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“God’s Work. Our Hands.” 
Weekly Sermon on Facebook and YouTube – Join Us! 

 

You are invited to worship with us! 
9:30 am “In Person” worship with Holy Communion 

 
 

Rev. Dale E. Hedblad, M.Div., Board Certified Chaplain 
Sheila Andring – Communications Coordinator 

Labor of Love Daycare – Patti Fabisiack, Director 
 
 

Contact us: 
810-227-3113 or lordoflifeelca@gmail.com 

 
 

Visit us on the web: 
www.LordofLifeELCA.com 

 

 

Follow us on Facebook:          
Lord of Life Lutheran Church, Brighton, MI   

Lord of Life  
Lutheran Church 

 

 
   

Messages for September 2021: 
 

September 5, 2021 (Mark 7:24-37) In Mark’s gospel, encounters with 

women usually signify turning points in Jesus’ ministry. Here, a 

conversation with a Syrophoenician woman marks the beginning of his 

mission to the Gentiles. 

 

September 12, 2021 (Mark 8:27-38) This story provides the turning 

point in Mark’s gospel. Peter is the first human being in the narrative to 

acknowledge Jesus as the Messiah, but he cannot accept that as the 

Messiah Jesus will have to suffer. Moreover, Jesus issues a strong 

challenge to all by connecting discipleship and the cross. 

 

September 19, 2021 (Mark 9:30-37) Jesus’ teaching and action in this 

text are directed to the church whenever it is seduced by the world’s 

definition of greatness: prestige, power, influence, and money. The 

antidote to such a concern for greatness is servanthood.  

 

September 26, 2021 (Mark 9:38-50) On the way to Jerusalem, Jesus 

teaches his disciples about ministry that involves service and sacrifice. 

His disciples are slow to realize that these words apply to them as well 

as to others. 
 

Making Christ Known 

http://www.lordoflifeelca.com/


SEPTEMBER 2021 LORD OF LIFE SPECIAL EVENTS 
 

 

Communion Worship is every Sunday at 9:30 am, followed by 

hospitality. 

 

 

 

Sunday School for children ages 3 through the 6th grade is each Sunday,  

10:45 – 11:30 am. 

 

 

 

Confirmation class for students in 7th & 8th grades meet every Sunday from  

10:30 am -12:00 pm. Craig Johnson and Pastor Dale will lead this group. 

 

 

 

Turn your spending into giving.  Meijer reloads are accepted every Sunday. 

Please see Colleen for details. 

 

 

 

Rally Day – Sunday, September 12th 

 

 

 

Fish and Loaves will be Sunday, October 10th.  Food donations will 

be needed. There will be a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in the 

Narthex. Lord of Life Fish & Loaves will continue to distribute food 

via drive thru process. Please note the new start time is 5:00 pm, this new start 

time is in effect for all churches that distribute food. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September Message from the Pastor 
“God’s Work, Our Hands.” 

 

On Sunday, September 12th we will begin our 50th year of ministry at Lord of 

Life. It will be a joyous year of celebrating God’s faithfulness to us all. As I write this 

I am reminded of the Israelites, freed by God from their bondage in Egypt. They began 

a journey that took them much longer than they expected, in their case, years.  Through 

it all I can imagine waking up each day wondering, “Is it finally over?”  Or as our kids 

often say when we are driving somewhere on vacation, “Are we there yet?” I feel like 

we are still in our own wilderness experience that began 18 months ago with COVID-

19. In the book of Exodus we have a detailed account of Moses leading people out of 

slavery in Egypt and into the Promised Land. For them and for us today, it is a time of 

trusting in God and having faith that God will see us through. I am hopeful that healing 

will come and that through our own wilderness experience we will grow closer to God 

and to one another.  
 

“God’s Work, Our Hands.” This catchy slogan is our mission statement here at Lord 

of Life.  These four words say a lot.  They speak of our role as Christians living and 

worshipping God in this community.  Simply put, we strive to do the things that God 

would want us to do.  Therein lays the awesome challenge and responsibility of our 

calling.  Proper discernment, through prayer and conversation, plays a big role in all 

we do.   God’s work for us includes preaching and teaching God’s Word, helping those 

in need within and outside of our congregation, and supporting and serving the church.  
 

This year, as we continue our study in the Gospel from Mark, we see Jesus as a savior 

intent on liberating all who are oppressed or suffering, a Savior who draws people into 

a new kind of community not based on blood relation or family kinship, but based on 

a mutual goal of ushering in the kingdom of God.   We are initiated into this family of 

God through the waters of Holy Baptism.  What a joy it is to see our church continue 

to grow- in faith and in numbers! 
 

