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“God’s Work. Our Hands.” 
Weekly Sermon on Facebook and YouTube – Join Us! 

 

You are invited to worship with us! 
9:30 am “In Person” worship with Holy Communion 

10:30 am Confirmation Class 
10:30 am Sunday School Pre-School to 6th Grade 

11:15 am Sunday Adult Bible Study 
 

Rev. Dale E. Hedblad, M.Div., Board Certified Chaplain 
Sheila Andring – Communications Coordinator 

Labor of Love Daycare – Patti Fabisiack, Director 
 

Contact us: 
810-227-3113 or lordoflifeelca@gmail.com 

 

Visit us on the web: 
www.LordofLifeELCA.com 

 

Follow us on Facebook:          
Lord of Life Lutheran Church, Brighton, MI   

 

Lord of Life  
Lutheran Church 

 

 
   

Messages for January 2022: 
 

January 2, 2022 (John 3:[1-09] 10-18) John begins his gospel with this 

prologue; a hymn to the Word through whom all things were created. 

This Word became flesh and brough grace and truth to the world. 

 

January 9, 2022 (Matthew 2:1-12) God’s promise shines bright in the 

night as magi follow a star to honor a new king. 

 

January 16, 2022 (John 2:1-11) Turning water to wine at the wedding 

at Cana is described as the first of Jesus’ signs. 

 

January 23, 2022 (Luke 4:14-21) Near the beginning of Jesus’ public 

ministry, he visits his hometown of Nazareth. 
 

January 30, 2022 (Luke 4:21-30) People in Jesus’ hometown are 

initially pleased when he says that God will free the oppressed. 
 

Making Christ Known 

http://www.lordoflifeelca.com/


JANUARY 2022 LORD OF LIFE SPECIAL EVENTS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Communion Worship is every Sunday at 9:30 am, followed by 

hospitality. 

 

 

Sunday School for children ages 3 through the 6th grade is each Sunday,  

10:30 – 11:30 am. 

 

Confirmation class for students in 7th & 8th grades meet every Sunday from  

10:30 am -12:00 pm. Craig Johnson and Pastor Dale will lead this group. 

 

Turn your spending into giving.  Meijer reloads are accepted every Sunday. 

Please see Colleen for details. 

 

 

Adult Bible Class meets every Sunday morning at 10:45 am, 

beginning Sunday, October 3rd 

 

 

Fish and Loaves will be Sunday, February 13 th.  Food donations 

will be needed. There will be a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in 

the Narthex. Lord of Life Fish & Loaves will continue to distribute 

food via drive thru process. Please note the new start time is 5:00 pm, this new 

start time is in effect for all churches that distribute food. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January Message from the Pastor 
 

“Ask and you will receive, seek and you will find, knock and the 

door will be opened to you” (Matthew 7:7). 
 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to you all. I hope that you all had 

a very Merry Christmas and I pray that God will bless you with all of His 

priceless blessings in 2022. Christmas is so special to us all. It is a time of 

joy, laughter and love. We think back on memories of Christmas past and 

give thanks for God’s blessing of a Savior in Jesus Christ.  
 

There is a saying, “nothing is over like Christmas when it’s over.” 

Christmas is a period of time when we leave our worries, fears and 

troubles behind. But after Christmas has come and gone, they all seem to 

come rushing back.  Why? Let’s consider the morning after Christmas for 

Mary and Joseph. The angels that serenaded them have come and gone. 

The shepherds have come and gone. It’s just Mary and Joseph and baby 

Jesus lying in a feeding trough they used for a manger. What’s next? Can 

you imagine the conversation between Mary and Joseph? “What does 

God want us to do now?  Should we go back to Nazareth and raise Jesus 

there?” They were tired, cold and hungry and no doubt had more 

questions than answers. God provided for them in a most unusual and 

unexpected way – 3 Wiseman (astrologers) from the East came bearing 

gifts of Gold, Frankincense and Myrrh.  An angel of the Lord appeared 

with instructions to go to Egypt and live there until it was safe to return. 

