our neighbors everywhere. 

 

Mr. Craig. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kroger Community Rewards Program 
 

To enroll your card simply go to 

www.krogercommunityrewards.com 

• Click on “sign-in”  

• Put in your email address and password used when you 

enrolled your card.  

• Click enroll now. 

• Choose the group number for Lord of Life # 83096 

• Choose the organization 

• Click enroll. 

 

http://www.krogercommunityrewards.com/