On Rally Day, September 12th, we will officially “kick off” this year’s Sunday school 

programs for the 2021-2022 school year.  This year we have a 1950’s theme, “Shake, 

Rattle and Roll.”  Dress up like they did in the 50’s, bring your classic cars for all to 

see.  Rally Day Sunday is always a special day.  Students will meet their teachers and 

classmates and then the whole church gathers in the Dining Hall for a light lunch with 

sub sandwiches, chips, decorated cookies and a Kona Ice Truck will be stationed in 

the parking lot.   It is inspiring to see the commitment of our parents and young 

families.  In this day and age there are a lot of things clamoring for our kid’s attention, 

and it is important to teach them that their relationship with God is a priority in life. 
 

  As always, I am looking forward to the beginning of another semester as each of us, 

personally, discovers the meaning behind the words, “Gods Work, Our Hands.” 
 

Serving with You, 

Pastor Dale+ 
 



 

 

About Lord of Life Lutheran Church 
“God’s work. Our Hands.” 

 
Welcome to Lord of Life – Pastor Dale Hedblad leads our 
worship each Sunday.  Our worship is hands-free (no book).  Just 
follow the Power Point liturgy on the big screen.   
 
Our Church – Lord of Life Lutheran Church is a member of the 
Southeast Michigan Synod branch of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America.  The ELCA is the largest Lutheran Church 
body, consisting of 4.6 million members worldwide.  Lord of Life 
was established as a mission development on May 21, 1972.  Our 
current pastor, Dale Hedblad, has a Master of Divinity Degree 
from Trinity Lutheran Seminary in Columbus, Oh. He is one of 
two specialized ministers in the Southeast Michigan Synod.  
Pastor Hedblad is also a Board Certified Chaplain and is on-call 
at St. Joseph Mercy Hospital in Ann Arbor.  If you would like to 
learn more about Pastor Hedblad, there is a brief biography under 
the picture of Pastor Dale and his wife, Colleen, as you exit the 
sanctuary.  Currently, Lord of Life consists of 615 members.  Lord 
of Life is active in the Brighton Community with several ministries 
including:  Vacation Bible School, Love INC., Gleaners Food 
Bank, Crop Walk, Habitat for Humanity, Juvenile Diabetes 
Research, Fish & Loaves, Red Cross Blood Drives, Kids Against 
Hunger, Bountiful Harvest Food Pantry and our annual Christmas 
“Adopt-A-Family” giving tree. 
 
Lord of Life is always open to joining or initiating new ministries 
that are consistent with our mission statement and our core 
values:   
 

“God’s Work. Our Hands.” 
 

• Compassion 

• Discipleship 

• Hospitality 

• Commitment to excellence 
 



SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAY’S 

01 – Charlene Bargert & Christine Hubbell 

02 – Lisa Ryan & Teresa Snider 

03 – Kathleen Johnson & Linda Everson 

05 – Mark Hawley & Michael Hartman 

07 – Ramona Augustine, Jasmine Allen 

8 – Gavin Lamoreaux 

11 – John Davis 

13 – Hugh McCurren 

17 – Christopher Burgess, Dennis Farmer 

18 – Karen Janer-Hanson, Amy Restrepo 

19 – Kalie Burdick & Keri King 

21 – Philip Hanson 

22 – Lynn Burgess & 

Jean Woycik 

23 – Donna Hawley, Amber Farmer 

24 – Callie Olsen 

25 – Fred Terrell, Linda Harrison 

29 – Linnea Hahne 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 
Have a wonderful anniversary! 

 

6 - Glenn & Shirley Kelly 

11 – Eric & Dana Hahne 

15 – Greg & Linda Everson 

16 – Jim & Linda Rowell 

27 – Rob & Danielle Losert 

28 – William & Amy Restrepo 

 

GIVE PLUS+ 

An Alternative Way of Giving 

Many of you have expressed preferences for giving 

electronically, using a smartphone app, a computer or tablet. 

Lord of Life offers this option, now we want to reintroduce this 

giving option to everyone.  

Here are a few benefits for GIVE PLUS+:  

• eGiving is convenient and helps support your church 

• eGiving allows you to keep intentions to give even when not 

at church.  

• eGiving helps Lord of Life receive consistent income 

 

It’s Easy…..download the GivePlus app through the Apple’s app 

store and Goolge’s play store. ...yes, it’s free to download and 

you are not charged a fee to make donations using this app. 

