Lord of Life
Lutheran Church
5051 Pleasant Valley Road
Brighton, MI 48114

Lord of Life
Lutheran Church

“God’s Work. Our Hands.”

Weekly Sermon on Facebook and YouTube – Join Us!
You are invited to worship with us!
9:30 am “In Person” worship with Holy Communion
10:30 am Confirmation Class
10:30 am Sunday School Pre-School to 6th Grade
11:15 am Sunday Adult Bible Study
Rev. Dale E. Hedblad, M.Div., Board Certified Chaplain
Sheila Andring – Communications Coordinator
Labor of Love Daycare – Patti Fabisiack, Director

Contact us:

810-227-3113 or lordoflifeelca@gmail.com

Visit us on the web:
www.LordofLifeELCA.com

Follow us on Facebook:

Lord of Life Lutheran Church, Brighton, MI

Messages for October 2021:
November 7, 2021 (John 11:32-44) Through the raising of Lazarus,
Jesus offers the world a vision of the life to come, when death and
weeping will be no more.
November 14, 2021 (Mark 13:1-8) In the last week of his life, Jesus
warned his disciples concerning trials that were to come upon them and
upon the world.
November 21, 2021 (John 18:33-37) In John’s gospel, the story of Jesus
and Pilate presents two different ways of exercising power: through
force or with love.
November 28, 2021 (Luke 21:25-36) God will fulfill God’s purposes
and, already, hidden signs of that fulfillment abound.

Making Christ Known

NOVEMBER 2021 LORD OF LIFE SPECIAL EVENTS

November Message from the Pastor
“Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord” .(Psalm 118:20)

Communion Worship is every Sunday at 9:30 am, followed by
hospitality.
Sunday School for children ages 3 through the 6th grade is each Sunday,
10:30 – 11:30 am.
Confirmation class for students in 7th & 8th grades meet every Sunday from
10:30 am -12:00 pm. Craig Johnson and Pastor Dale will lead this group.
Turn your spending into giving. Meijer reloads are accepted every Sunday.
Please see Colleen for details.

Adult Bible Class meets every Sunday morning at 10:45 am,
beginning Sunday, October 3rd

Knots of Love/Shawl Ministry meets Tuesday, November 16th

Annual Christmas Event – Sunday, December 5th at 5 pm

Fish and Loaves will be Sunday, December 12th. Food donations will
be needed. There will be a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in the
Narthex. Lord of Life Fish & Loaves will continue to distribute food
via drive thru process. Please note the new start time is 5:00 pm, this new start
time is in effect for all churches that distribute food.

Greetings in Christ. According to the church calendar, November is the
last month of the 2021 church year. During this month we celebrate
“All Saints Day” and “Christ the King” Sunday. These two special
Sundays demonstrate Jesus’ power over death and underscore our belief
in the eternal kingdom of heaven.
November is an active month in the church year. The color of the
paraments and vestments change from white to the deep blue of Advent
at month’s end. Advent means “Beginning” and on November 28th we
begin the “new church year,“ hearing once again, the old familiar stories
leading up to the birth of Christ.
The scripture texts for November are powerful. Like a shepherd leading
his sheep, Jesus calls Lazarus to new life, ordering bystanders to
“unbind him and let him go.” The response of believers becomes our
November gospel theme.
The November lectionary begins with a reminder that our lives are
finite. We remember our loved ones who have left this world for
Heaven and give God thanks for their witness and faith. Whether they
died peacefully or tragically, recently or long ago, these Christians are
worthy of remembrance for they played a role in our own faith
formation.
I truly love this time of year. I just wish it wouldn’t go by so fast. Just
think, in a period of six short weeks we host Thanksgiving, celebrate
Christmas and ring in the New Year. Thank you Lord, for it is the joy
of this time of year that makes us all feel the love and happiness of being
like children once again. Here at Lord of Life we host our annual
Christmas event on December 5th beginning at 5:00pm. Our Youth
Group and children are preparing for this event, so are we.
May this holiday season be especially meaningful for us all. In fact, may
this Thanksgiving/ Christmas season be our best one ever.
Worshipping with you,

Pastor Dale+

About Lord of Life Lutheran Church
“God’s work. Our Hands.”
Welcome to Lord of Life – Pastor Dale Hedblad leads our
worship each Sunday. Our worship is hands-free (no book). Just
follow the Power Point liturgy on the big screen.
Our Church – Lord of Life Lutheran Church is a member of the
Southeast Michigan Synod branch of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America. The ELCA is the largest Lutheran Church
body, consisting of 4.6 million members worldwide. Lord of Life
was established as a mission development on May 21, 1972. Our
current pastor, Dale Hedblad, has a Master of Divinity Degree
from Trinity Lutheran Seminary in Columbus, Oh. He is one of
two specialized ministers in the Southeast Michigan Synod.
Pastor Hedblad is also a Board Certified Chaplain and is on-call
at St. Joseph Mercy Hospital in Ann Arbor. If you would like to
learn more about Pastor Hedblad, there is a brief biography under
the picture of Pastor Dale and his wife, Colleen, as you exit the
sanctuary. Currently, Lord of Life consists of 615 members. Lord
of Life is active in the Brighton Community with several ministries
including: Vacation Bible School, Love INC., Gleaners Food
Bank, Crop Walk, Habitat for Humanity, Juvenile Diabetes
Research, Fish & Loaves, Red Cross Blood Drives, Kids Against
Hunger, Bountiful Harvest Food Pantry and our annual Christmas
“Adopt-A-Family” giving tree.
Lord of Life is always open to joining or initiating new ministries
that are consistent with our mission statement and our core
values:
“God’s Work. Our Hands.”
•
•
•
•

