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“God’s Work. Our Hands.” 
Weekly Sermon on Facebook and YouTube – Join Us! 

 

You are invited to worship with us! 
9:30 am “In Person” worship with Holy Communion 

10:30 am Confirmation Class 
10:30 am Sunday School Pre-School to 6th Grade 

10:45 am Sunday Adult Bible Study 
 

Rev. Dale E. Hedblad, M.Div., Board Certified Chaplain 
Sheila Andring – Communications Coordinator 
Labor of Love Daycare – Kat Hancock, Director 

 

Contact us: 
810-227-3113 or lordoflifeelca@gmail.com 

 

Visit us on the web: 
www.LordofLifeELCA.com 

 

Follow us on Facebook:          
Lord of Life Lutheran Church, Brighton, MI   

 

Lord of Life  
Lutheran Church 

 
 

Messages for March 2023: 
 

March 5, 2023 (John 3:1-17) In baptism God promises to raise up with 

Christ to new life. 

 

March 12, 2023 (John 4:5-42) In today’s gospel the Samaritan woman 

asks Jesus for water, an image of our thirst for God. 

 

March 19, 2023 (John 9:1-41) In baptism God opens our eyes to see the 

truth of who we are: God’s beloved children. 

 

March 26, 2023 (John 11:1-45) In today’s gospel Jesus reveals his 

power over death by raising Lazarus from the dead. 

 

Making Christ Known 

http://www.lordoflifeelca.com/


March 2023 LORD OF LIFE SPECIAL EVENTS 
 

 

Communion Worship is every Sunday at 9:30 am, followed 

by hospitality. 

 

Sunday School for children ages 3 through the 6th grade is each Sunday,  

10:45 – 11:30 am. 

 

Confirmation class for students in 7th & 8th grades meet every Sunday from  

10:30 am -12:00 pm. Craig Johnson and Pastor Dale will lead this group. 

 

Turn your spending into giving.  Meijer reloads are accepted every 

Sunday. Please see Colleen for details. 

 

 

Adult Bible Class meets at 10:45. 

 
 

 

Palm Sunday Brunch is Sunday, April 2nd immediately following 

Worship Service. Bring a dish to share 

 

 

Good Friday Service - Veneration of the Cross, 1:00 pm. 

 

 

Easter Sunday Service – Sunday, April 9th, followed by the Children’s 

Easter Egg Hunt 

 

 

Fish and Loaves will be Sunday, April 9th.  Food donations will 

be needed. There will be a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in 

the Narthex. Lord of Life Fish & Loaves will continue to distribute food 

via drive thru process. Please note the new start time is 4:00 pm for the 

packing of food. Distribution of food begins at 5:00 pm. 

 

 

 

March Message from the Pastor 
 

“I am the Resurrection and the Life…” (John 11:25) 
 

When I preside at a funeral I prepare my homily as if I am doing 

my own funeral. I pray beforehand asking God to inspire me and give me 

insight into the background information provided to me by the family.  

During one particular funeral sermon I shared all that I knew about the 

person who had just died. I shared his many hopes and dreams, 

accomplishments and disappointments, joys and sorrows.  
 

After the funeral we gathered at the cemetery for the burial. At the 

brief interment ceremony I recalled the words of Christian ritual, “In the 

sure and certain hope of the resurrection to eternal life through our 

Lord Jesus Christ, we now commend to almighty God our brother,  

Tom, and commit his body to its final earthly resting place.  Earth to 

earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust.”  
 

The phrase “sure and certain hope,” is always a reference to Jesus 

and the resurrection.  It is this same sure and certain hope that we live our 

lives by.  Only God can create life.  Only with God’s influence can we 

make life meaningful.  Only God can bring life from death.  This theme is 

repeated throughout the Bible in virtually every story we read.  It is a 

theme that is repeated in each of our life stories as well. 
 

The season of Lent is a Holy season of reflection in our life.  Who 

are we?  What are we doing?  Where are we going?  It is a time to assess 

our life and ask God to help us make whatever changes are necessary.  