When you download the GivePlus app for the first time, you 
will be prompted to enter the name of your church. Type in 
Lord of Life and select it when it appears. Or, use the Find 
Churches Near me feature. After you select Lord of Life, it 

automatically becomes your “home” church. The next time you 
open the app, Lord of Life will already be displayed. 

 

GivePlus donations can be made with all major 
credit and debit cards. 

 
When completing a donation, you will receive  

a receipt via email. 
 

If you have any questions, please contact Glenn Kelly or Colleen Hedblad. 



Lord of Life Worship Assistants 
 

Periodically we will explain the duties involved with the worship 

assistants at Lord of Life. This is an attempt to attract and train new 

people to the following duties at the church:  

 

Greeters/Ushers/Communion Assistants/ 

Altar Guild/Hospitality/Hospitality Set-up 

 

This month we will highlight the duties of Altar Guild Duties:  

 

The altar guild is responsible for after service clean up of the 

communion ware.  

 

1. Following the service, remove communion trays, glass pitcher 

and bread plate from the altar and take to the Sacristy.  

2. Wipe the trays with a soft soapy cloth .  

3. Please be sure any drops of wine/grape juice on the tray inserts 

are cleaned off.   

4. Any remaining bread and unused wine should be placed on 

nature or eaten. 

5. Refill 3 communion trays with new plastic cups for the 

following week.  

6. Place the 3 full trays and 1 empty tray in bottom cupboard.  

7. Cover bread tray and chalice.  

8. If the supply of wine, grape juice or disposable cups are low, 

please notify Pastor Dale or Colleen to reorder.  

 
 

The Exalted State of Servanthood 
 

Martin Luther, the author of the Reformation which we celebrate the end 

of October, wrote, “A Christian is a perfectly free lord of all, subject to 

none.  A Christian is a perfectly dutiful servant of all, subject to all.”  

Perhaps those two sentences appear at first to be contradictory.  What 

Luther was trying to help us understand is that we, as Christians, are called 

to freedom from an obligation to serve, but that we are called to the freedom 

to serve joyfully. 

 

 This call to joyful servanthood is understood and often scoffed at, 

simply because we have confused servanthood with servitude.  Servitude 

conveys the idea of bondage and even slavery.  Servanthood, on the other 

hand, connotes voluntary service, joyful giving of ourselves, a willing 

choice to help others, and selfless commitment. 

  

One who is involved in servitude serves unwillingly out of a sense 

of fear and has no hope of entering into a different state, while one involved 

in servanthood lives in an exalted state, a healthy and uplifting climate of 

helping others.  Even though challenges must be overcome and problems 

may abound, the joy of servanthood is the overriding experience. 

 

 How do we get from a state of servitude to a state of servanthood?  

This transition is made when we properly understand the Word of God 

which clearly defines servanthood by explaining Christ’s purpose in 

coming to Earth: “ . . . the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to 

serve, and to give His life as a ransom for many” (Matthew 20:28).  Jesus 

has lived the perfect life of the servant in our places, so we no longer are 

constrained to try to “measure up” to what God expects.  The Law never 

saves, never enables us, only shows us our shortcomings. 

 When we look at Christ, though, and how He lived His earthly life 

and what He has done for us, we are freed to respond with heartfelt, sincere, 

loving service to those He has placed around us.  The acts of service we 

render are the same; the motivation and attitude are what make the 

difference.  Through Christ, we are elevated to the exalted state of 

servanthood.  

Ronald J. Chewning 

12 Months of Congregational Stewardship 
 



 

          IN the CROSS 

 

Red Cross Blood Drive: Monday, October 25, 2021 

 

Please mark your calendars for our first Blood Drive since prior to the 

Covid Pandemic! The drive will take place from 12 Noon until 6 pm, 

in the north wing of the church. Instructions, for signing up, on-line, to 

donate will be e-mailed to the Congregation, in the near future.  

 

We will need one more volunteer to register donors as they arrive, 

from 3-6pm. Also needed are volunteers to man the refreshment area, 

from Noon-3pm and from 3-6pm: one for each time slot; a signup 

genius will be created for these 3 spots. 

 

The need for blood is as great as ever, so please consider participating 

in this worthy effort. 

 

Delta Variant Concerns 

 

 As you know, the number of cases and deaths due to the Delta variant 

of Covid 19 has been increasing dramatically across the country, 

especially in the South and Southwest. However, the number of cases 

has been growing in MI as well. This past Saturday’s (8/28) report for 

Livingston County indicated that the “7-day-average” number of cases 

had risen slowly but steadily in August, and currently stands at 58 

cases per day, with 741 total cases in the last 30 days.  