Mary and Joseph used the Gold to live on during their journey.  Mary and 

Joseph did as they were told, remaining in Egypt for 7 or more years until 

God sent another angel to tell them to return to Nazareth. It’s an 

incredible story that still is not finished.  
 

Our loving God is also present today and hears our prayers and questions 

about “what do we do now?” When will this pandemic finally be over? 

What next Lord?” Like Mary and Joseph, we must live in faith, taking life 

one day at a time trusting that God will provide.  Life is a gift from our 

loving God.  Each life has its share of twists and turns.  This beautiful 

Christmas story encourages us all to believe in God and to know that God 

will always provide.  “Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the 

evidence of things not yet seen” (Numbers11:1). 
 

In Christ,  
 

Pastor Dale + 

Congregational Meeting will take place on Sunday, 

January 23rd immediately following Worship Service. 

Please plan on attending this informational event. 



 

About Lord of Life Lutheran Church 
“God’s work. Our Hands.” 

 
Welcome to Lord of Life – Pastor Dale Hedblad leads our 
worship each Sunday.  Our worship is hands-free (no book).  Just 
follow the Power Point liturgy on the big screen.   
 
Our Church – Lord of Life Lutheran Church is a member of the 
Southeast Michigan Synod. Lord of Life was established as a 
mission development on May 21, 1972.  Our current pastor, Dale 
Hedblad, has a Master of Divinity Degree from Trinity Lutheran 
Seminary in Columbus, Oh. He is one of two specialized ministers 
in the Southeast Michigan Synod.  Pastor Hedblad is also a Board 
Certified Chaplain and is on-call at St. Joseph Mercy Hospital in 
Ann Arbor.  If you would like to learn more about Pastor Hedblad, 
there is a brief biography under the picture of Pastor Dale and his 
wife, Colleen, as you exit the sanctuary.  Currently, Lord of Life 
consists of 615 members.  Lord of Life is active in the Brighton 
Community with several ministries including:  Vacation Bible 
School, Love INC., Gleaners Food Bank, Crop Walk, Habitat for 
Humanity, Juvenile Diabetes Research, Fish & Loaves, Red 
Cross Blood Drives, Kids Against Hunger, Bountiful Harvest Food 
Pantry and our annual Christmas “Adopt-A-Family” giving tree. 
 
Lord of Life is always open to joining or initiating new ministries 
that are consistent with our mission statement and our core 
values:   
 

“God’s Work. Our Hands.” 
 

• Compassion 

• Discipleship 

• Hospitality 

• Commitment to excellence 
 
 

 
 

JANUARY BIRTHDAY’S 

 

01 – Deanna Garcia 

04 – Gavin & Ronan Elarton 

05 – Megan Unruh 

09 – Rylan McCurdy 

11 – Eric Newburg & Robert McCurdy 

13 – Howard Renton 

14 – Dylan Hedblad 

21 – Miranda Verbison 

22 – Theresa Olechiw 

23 – Kim Dei 

25 – Ryan Elarton, Richard McElyea 

26 – Jason Verbison 

27 – Ralf Zaar 

 
 

 

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES 

Have a wonderful anniversary! 

 

23 – Kenneth & Deborah Winslow 

31 – Steve & Barb Billings 

 

 

 

 

 
 

REMEMBER IN PRAYER 
Comfort our world in this time of fear and uncertainty, as 

we pray for those suffering with the COVID19 virus and 

those working on the front lines.  
 

Craig Moilanen, Shirley Kelly, Ken Masson, Ramona Augustine, 

Teresa and Ray Chronkite, Curt Watkins, Lynn and Dave,   

Al Bartrum, Bettina and Ralf Zaar, Matthew Johnson,  

The McCurdy and McCurran families, Bill Maitland,  

Austin Reed, Ella Wallace, Edna, and Donna.    



