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“God’s Work. Our Hands.” 
Weekly Sermon on Facebook and YouTube – Join Us! 

 

You are invited to worship with us! 
9:30 am “In Person” worship with Holy Communion 

10:30 am Confirmation Class 
10:30 am Sunday School Pre-School to 6th Grade 

11:15 am Sunday Adult Bible Study 
 

Rev. Dale E. Hedblad, M.Div., Board Certified Chaplain 
Sheila Andring – Communications Coordinator 
Labor of Love Daycare – Kat Hancock, Director 

 

Contact us: 
810-227-3113 or lordoflifeelca@gmail.com 

 

Visit us on the web: 
www.LordofLifeELCA.com 

 

Follow us on Facebook:          
Lord of Life Lutheran Church, Brighton, MI   

 

Lord of Life  
Lutheran Church 

 

 
 

 Messages for July & August 2022: 
 

July 3, 2022 (Luke 10:1-11, 16-20) God is the source of our nourishment. Rejoice! 

Your name is written in heaven.  
 

July 10, 2022 (Luke 10:25:37) To love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, 

strength, and mind is to reflect God’s mercy in responding to one’s neighbor. 
 

July 17, 2022 (Luke 10:38-42) God urges the faithful, again and again, to “listen up!” 

– to heed the word that gives life. 
 

July 24, 2022 (Luke 11:1-13) Persistence in prayer is encourages by Jesus. 
 

July 31, 2022 (Luke 12:13-21) Jesus urges us to take care and be on guard against all 

kinds of greed. 
 

August 7, 2022 (Luke 12:32-40) Jesus says, “It is your Father’s good pleasure to give 

you the kingdom.” 
 

August 14, 2022 (Luke 12:49-56) In the word and in holy communion we are invited 

yet again to look to Jesus, “the pioneer and perfecter of our faith.” 
 

August 21, 2022 (Luke 13:10-17) This is the Lord’s day, and the Lord will do for us 

what the Lord does; feed us, forgive us, help and heal us. 
 

August 28, 2022 (Luke 14:1,7-14) Invited and inviting—that is the nature of the 

church. By God’s grace in holy baptism we have a place at Christ’s banquet table. 
 

Making Christ Known 

http://www.lordoflifeelca.com/


 
 

Dear Kids, parents, teachers and helpers, thank you for your 

participation in this year’s Vacation Bible School program, 

“Food Truck Party- On a Roll with God.”  It was a week of 

fun, laughter and learning.  We learned about God’s love for 

us all and we learned that while life is not perfect, when we 

pray to God we always find a solution to our problems.  God 

loves us one and all and He gives each of us this gift of life 

to enjoy, to grow and to learn what it means to live and make 

our own decisions.  Each of our Bible stories this week 

taught us that God is always there for us, and that our loving 

God always shows us the way. Perhaps Chef Christine and her 

friend D.J. Cupcake (Nate Hubbell) sum it up the best, “We 

are all on a roll with God.”  Enjoy your summer vacation and 

thank you all for participating!   

 

Thank you 

Summer Message from the Pastor 
 

“With God all things are possible.” -- (Matthew 19:26) 
 

Perspective is defined in Webster’s Dictionary as a method of subjective 

evaluation.  In layman’s terms we might describe the meaning of perspective 

as the way we look at things.  For example, is the glass half empty of half full?  

Both answers of the glass question are correct but one (half full) emphasizes 

the positive, while the other (half empty) emphasizes the negative. 
 

Perspective, or the way we look at things, really does matter.  As a Christian 

and as a pastor I have come to realize that our perspective makes all the 

difference in the world.  Consider the feeding of the 5,000 that is recorded in 

all four gospels.  A large crowd of 5,000 people gathered to hear Jesus.  When 

evening came, Jesus’ disciples asked him to send the crowd home so they 

could all eat supper.  Jesus said to them “you give them something to eat” 

(Luke 9:13).  The disciples looked at the size of the crowd and said it was 

impossible.  Then Peter told Jesus that a little boy had offered all that he had, 

five barley loaves and two fish (John 6:9).  Jesus thanked God for what was 

given to meet the need, and God multiplied the offering to feed the multitude. 
 