Change is what repentance (turning back to God) is all about.  This 

earthly life will one day end for us all.  But with God there are no 

endings, just new beginnings.  That is what resurrection is all about.  In 

this lifetime every human being will experience several “mini-

resurrections,” as God is lifting us up, bringing us new life in our family, 

in our relationships and in our workplace.  Our own life experiences then, 

are God’s personal testimonies to each of us of God’s steadfast love, 

faithfulness and resurrecting power. May this six week season of Lent 

provide for us insight, wisdom, increased faithfulness and confidence in 

God’s will for this life. 
 

Worshipping With You, 
 

Pastor Dale+ 



About Lord of Life Lutheran Church 
“God’s work. Our Hands.” 

 
Welcome to Lord of Life – Pastor Dale Hedblad leads our 
worship each Sunday.  Our worship is hands-free (no book).  Just 
follow the Power Point liturgy on the big screen.   
 
Our Church – Lord of Life Lutheran Church is a member of the 
Southeast Michigan Synod. Lord of Life was established as a 
mission development on May 21, 1972.  Our current pastor, Dale 
Hedblad, has a Master of Divinity Degree from Trinity Lutheran 
Seminary in Columbus, Oh. He is the only specialized minister in 
the Southeast Michigan Synod.  Pastor Hedblad is also a Board 
Certified Chaplain and is on-call at St. Joseph Mercy Hospital in 
Ann Arbor.  If you would like to learn more about Pastor Hedblad, 
there is a brief biography under the picture of Pastor Dale and his 
wife, Colleen, as you exit the sanctuary.  Currently, Lord of Life 
consists of 646 members.  Lord of Life is active in the Brighton 
Community with several ministries including:  Vacation Bible 
School, Love INC., Gleaners Food Bank, Crop Walk, Habitat for 
Humanity, Juvenile Diabetes Research, Fish & Loaves, Red 
Cross Blood Drives, Kids Against Hunger, Bountiful Harvest Food 
Pantry and our annual Christmas “Adopt-A-Family” giving tree. 
 
Lord of Life is always open to joining or initiating new ministries 
that are consistent with our mission statement and our core 
values:   
 

“God’s Work. Our Hands.” 
 

• Compassion 

• Discipleship 

• Hospitality 

• Commitment to excellence 
 
 

 
 

MARCH BIRTHDAY’S 

 

07 – Colleen Hedblad & Wayne Moilanen 

08 – Connie Keech 

09 – Eli Restrepo 

10 – Jill Farmer 

11 – Erin Standish 

16 – Ellie Gargolia 

21 – Megan Farmer 

22 – Tim Dei 

23 – Madeline McCurdy 

28 – Suzanne Bellair 

29 – Joshua Newburg 

30 – Joseph Hedblad 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES 

Have a wonderful anniversary! 

 

15 – Aaron and Sheila Andring 

15 – Ryan & Jennifer Elarton 

18 – Eric and Amy Newburg 

 



Join us for soup and bread 

following worship services in March 

 
In past years we would gather on the Wednesday evenings during Lent 

for soup, bread, and a brief service. The Lenten message is a part of our 

worship service this year in place of the focus lesson. We will share 

soup and bread each Sunday morning following worship. 
 

Please plan to join in these humble Lenten meals. 

 
If you would like to bring soup or bread, sign up on the bulletin board. 
 

All are welcome! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adult Bible Study meets on Sundays at 10:45 am.  

This year's theme will be "God's Exceptional Choice". 

See Gloria McCracken if you are interested or have questions.

 

 

 



Do Not Be Afraid! 
 

“A young man dressed in a white robe . . . said, ‘You are looking for 

Jesus the Nazarene, Who was crucified.  He has risen! He is not here.  See 

the place where they laid Him.  But go, tell His disciples and Peter . . .’ ” 

(Mark 16:5-7). 

 

“Trembling and bewildered, the women went out and fled from the 

tomb.  They said nothing to anyone, because they were afraid” (Mark 16:8). 