 

We have been blessed at Lord of Life, as the great majority, perhaps 

all, of our Congregants eligible for the vaccines has taken advantage of 

the opportunity to do so! However, we will continue to take 

precautions, including the following: 

 

• Folks not vaccinated are asked to wear masks. 

• Bottles of hand sanitizers will continue to be available in the 

narthex. 

• Door knobs and handles will be sprayed each Saturday with a 

sanitizer that lasts for several days. 

• Offering trays will not be passed by the Ushers, but will 

continue to be stationed in the Sanctuary aisle for deposit of 

donations. 

• Communicants will be asked to socially distance at the rail, and 

to depart directly outdoors after receiving Communion, 

blessing, and benediction, thus allowing succeeding groups to 

approach the altar after the prior group has exited. We will 

continue to refrain from offering the common cup.  

• The service will continue to be broadcast through our FM 

frequency to cars in the parking lot whose occupants prefer to 

participate in that manner. Communion will be brought to such 

cars, immediately after conclusion of the Service. 

• Of course, the service will continue to be live-streamed to 

YouTube, for those who can not attend in person. 

 

We look forward to worshipping with you as our vacations end and 

the school year begins-always a time of renewal! 

 

          Glenn Kelly 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

    THE BEST PREPARATION FOR 

    TOMORROW IS TO WORK 

    SMART AND HARD TODAY. 

 

    “Commit to the Lord whatever you  

    do, and your plans will succeed” 

    (Proverbs 16:3).  
 

 



Confirmation Year of The Bible; 

2021-2022 
 

CONFIRMATION IS NOT JUST 

"ANOTHER THING" WITH WHICH TO 

KEEP UP IN YOUR BUSY LIVES... 

CONFIRMATION IS A PLACE TO 

EXPLORE WHO YOU ARE AS A CHILD 

OF GOD! 
 

The pressure on our kids is pretty intense, and the middle school and 

high school years can be tough.  This is a time when young teens can be 

desperate to fit in and are trying to figure out their own values as an 

individual.  Loving parents do their best to equip their kids for the "real 

world", but the truth is that all parents need some help these days.  Let 

the church help you with the most important task you have as parents - 

giving your children the foundation to become faithful, loving, 

forgiving, and compassionate adults.   

 

CONFIRMATION - HOW IT WORKS at our Lord of Life 

It’s all about connections to everyday life for our teens and tweens. 

 

Here We Stand is a two-year curriculum that helps effectively prepare 

students for Lutheran confirmation.  The curriculum is from Augsburg 

Fortress, an ELCA Lutheran publisher. Students experience a 

connection between the class content and their Affirmation of Baptism 

each week. Students also better understand how their faith connects to 

real life, while the expanded small group material encourages 

relationship-building between the learners and mentors.  Solid biblical 

and theological content also helps connect students with the Lutheran 

heritage, while video clips, music and other multimedia resources make 

the material more approachable for today's youth learner.  

 

Each lesson provides learning using all student abilities.  Each week a 

specific Bible based, custom made LOL lesson is presented using 

PowerPoint, reading the Bible, a skit, Jeopardy-type quiz show review 

of the lesson, and Here-We-Stand handouts.  Plenty of time is spent on 

addressing age-appropriate faith issues and 

everyday questions teens and pre-teens have.  

The Class will start after the class takes 

communion and end at noon.  Guests such as 

sleepovers or even homeless teens you see on 

your way to church are always welcome to join our class, the more the 

merrier. For now, we will wear masks as a way to love our neighbor 

 

I am proud to have been called to this ministry and appreciate you 

supporting the youth of our church in this important faith journey part 

of their lives. Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions or 

concerns you may have concerning this program.  Phone 947-570-1872 

home, or e-mail craigfredj@aol.com, or call/text at 717 817-1945. 

 

Together in our Lord’s service, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REMEMBER IN PRAYER 
Comfort our world in this time of fear and uncertainty, as 

we pray for those suffering with the COVID19 virus and 

those working on the front lines.  

  

Brenda Pautsch, Bill Maitland, Ella Wallace, Edna, Matthew Johnson, 

the residents of Haiti and Afghanistan.   

All students and teachers and support staff returning to the classrooms.  

 

In sympathy for the family of Dorothy Wojcik, Jason Billings,  

Don Staisil and Arlene Moilanen.  

mailto:craigfredj@aol.com