Life is filled with challenges, big and small.  Our perspective with regard to 

each challenge can make all the difference in the world.  We worship a God of 

love, compassion, and purpose.  God never abandons us, especially in our time 

of need.  We can all learn a lesson from Jesus’ miracle of the feeding of the 

5,000.  When a challenge comes our way, give what we can, and look to God 

to provide the rest.  When trying to figure things out, don’t take God out of the 

equation.  I believe that maintaining a positive Christian perspective in life will 

help us to be better problem solvers, and just may enable us to move mountains 

(Matthew 17:20). 
 

On July 1, Colleen and I celebrated the beginning of our 24th year at Lord of 

Life.  My calling here began as a “Mission Redevelopment.”  Lord of Life you 

see, was listed along with 12 other churches across the country that needed to 

make significant changes in order to attract new members and grow to the 

point of self-sufficiency.  At that time all of these churches were receiving 

monthly Synod support just to make ends meet.  We were given a budget and 

three years to figure things out and get the church on track.  After the three 

years, Lord of Life was the only church out of the 13 churches that remained 

open.  Lord of Life continues to grow and thrive due to the love, support and 

commitment of each of you!  God has called each of you to come and worship 

and serve. Together, we are the church.  What an awesome call and privilege 

it is to worship our God each week.    
 

See you in church, Pastor Dale + 



About Lord of Life Lutheran Church 
“God’s work. Our Hands.” 

 
Welcome to Lord of Life – Pastor Dale Hedblad leads our 
worship each Sunday.  Our worship is hands-free (no book).  Just 
follow the Power Point liturgy on the big screen.   
 
Our Church – Lord of Life Lutheran Church is a member of the 
Southeast Michigan Synod. Lord of Life was established as a 
mission development on May 21, 1972.  Our current pastor, Dale 
Hedblad, has a Master of Divinity Degree from Trinity Lutheran 
Seminary in Columbus, Oh. He is one of two specialized ministers 
in the Southeast Michigan Synod.  Pastor Hedblad is also a Board 
Certified Chaplain and is on-call at St. Joseph Mercy Hospital in 
Ann Arbor.  If you would like to learn more about Pastor Hedblad, 
there is a brief biography under the picture of Pastor Dale and his 
wife, Colleen, as you exit the sanctuary.  Currently, Lord of Life 
consists of 615 members.  Lord of Life is active in the Brighton 
Community with several ministries including:  Vacation Bible 
School, Love INC., Gleaners Food Bank, Crop Walk, Habitat for 
Humanity, Juvenile Diabetes Research, Fish & Loaves, Red 
Cross Blood Drives, Kids Against Hunger, Bountiful Harvest Food 
Pantry and our annual Christmas “Adopt-A-Family” giving tree. 
 
Lord of Life is always open to joining or initiating new ministries 
that are consistent with our mission statement and our core 
values:   
 

“God’s Work. Our Hands.” 
 

• Compassion 

• Discipleship 

• Hospitality 

• Commitment to excellence 
 
 

 
 

JULY & AUGUST BIRTHDAY’S 
 

 

JULY 
03 – Kayla Harper 

04 – Dana Hahne 

06 – Dan Raszkowski 

11 – Linda LaPlatt 

13 – Andrea Burdick, Becca Hawley 

14 – Mike Garcia 

16 – Andrew Everson 

18 – Duane Leinninger 

21 – Pastor Dale Hedblad 

23 – Olivia Hubbell 

30 – Megan LaPlatt 

31 – Tanya & Timothy Newberg 

 

 

 