 

Who wouldn’t tremble and be afraid!  You go to anoint a body to 

prepare it for a proper burial, but the body is missing.  Then some ethereal 

creature tells you the body isn’t there because it is no longer dead but alive.  

Who could take it in?  “Don’t be alarmed” the man in white said.  Yeah, 

right!   

 

Yet, looking back, perhaps the women remembered the thousands He 

had fed with only two fish and five loaves of bread (Matthew 14:15-21).  

Maybe they thought again about the raising of Lazarus from the dead (John 

11:38-44).  After all, He was the one who had stilled the raging sea (Mark 

4:35-41). 

 

Somewhere, sometime, that trembling and bewilderment turned to 

joy and faith, for they did go tell His disciples and Peter (Matthew 28:8).  

And Jesus met them and greeted them, and they worshipped Him.  “Then 

Jesus said to them, ‘Do not be afraid.  Go and tell My brothers  . . .’ ” 

(Matthew 28:9-10). 

 

Jesus’ last command is the same as this one:  Don’t be afraid.  Go 

and tell.  We can understand the fear of the women at the empty tomb.  What 

are we afraid of?  Trouble?  Or hardship?  Persecution?  Or famine?  

Nakedness?  Or danger?  Or sword?  There is no fear in these things!  “No, 

in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him Who loved us” 

(Romans 8:35, 37).  We have the benefit of history.  The women at the tomb 

couldn’t fathom the outcome, but we have God’s Word that assures us of our 

victory in Christ.  We have His promise, “And surely I am with you always, 

to the very end of the age” (Matthew 28:20).  So don’t be afraid!  Go and 

tell!   

Christ is risen! He is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

 

Ronald J. Chewning 

12 Months of Congregational Stewardship 

REMEMBER IN PRAYER 
Comfort our world in this time of fear and uncertainty, as we 

pray for those suffering with the COVID19 virus and those 

working on the front lines. 

 

The Michigan State University family, Samantha Simone,  

Tiffany Cogswell, Donna Hawley, Larry Hartleip, Tom and Sharon, 

Bob Cannon, Dan Travis and all troops, Austin Reed, Craig Moilanen, 

Ramona Augustine, Lynn and Dave, Bettina and Ralf Zaar,  

Ella Wallace, Kent and Sally Oswald, Andrea and Larry,  

Hope and Dylan, Joey, Andrew, and Kyle Simone. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Congregation,  

 

I am writing this to you at 4:00 pm 

Sunday afternoon. Today's clean-up 

yard work was a huge success. 

Approximately 15 people stayed after 

church to help out. We stacked 3 piles 

of wood that Steve Reed and Chuck 

McCracken cut into smaller pieces. 

Our work crew cleared up the entire 

church yard - 4 1/2 acres! Steve Reed 

just texted me that a man and his wife 

took the wood stacked by the main 

driveway. The LeFeve family came back to rake the yard and able to 

remove the logs from the yard 

 

Thank you to all who helped out today. Our God is an awesome God!!  

 

In Christ,  

Pastor Dale  

 



Mark your calendar: 

Fish and  

Loaves  

Schedule 
 

We serve the ‘Fish and Loaves’ community meals six times a year:  
on the second Sunday of every other month. 

 

February 12 April 9 

June 11 August 13 

October 8 December 10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kroger Community Rewards Program 
 

To enroll your card simply go to 

www.krogercommunityrewards.com 

• Click on “sign-in”  

• Put in your email address and password used when you 

enrolled your card.  

• Click enroll now. 

• Choose the group number for Lord of Life # 83096 

• Choose the organization 

• Click enroll. 

 

 

 

GIVE PLUS+ 

An Alternative Way of Giving 

Many of you have expressed preferences for giving 

electronically, using a smartphone app, a computer or tablet. 

Lord of Life offers this option, now we want to reintroduce this 

giving option to everyone.  

Here are a few benefits for GIVE PLUS+:  

• eGiving is convenient and helps support your church 

• eGiving allows you to keep intentions to give even when not 

at church.  