GIVE PLUS+ 
An Alternative Way of Giving 

Many of you have expressed preferences for giving 

electronically, using a smartphone app, a computer or tablet. 

Lord of Life offers this option, now we want to reintroduce this 

giving option to everyone.  

Here are a few benefits for GIVE PLUS+:  

• eGiving is convenient and helps support your church 

• eGiving allows you to keep intentions to give even when not 

at church.  

• eGiving helps Lord of Life receive consistent income 

 

It’s Easy…..download the GivePlus app through the Apple’s app 

store and Goolge’s play store. ...yes, it’s free to download and 

you are not charged a fee to make donations using this app. 

When you download the GivePlus app for the first time, you 
will be prompted to enter the name of your church. Type in 
Lord of Life and select it when it appears. Or, use the Find 
Churches Near me feature. After you select Lord of Life, it 

automatically becomes your “home” church. The next time you 
open the app, Lord of Life will already be displayed. 

 

GivePlus donations can be made with all major 
credit and debit cards. 

 
When completing a donation, you will receive  

a receipt via email. 
 

If you have any questions, please contact Glenn Kelly or Colleen Hedblad. 

  



A New Year – New Opportunities 
 

 Each new day brings promise of a new start.  For many, the start 

of a new week is the time to begin that diet, get serious about exercising, 

or forego TV viewing.  For a vast majority, though, there’s something 

especially motivating and invigorating about seeing the JANUARY 

calendar on the wall.  This is the year we’ll accomplish great things.   

 

 God doesn’t necessarily call us to do great things, however.  He 

asks that we be trustworthy in small things (Luke 16:10-11).  To that 

end He gives us gifts to use to build up the Body of Christ and to reach 

out to the lost. 

  

Some of us have many gifts.  People like Michelangelo – painter, 

sculptor, and poet – and Thomas Jefferson – architect, statesman, and 

scientific farmer – come to mind.  God, the Giver of gifts, knows that 

the number of gifts each of us has varies.  Jesus told the Parable of the 

Talents pointing up this fact and teaching us that success lies in using 

what we’ve been given, not in having the greatest amount. 

 

Our gifts also differ in degree.  There are many sculptors but 

few, if any, compare to Michelangelo.  Yet their art can bring 

satisfaction and inspiration to others.  You may not be able to sing opera, 

but you can sing God’s praises.  You may not be a great orator, but you 

can witness to the love and grace of God in Christ.  You may not be a 

mechanic, but you can provide transportation for someone needing to 

get to an appointment or to church. 

 

That’s why God gives us gifts and abilities – that we may be 

equipped to serve others.  The start of a new year offers us an opportune 

time to assess those gifts and see how we can use them for God’s glory 

and the good of His people.   The motivation to do this comes from the 

same One Who gave the gifts!  Just as He was motivated by love for us 

to give us, not just our gifts, but His greatest gift, His Son, so we are 

motivated by love for Him to serve those He calls us to serve. 
 

Ronald J. Chewning 

12 Months of Congregational Stewardship 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 



Kroger Community Rewards Program 
 

To enroll your card simply go to 

www.krogercommunityrewards.com 

• Click on “sign-in”  

• Put in your email address and password used when you 

enrolled your card.  

• Click enroll now. 

• Choose the group number for Lord of Life # 83096 

• Choose the organization 

• Click enroll. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

If you shop on Amazon, consider switching to AmazonSmile. For 

eligible purchases at AmazonSmile, they donate 0.5% of the purchase 

price to the customer's selected charitable organization. 

 

1. Sign in to smile.amazon.com. 

 

2. From your desktop, go to Your Account from the navigation at 

the top of any page, and then in the Other Programs box select the 

option to Change your Charity. Or, from your mobile browser, 

select Change your Charity from the options at the bottom of the 

page. 

 

3. Select a new charitable organization to support. Search for Lord of 

Life Brighton and Select. 