AUGUST 

03 – Ariana Hawley 

06 – Jack Losert 

07 – Luke Elsey 

09 – Zoeanne McCurren 

10 – Suzanne Terrell 

11 – Alton Bartrum 

15 – Matt Schreer 

16 – Douglas Rice 

17 – Carson & Eric Hahne, & Sheila Andring 

19 – Alexa Lamoreaux 

21 – Karen Dei, Gloria McCracken & Sharon Zizka 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lord of Life is pleased to announce our new and 

improved ways (two) to give to Lord of Life: 
 

1) Online Giving Page, contained in our church’s website! Vanco, our 

eGiving provider, has updated their online giving platform to make it easier 

than ever to make one-time gifts or set up recurring donations to our church.  

 

The new page is live on our site now. Nothing about our online giving has 

changed except the look of the page. You can adjust existing donations, set 

up new gifts and update personal information from the new Vanco Online.   

 

How Do You Sign Up with Vanco Online?  

 

It is easy! If you are a new giver to Lord of Life, visit our website 

https://www.lordoflifeelca.com  

Then click on the Donate Here button, at the top of the home page, to create 

a Vanco Online account. From there, you can read more about our mission 

and give to our ministries.   

 

If you already have a Vanco account, you can log in using the same 

username and password as before. To do this, visit our online giving page at 

https://www.lordoflifeelca.com, click on the Donate Here button at the top 

of the Home Page, then click the “Log In” button at the top right of your 

screen. From there you can update scheduled donations or set up new 

recurring gifts by clicking “Profile” and then “View Scheduled Donations.”   

 

You can also check out this Vanco Online How-To Guide for step-by-step 

instructions.    

 

2) New Mobile Giving App, which replaces the existing Give+ App (for 

smart phones) which some of you have been using; Give + goes away on 

April 30, 2022, and will be replaced by the new Vanco Mobile Faith 

Engagement App, which can be downloaded to your smart phone from the 

Apple App store (for iphones) or Google Play (for Android phones)  

 

We are thrilled about our online giving page’s fresh look, as well as the 

convenience the new Mobile App provides for folks who prefer using 

their smart phones to give.  
 

 

God Calls Us to be His Workers 
 

In spite of our foolish and sinful ways, God calls us to be His workers.  

Scripture tells us that Jesus did not pick people from society’s elite when 

He chose his workers.  Jesus’ disciples were peasants, fishermen, and 

even a tax collector.  Paul wrote, “Brothers, think of what you when you 

were called.  Not many of you were wise by human standards; not many 

were influential; not many were of noble birth.  But God chose the 

foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things 

of the world to shame the strong.  He chose the lowly things of this world 

and the despised things . . .” (1 Corinthians 1:26-28).  The majority of 

God’s work was done and continues to be done by the lowly and 

oppressed people. 
 

 Certainly, God can use celebrities and very successful people in 

His work.  However, we need to remember that, even though we may 

not have accomplished anything of worldly significance, broken any 

records, or won any awards, God can use and transform us into effective 

workers in His kingdom.  “I can do everything through Him Who gives 

me strength” (Philippians 4:13).  Society gives many accolades to those 

who succeed, but there is no greater honor or privilege than to be chosen 

as God’s vehicle to spread the Gospel. As John states in his Gospel, it 

is Jesus Who does the choosing.  “You did not choose Me, but I chose 

you and appointed you to go and bear fruit” (John 15:16). 
 

 So why does God elevate the foolish and the lowly to be His 

workers?  A reason may be found in 1 Corinthians 1:29: “so that no one 

may boast before Him.”  It is only by God’s grace that we are saved, 

called, and equipped to be in His service.  If we come into God’s work 

with impressive credentials, we risk taking the glory and credit for 

ourselves.  God desires the weak and the lowly.  As Paul said, 

“Therefore, I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so 

that Christ’s power may rest on me.  That is why, for Christ’s sake, I 

delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in 

difficulties.  For when I am weak, then I am strong” (2 Corinthians 12:9-

10).  God uses ordinary people to do extra-ordinary things.  Are you 

ready for duty? 
 