Compassion
Discipleship
Hospitality
Commitment to excellence

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAY’S
03 – Aaron Andring
05 – Tom Zizka & Deborah Winslow
15 – Curtis Verbison
16 – Dan Hedblad & Gene Monacelli
18 – Jim Rowell
21 – Shannon Marquaratt
22 – Megan Wedell, Cody Andring, Jessica Stitt
23 – Joseph Bargert
24 – Chris Elsey
25 – Mason Verbison
26 - Steve Billings
28 – Daniel Garcia
30 – Austin Andring & Ava York

NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES
Have a wonderful anniversary!
25 – Tim & Karen Dei
26 – Gene & Penny Monacelli

REMEMBER IN PRAYER
Comfort our world in this time of fear and uncertainty, as
we pray for those suffering with the COVID19 virus and
those working on the front lines.
Al Bartrum, Bettina and Ralf Zaar, The McCurdy and
McCurran families, Matthew Johnson, Bill Maitland,
Ella Wallace, Edna, Bob C. and Donna.

GIVE PLUS+

Part of God’s Plan

An Alternative Way of Giving

“In those days . . .” So begins a well-known passage of Scripture. Do you
know what comes next? “In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree . . .” (Luke
2:1). Some of us can quote the whole story by heart. Even though we’ve heard it year
after year, some of us for many years, the story is still precious to hear, still warms our
souls, still excites our minds, still calms our fears.

Many of you have expressed preferences for giving
electronically, using a smartphone app, a computer or tablet.
Lord of Life offers this option, now we want to reintroduce this
giving option to everyone.
Here are a few benefits for GIVE PLUS+:
• eGiving is convenient and helps support your church
• eGiving allows you to keep intentions to give even when not
at church.
• eGiving helps Lord of Life receive consistent income
It’s Easy…..download the GivePlus app through the Apple’s app
store and Goolge’s play store. ...yes, it’s free to download and
you are not charged a fee to make donations using this app.
When you download the GivePlus app for the first time, you
will be prompted to enter the name of your church. Type in
Lord of Life and select it when it appears. Or, use the Find
Churches Near me feature. After you select Lord of Life, it
automatically becomes your “home” church. The next time you
open the app, Lord of Life will already be displayed.

GivePlus donations can be made with all major
credit and debit cards.
When completing a donation, you will receive
a receipt via email.
If you have any questions, please contact Glenn Kelly or Colleen Hedblad.

Two seemingly inconsequential people of little means obeyed that decree and
traveled to the town of Bethlehem to register for the census. The woman, Mary, was
about to have a child. She knew that her child was the Son of God, a child to be named
Jesus. Joseph, her husband, knew he was not the father of the child, although that was
how the world saw him. These were two of God’s faithful. They knew the prophecies
regarding the Messiah. They had been visited by the angel and learned that they were
to be part of the fulfillment of those prophecies. They didn’t know how things would
turn out. They didn’t know all that God had in store for them. They just “obey[ed
their] rulers and submitted to their authority” (Hebrews 13:17) as they trusted God to
guide and protect them and His Son each step they took on His path.
Of course, God did just that. He provided a place for the Child to be born
(Luke 2:7). He sent angels to announce the birth of the King and moved the shepherds
to respond to the joyful news and go to worship the new Baby (Luke 2:8-20). He sent
“Magi from the East” who brought “gifts of gold and of incense and of myrrh” and
then believed the warning God gave them in a dream and avoided the evil King Herod
on their return trip (Matthew 2:1-12).
How many of these people involved in this most wondrous story realized the
important and memorable parts they played? We cannot say for sure but surmise none
could really comprehend the eternal significance of the events as they unfolded.
We, too, are involved in God’s plans. Certainly none can equal in importance
the birth of Christ, but nothing God does is without purpose. Are we listening for the
voice of the Spirit as He speaks to us through God’s Word? Are we, as we go about
our daily routines, obeying our rulers, cognizant of being God’s feet and hands and
voice to carry out His plan? Do we bring our gifts, aware that God may use them
according to a purpose we can’t even imagine? How exciting it is to think and know
that we are God’s instruments! What a loss of blessing to us if we refuse to let God
use us and another gets the opportunity instead (Esther 4:14)!
As we live out our daily lives as stewards, “let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the
author and perfecter of our faith . . . so that we will not grow weary and lose heart”
(Hebrews 12:2-3), but instead look forward with eagerness and anticipation toward the
unfolding of God’s plan in our lives.