• eGiving helps Lord of Life receive consistent income 

It’s Easy…..download the GivePlus app through the Apple’s app 

store and Goolge’s play store. ...yes, it’s free to download and 

you are not charged a fee to make donations using this app. 

When you download the GivePlus app for the first time, you 
will be prompted to enter the name of your church. Type in 
Lord of Life and select it when it appears. Or, use the Find 
Churches Near me feature. After you select Lord of Life, it 

automatically becomes your “home” church. The next time you 
open the app, Lord of Life will already be displayed. 

 

GivePlus donations can be made with all major 
credit and debit cards. 

 
When completing a donation, you will receive  

a receipt via email. 
 

If you have any questions, please contact Glenn Kelly or Colleen Hedblad. 

 

http://www.krogercommunityrewards.com/


Serving Others through Vocation 
Walking and Working Together with God 

 

One of my favorite lessons I teach, out of the 64 

we offer at Lord of Life’s two-year program, is 

the one serving our Lord in everything we do. 

Teens at school can serve by offering a smile to 

a fellow student or teacher. At work just being 

respectful and nice can make a difference with 

fellow workers and most certainly with 

customers.  No matter what your vocation you 

can always serve God simultaneously, even without words.  

  

One of our students is asked to read and discuss the following: "And 

whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the 

Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him" 

(Colossians 3:17). This verse gives us a good starting point as we begin 

to talk about vocation. This passage tells us that, as Christians, we are 

chosen (or called) by God to be God's holy people. Because of this we 

have a responsibility to love and care for each other and to always treat 

each other with respect. That is our baptismal call, which gives us 

meaning in life. Indeed, everything we do is to be done in Jesus' name, 

whether it is serving as a TV anchor, a police officer, an office worker, 

or a pastor, even a teenage confirmand. 

 

Prior to Luther, in medieval times, talking about vocation, or having a 

"call," meant that you were referring to service only within the confines 

of the church. Priests, nuns, and those in monastic orders were 

considered called by God, not ordinary people. However, Luther 

realized that as Christians we all have a baptismal call that extends far 

beyond the walls of any church. We are, in fact, called to serve, love, 

and honor each other in Christ's name in all aspects of our lives. In An 

Open Letter to the Christian Nobility of the German Nation, Luther 

states, "and everyone by means of his own work or office must 

benefit and serve every other, that in this way many kinds of work 

may be done for the bodily and spiritual welfare of the community, 

even as all members of the body serve one another." The office or 

station that we have in life is our calling, our vocation. Luther also stated 

that all of us are “a priesthood of believers”. 

 

The challenge we face in our contemporary 

American society in southeast Michigan is that 

vocation is often seen as a highly individualistic 

endeavor, something to satisfy oneself and make 

a living. Many young people (and their parents) 

would define vocation as a job. It is what you 

do on weekdays from 9 to 5 or on whatever 

schedule you work outside the home. However, 

Lutheran theology focuses on the community aspect of 

vocation that we live out as the body of Christ, not as individuals on 

private missions in life. Luther's interpretation bids us to delve deeper 

into the daily meaning of our baptism. This means that one's vocation 

may include things such as serving on the school board, being a stay-at-

home parent, being a friend, or cleaning your room (as if any kid wants 

to hear that!). Luther also said we may have more than one vocation at 

a time. Teens can live out their vocations by being a student, playing on 

a sports team, or playing the cello in the school orchestra. They can also 

serve as volunteers in their communities and congregations. 

 

Because God's call to us often changes with time, so may your vocation. 

This is where discernment comes in. Following one's vocation involves 

discernment of God's actions and biddings in our lives. The Here We 

Stand Student Book offers some guides to use in the discernment (Yup, 

a kay word in the class) process. Take note that a true vocation will 

produce growth in the life of the person living it. It also will include an 

aspect of service to others that may draw forth their gratitude. Not all 

vocations involve making money, but they all involve serving Jesus 

Christ in some way. I’m sure we all can figure out a way to serve Him 

at every opportunity! 
 

Lord’s Peace, 

Craig 
 