Ronald J. Chewning 

12 Months of Congregational Stewardship 

https://www.lordoflifeelca.com/
https://www.lordoflifeelca.com/
https://www.vancopayments.com/hubfs/Updated_Downloadable_Assets/Faith/Vanco_Online_How_to_Guide_FINAL.pdf


REMEMBER IN PRAYER 
Comfort our world in this time of fear and uncertainty, as 

we pray for those suffering with the COVID19 virus and 

those working on the front lines. 
 

Vivian Hall, Austin Reed, Craig Moilanen, Ramona Augustine, Lynn 

and Dave, Bettina and Ralf Zaar, Matthew Johnson, Bill Maitland, Ella 

Wallace, Karen, Edna, Donna, Julie, Scott, Addison, Uncle Paul, Tim 

and Kris and baby twins Victoria & Joseph.  

 

You are invited to join the fellowship following worship services this 

summer. 

 

Sunday school, Confirmation, and Adult Bible study 

classes may be on vacation June through Labor 

Day, but Christian fellowship continues. 

 

Coffee and cookies are provided each Sunday. 

 

Take a little time to chat with one another following worship.

     CHRISTIANS WHOSE HEARTS ARE 

     FILLED WITH CHRIST’S LOVE  

     WILL BE THANKFUL. 

 

     “And whatever you do, whether in word or 

     deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, 

     giving thanks to God the Father through  

     Him” (Colossians 3:17). 

Garage Clean Out Day  

July 16th, @ 10:00 am 
 

Come and help us organize and clean out the church garage. 

Your help will be appreciated. 

 

 

 

 

JULY & AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES 

July 

2 – Douglas & Nancy Rice 

15 – Phillip & Deanna Lamoreaux 

17 – Alton & Shirley Bartrum 

19 – John & Kathy Hartman 

24 – Jeremy & Christine Hubbell, Jon & Bonnie Unruh 

26 – David and Lynn Burgess 

 

August 

12 – Mike & DeLynn Garcia 



Proverbs 
God’s Guidebook 
for Wiser Living 

 

Over the many years that I have taught our young confirmation kids we 

never ever had the time to cover all the books of the Bible in-depth. Just 

thirty-two class sessions to cover the entire 66 Bible books isn’t anywhere 

near enough. When we arrive at the wisdom books in the Old Testament, I 

traditionally have our teens flip through the pages of Proverbs and select a 

verse. Each class member is then asked to share with the class the relevancy 

of these thousands-of-year-old verses to today’s modern life. It’s an 

amazing exercise when I share the old saying “Names, faces and places 

always change but everything else remains the same.” Then we move on 

as if we only placed a toe in the wisdom book’s water. 
 

Our confirmands have yet to learn about Lady Wisdom and Lady Folly. 

Yup, wisdom is attributed to women, which is absolutely no surprise to me. 

Our kids do learn that this wonderful book came into being through a long 

process. Some of these sayings no doubt originated with Solomon or with 

those in his court. (Check out Kings 4:29-34; Proverbs1:1; 10:1; 25:1).   

 

Much of its content originated in folk wisdom of the sort always found in 

all cultures. Other parts were composed as essays or poems (chapters 1-9, 

31). As is characteristic of such materials, the names of the composers and 

poets are mostly lost to us. Much of it originated in folk wisdom as is found 

in all cultures.  
 

The forms taken by proverbs feature memorable turns action packed verses 

that tend to be brief and crisp, but neat and easy to remember, something 

that is especially valuable in an oral culture. It was fun for me as a kid to 

learn gems in Ben Franklin’s Poor Richard’s Almanac such as: “a penny 

saved is a penny earned”. I remember the old Charlie Chan black and 

white mystery movies that were sprinkled with all kinds of Chinese 

proverbs. Kathy’s grandfather Erhardt always had a German proverb ready 

such as: “Too soon old, too late smart.”  I’ll bet you have a few of your 

own. 
 