Ronald J. Chewning
12 Months of Congregational Stewardship

LOLYO
Below is a tentative schedule for LOLYO events for the remainder of
2021. As we get closer to the Christmas Event we will share how we will
be participating and helping. Please reach out if you have any questions.
Tim

Month

Activity

Date

NOV

Virtual Game

11/7

7:008:30

Zoom

e

Location

DEC

Christmas pageant
& event following

12/5

TBD

Lord of Life

DEC

Fish & Loaves

12/1
2

4:005:30

Lord of Life

JAN

Escape Room

TBD

TBD

FEB

Valentines Day
Cookie Decorating

TBD

TBD

Lord of Life

Knots of Love/Shawl Ministry
The Knots of Love will meet on Tuesday, November 16th from 1-2 at
the church. Everyone is welcome to join us.

Baby Blanket Drive – 2021
Thank you for all who contributed to the annual blanket
drive this year. Lord of Life donated 22 blankets to
young children at DMC Hospital.

THE LORD IS GREAT
AND WORTHY OF
OUR PRAISE.
“Let us come before Him
with thanksgiving and extol
Him with music and
song” (Psalm 95:2).

Thank you to everyone who participated in
the blood drive. We had 30 pints donated on
October 25th, thanks for all the donations!

What is my all-time favorite
Bible story you ask?
Adapted from the Here We Stand course prep sheet’

This year in our confirmation class we are
studding the Bible and I am always looking
forward to sharing Joseph’s tale. The story of
Joseph is a masterpiece of Hebrew and world
literature. With a fabulous plot, intrigue, and
suspense, it is a story suitable for reading on a
lovely or rainy (confirmation) afternoon
Again, we find the familiar themes of deception, favoritism, and the pain
of family relations rearing their ugly heads. But in this story, God
retreats a bit (not in the sense of vanishing from the story)—God's
actions
are
more
providentially
inclined
rather
than
interventionally[CJ1] inclined. There are no extraordinary theophanies or
dramatic revelations in this story—no visits from angels,
no long talks with the Divine, no mysterious wrestling in
the dead of night. Instead, God appears indirectly in the
claims made about Joseph and in the divine
communication Joseph has via his dreams. Joseph is
considered to be wise, and that indicates that God is with
him, we are told. He also has both the gift of having
dreams filled with portents of the future and divine
communication and the gift of dream interpretation. The meaning of this
is ambiguous in the text. Clearly God is working with Joseph in these
more hidden ways. Thus, this is the most impactful lessons for our LOL
teens.
Just as Jacob loved Rachel to the disappointment of Leah, he now loves
Joseph, Rachel's son, to the pain of Joseph's siblings. Joseph is given a
special robe and special favors, and his brothers hate him for it. They
come up with a plan to rid themselves of their pesky little brother who
was always telling them of the dreams he had of his own greatness and
their lack. Once Joseph is gone, however, their father is never the same,
and Joseph's fate turns out far differently than they supposed. Again,
providentially so.

Joseph is sold into slavery, but his intelligence and rather charmed life
gets him out of that quickly. He is favored by others and enjoys quick
success. His only setback is a time in prison, falsely accused of behaving
improperly with Potiphar's wife. But even in prison, God is with Joseph,
and Joseph remains faithful to God. He waits patiently for things to be
righted; and they are, in rather dramatic fashion. Joseph rises to second
place in the land of Egypt, a position of amazing power, gained because
of his gift at dream interpretation (i.e., because God is with him).
The story is long. In the end, Joseph preserves the lives of the Egyptians
(and therefore the world) and his family, God's chosen ones, with his
economic plan designed to keep everyone eating during a long famine.
God's promise for goodness doesn't happen off in a corner but plays
itself out in the world at large. Throughout the story, the narrator is
careful to have us know that it is not Joseph himself who works these
wonders, but rather God working through Joseph.
To what degree is God involved in personal, familial, or national
history? The story of Joseph makes its claims. All of us have stories as
well. The Bible's claim is that God is at work in the ugly places of
jealousy and heartaches and breaks. God works with our neighbors' and
our own shortcomings and sins. Most importantly, this story emphasizes
that divine intent is always for good, as Joseph says at the end, even
when our intent is not.
The stage is set for Exodus. The chosen family-nation is in Egypt. They
are enjoying the best and most fruitful land. There has been some degree
of reconciliation. There are 12 sons and probably many wives and nearly
countless children. God's promise to Abraham continues to be realized.
Soon Old Abraham will have as many descendants as the stars and
grains of sand. What will this mean for the world? What does it mean
for us today?
Here's an idea, why not rent the Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor
Dream-Coat and have a fun family movie night. Even old Lutherans
like me like seeing this video again and again.

Lord’s Peace,
Mr. Craig