 

A prayer for teens and their parents 
 
O God our loving parent, you know how difficult it is to be a teen and 

how challenging it is to parent a teen. For our teens, help them 

navigate their uncertainties. Fill them with self-worth. Temper their 

risk-taking. Help them shun peer pressure. Keep them safe. For their 

parents, tempter the lectures with words of love. Grant them tolerance 

for hair coloring, piercings, and choices in clothes and music. Sustain 

them through moments of doubt and panic. O God our loving parent, 

give teens and their parents full measures of patience and good humor. 

Amen. 

     YOU ARE THE STEWARD OF THE 

     GOOD GIFTS GOD HAS CHOSEN 

     TO GIVE YOU. 

 

     “Each one should use whatever gift he  

     has received to serve others, faithfully  

     administering God grace in its various  

     forms” (1 Peter 4:10). 

http://www.krogercommunityrewards.com/
http://smile.amazon.com/
https://womenoftheelca.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=38d837d7f50973ead605ee94e&id=87035a4c15&e=7d6becf907


 

Happy New Year fellow Christians. As we 

enter the New Year our confirmation class will 

enter the New Testament. That does not mean 

we will leave the “Old” behind; much to the 

contrary, we will find references throughout 

the Gospels and epistles. Many references will 

sound like: “It is written”, “In order to fulfill  

the prophecies . . .”, “as it was foretold”, you’ve got the idea. 

 

For us to best understand the gospel messages we must also understand the 

history and what it was like to live in a society 2,021 years ago.  A book I 

recently purchased, Anatomy of the New Testament by Spiney, Smith and 

Black, admonishes us to understand the culture and times in which our Bible 

was written. “One cannot understand the New Testament without a working 

knowledge of the culture from which it arose.” 

 

Thus, we will tie much our class’s New Testament Bible instruction to what 

our confirmands are learning from Michigan Department of Education’s 

standardized social studies curriculum. Much of what we work to understand 

in this class relates to the Roman society and what is known as the Roman Pax 

(peace), which, by the way, wasn’t so peaceful for those non-citizens under 

Roman occupation.  Looking into Greek language and Roman culture brings 

so much more to our understanding of the scriptures.  

 

The four hundred years between the Old and New Testaments are sometimes 

referred to as the silent years. This time was anything but silent. The Greeks 

contributed language and culture and the Romans built the roads and sea ways. 

This connected the empire, making way for Christ’s 

message of love, hope, and eternal life to spread like a 

wildfire throughout the known world from long ago right 

up to our Lord of Life, Brighton Michigan, 2022 

confirmation class. 

 

Pastor Dale often asked us to put ourselves into the 

story during his sermon.  This advice becomes easy for 

our kids and their teacher when we relate the account 

of a twelve-year-old boy named Jesus dumping his family at 

the Jerusalem Temple. It’s one of those lessons where I can boldly 

state; “Names, faces, and places always change BUT all else remains the 

same.” As a kid we can relate to this story as can anguished parents, like Joseph 

and Mary, searching for a lost child. Hey, I double dog dare you to check it 

out for yourself:  Luke 2:41-52. 

 

As we peruse our New Testament studies in the Lutheran “Here we Stand” 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, we will work hard to understand the 

baptismal vows our parents and sponsors took for us. More importantly, by the 

end of our New Testament studies we will have a better understanding of what 

confirmation means to our students and their families when they, the Lord of 

Life confirmands, affirm their baptismal promise on their own next spring.  

 

Walking Together with Christ, 

 

Mr. Craig 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Congregation,  

 

Thank you for your thoughtfulness in remembering Colleen and me 

this Christmas. Your kindness and generosity are only surpassed by 

the love you show us each day. 

 

We both feel truly blessed to worship God with you, to serve with 

you, and to call you friends. 

 

Pastor Dale and Colleen 

The Boy Jesus in the Temple 