Recently I ordered another course from the Teaching Company (Great 

Courses), please don’t tell my wife. I am happy to be the proud new owner 

of a 36-lecture course titled Biblical Wisdom Literature taught by Father 

Joseph W. Koterski, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Philosophy, Fordham 

University. But wait, there’s more. Lo and behold during the same week I 

received a notice for a free Enter the Bible: Proverbs study from our very 

own Luther Seminary in Saint Paul, Minnesota. So, now my summer 

studying is locked in. This could also be construed as an omen for our 

young adults entering the confirmation class this coming fall.  
 

You are most likely wondering where I’m going with 

this. After contacting Heidi Droegemueller at the 

seminary, I received permission to share the download of 

the Proverbs Bible Study PDF with our congregation in 

this newsletter. All I have to do, according to Heidi, is 

mention the Luther Seminary and it’s ours to share. 
 

Since Proverbs consists of 31 chapters, why not do one chapter a day using 

the guide. Within the study you will find fast and convenient links to the 

wisdom Bible verses right in this app. Here is the Bible study link to share 

just for you: 
 

https://info.luthersem.edu/hubfs/Enter%20the%20Bible-

%20Proverbs%20Ebook.pdf 
 

(WARNING: very long but very meaningful sentence ahead) 
 

With this exciting educational opportunity in 

mind, I again double-dog-dare the adults and 

students of all ages to take some of your free dog-

days-of-summer time to dig into some very neat, 

inspired, and smart Lutheran study-stuff and 

become filled with wonderful wisdom and a 

renewed connection with our awesome loving 

God! 
 

Don’t forget, as Pastor Dale reminds us, to put ourselves into the story. This 

is really easy to do when delving into the Bible’s wisdom literature. Enjoy. 
 

Lord’s Loving Peace,  Craig 
 

PS:Thank you Luther Seminary 

https://info.luthersem.edu/e3t/Btc/ZU+113/d11vTR04/VWShpw5-Mrj9W1x0Dp03s7VLyW46ZLVZ4GbSJRN1CRsZQ3lLBGV1-WJV7CgLWyVGdDqf5rZbccW5z1Yrk5CBlfvW2T6j2d4TQ1qYW8K6jzG5GsxwBN6SwlW4kBxjRN2hNs4x5RBb0W1LN-Z73S2Yz4W5y2xPQ6G3T1KN6tL96gHRH5ZW1DRQ3M93-0TBW5yMVlp70n5kbW5wR2W53YKJzGW3PKxHZ7xXHNDW6dK3lQ8cY8cMW6_dn_25Hp466W1SRhcT7gwS5TW1BcMN_36dd6NW7NNyy11Zhk7SW2-dRVh5T1cnfW4d8B3Z2TrcD0W1q731g8T5w2gTbPjG1f-jPBW3K4h714hsQ0jVkQv7T2zLvzh3ntm1
https://info.luthersem.edu/e3t/Btc/ZU+113/d11vTR04/VWShpw5-Mrj9W1x0Dp03s7VLyW46ZLVZ4GbSJRN1CRsZQ3lLBGV1-WJV7CgLWyVGdDqf5rZbccW5z1Yrk5CBlfvW2T6j2d4TQ1qYW8K6jzG5GsxwBN6SwlW4kBxjRN2hNs4x5RBb0W1LN-Z73S2Yz4W5y2xPQ6G3T1KN6tL96gHRH5ZW1DRQ3M93-0TBW5yMVlp70n5kbW5wR2W53YKJzGW3PKxHZ7xXHNDW6dK3lQ8cY8cMW6_dn_25Hp466W1SRhcT7gwS5TW1BcMN_36dd6NW7NNyy11Zhk7SW2-dRVh5T1cnfW4d8B3Z2TrcD0W1q731g8T5w2gTbPjG1f-jPBW3K4h714hsQ0jVkQv7T2zLvzh3ntm1

